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PREFACE 


The correspondents whose letters appear below were Sir Marmaduke 
Constable of Everingham Hall in the East Riding, a leading member of 
the Catholic landed gentry in Yorkshire, and Dom John Bede Potts 
O.S.B., Sir Marmaduke’s chaplain and, from 1726, the supervisor of his 
estate and business affairs. In 1730 Sir Marmaduke left Everingham for 
a Continental tour and only returned after Potts’ death in 1743. 
Although most of the letters were written during these years, a few 
earlier ones, from the period 1726-8 when Sir Marmaduke was in Bath, 
have also survived. Because this dual correspondence was lengthy and 
detailed, and has survived virtually intact, it provides a graphic picture 
of circumstances on a medium-sized estate in the early 18th century. 
This is rare, for most series of estate correspondence extant for this 
period are predominantly one-sided and relate only to the very largest 
properties. Moreover, the letters form part of an extensive collection of 
family papers preserved by the Constables and their successors. When 
related to this and other relevant material they reveal far more than 
they contain in mere isolation. 

Only a small proportion of the original letters have survived: those 
before 1730 from Potts to Sir Marmaduke, and thereafter several of 
those frorn Sir Marmaduke to Potts. However, following his employer’s 
departure abroad, Potts kept copies of all the letters which he either 
sent or received. The few gaps which remain from then onwards 
comprise those of Sir Marmaduke’s letters which never reached Evering- 
ham, and folios of Potts’ copies which were lost or destroyed after his 
death. In the interests of consistency the extracts printed below have 
been derived, wherever possible, from the copies. Comparison of these 
with the few extant originals indicates that Potts was a remarkably 
faithful transcriber. This is further supported by variations in the 
spelling, punctuation and style of the two sets of letters. 

The dates used by Potts were those current in England before the 
adoption of the ‘New Style’ or Gregorian calendar in 1752. Under the 
Julian calendar England was eleven days behind the rest of Europe and 
its year began on 25 March. However, writing from abroad Sir Marma- 
duke adhered to the ‘New Style’ with its year beginning on 1 January. 
Additional problems have been posed by the erratic nature of long- 
distance postal services during this period. Certain letters were per- 
manently lost or greatly delayed, and it was not uncommon for Sir 
Marmaduke, particularly when he was in the midst of his travels, to 
receive several of Potts’ letters together. In order to minimize the 
resultant confusion for the reader, without at the same time under- 
estimating that of the correspondents, the following arrangements have 
been adopted. All datelines have been standardized by treating the year 


of Potts’ letters as having begun on | January. In addition the letters 
have been placed in chronological order, and numbered appropriately, 
according to the date on which they were written. Nevertheless, allow- 
ance has been made for the fact that England was eleven days behind 
the Continent. Thus, for example, Sir Marmaduke’s letter of 26 August 
1735 (71) precedes that from Potts of 22 August in the same year (72), 
whereas Potts’ letter of 13 February 1739 (103) precedes that written 
by Sir Marmaduke on 27 February 1739 (104). This formula inevitably 
distorts the historical reality. However, given the loss of certain letters 
and various other contemporary inadequacies, one cannot adopt a more 
realistic sequence without compounding the chaos and frustration so 
vividly described in the correspondence itself. 

Considerations of space have prevented the production of the sur- 
viving letters or copies in their entirety. The present edition contains 
rather more than two-thirds of the whole. However, like most lengthy 
series of correspondence, this includes considerable repetition which 
has provided sufficient scope for excision without resulting in distor- 
tion of the overall pattern of contents. Material in square brackets is 
editorial, and designed to clarify the meaning of the correspondents. 
Apart from this, the extension of certain contemporary abbreviations, 
and the addition of a modicum of punctuation to facilitate the reader, 
the text below conforms exactly with the surviving manuscripts. 

A drawing of Everingham Hall which was executed just before the 
correspondence commenced is reproduced as the Frontispiece. The Map 
shows the situation of the Constable estates; for purposes of clarity 
only a few other locations, which figure prominently in the text, have 
been included. The Introduction seeks to place the correspondence in 
the context of developments in the Constables’ economy, and in 
agriculture generally, during the first half of the eighteenth century. 
Here and in the Introduction numbers in bold type refer to the 
sequence of letters in the text. An explanation of unfamiliar words and 
phrases used by the correspondents is provided in the Glossary. 

In preparing this volume for publication I have incurred numerous 
obligations. I would like to thank His Grace The Duke of Norfolk, 
E.M., K.G. for allowing me to use the Everingham MSS; Mr. N. Higson, 
Archivist of the University of Hull, for unfailing assistance while I was 
consulting them; and Mrs. P. Stanley Price, the General Editor of the 
Record Series, for constant guidance throughout. The Frontispiece is 
reproduced by permission of the British Library Board; the Map was 
compiled by Mr. D. A. Loughry of the Drawing Office at the University 
of Ulster. My researches were financed by the University’s Research 
Fund and greatly facilitated by the efforts of the Library staff. 

I have benefited from the specialized knowledge of Mr. J. H. Harvey, 
and of my colleagues Miss M. Vowles, Professor J. W. Blake, who also 


kindly read and commented on the Introduction, Dr. R. G. Ussher, 
Rev. Dr. J. E. Greer and Mr. P. Tilling. None of these individuals, 
however, should be held responsible for what I have written. David 
Brown, Maire and Joe Oxley, and Diane and Pat Geary gave me 
practical help and generous hospitality during my work. The encourage- 
ment and advice of my wife, Fiona, have, as always, proved vital. 

This volume would not have appeared without the help of Rev. Fr. 
W. V. Smith of Lanchester, Co. Durham. Besides enabling me to use his 
microfilm and transcripts of much of the correspondence in the 
Constable MSS, he allowed me to draw freely on his deep knowledge of 
northern recusants and answered my queries indefatigably. 

The dedication marks a long-standing debt to a fellow Yorkshireman 
and student of history, which I am glad to record but can never repay. 


‘Cubbington’, 
Ballymoney, 
Co. Antrim 


October 1974 
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INTRODUCTION 


In Tudor and Stuart England there were three major branches of the 
Constable family in the East Riding: the Constables of Burton 
Constable, created viscounts Dunbar in 1620; the Constables of Flam- 
borough who provided a leader of the Pilgrimage of Grace in Sir Robert 
Constable and became extinct on the death of the Puritan and Regicide 
Sir William in 1655; and the Constables of Everingham. The Evering- 
ham line originated in the early 16th century as a cadet branch of that 
at Flamborough. Sir Marmaduke Constable (?-1545), knighted in 1513 
and a younger brother of Sir Robert, married Barbara, daughter and 
co-heiress of John Sothill of Everingham. In 1538 the nearby manor of 
Drax in the West Riding was added to this inheritance by grant from 
the Crown. Within half a century the family extended their holdings 
into Lincolnshire, acquiring property in West and Middle Rasen through 
marriage and purchase. At the beginning of the 17th century their 
estate was at its most extensive. A Hall at Middle Rasen was surrounded 
by 3,000 acres, while in Yorkshire there were 4,000 acres around 
Everingham Hall, 1,000 acres at Drax, further land in Holderness, and a 
house in York. In addition they held two tithe leases, which were 
sub-let at a substantial profit, and a reversionary interest in leases of 
other property. When William Constable entered the English College at 
Rome in 1613 he estimated his family’s annual rental at £3,000 and 
justifiably described his father, Sir Philip (?-1619), as a ‘very noted 
man’. | 

After the Reformation, except for occasional waverers, the family 
remained loyal to Rome. Under the early Stuarts the problems posed 
by their recusancy halted the growth in their prosperity and, thereafter, 
threatened to undermine it completely. Sir Philip (?-1664), the first 
baronet, was heavily fined for recusancy under Charles I and sold some 
of his property. During the Civil War and Interregnum his estates were 
sequestered and put up for sale by Parliament. In common with many 
Royalists he managed to re-purchase them but only by burdening his 
family with enormous debts. Sir Marmaduke (1619-80), the second 
baronet, spent his entire career striving for solvency. With assistance 
from relatives, sales of land in Holderness, and stringent economy this 
achievement was in sight by 1678. Following the outbreak of the 
Popish Plot in that year, however, he was forced into exile, where he 
died. Having married Margaret, daughter of the Catholic Francis Rad- 
cliffe, Ist Earl of Derwentwater, Sir Philip (1651-1706), the third 


1. Clay, vol. 2, pp. 291-4; DDEV/37-46 passim; 59/9, 10; H. Foley, Records of 
the English Province of the Society of Jesus (1877-83), vol. 3, series 6, pp. 
205-7. 
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baronet, was a marked man. After a brief imprisonment he had joined 
his father abroad; on his return he faced fines and a further period in 
gaol. Meanwhile the family’s economic position again began to de- 
teriorate. Rents, which had been increased to meet creditors’ demands, 
had to be reduced and two lucrative leases were relinquished. From 
£2,152 in 1671 the gross rental plunged to around £1,690 in the early 
1680s. On his release from prison in 1683 Sir Philip became steadily 
more indebted. 


It 


It was in the midst of these inauspicious circumstances that Marma- 
duke Francis Constable, the future fourth baronet, was born on 7 
August 1682. His earliest memories were probably of the brief rehabili- 
tation of Catholics under James II. Inevitably the more expensive 
life-style which Sir Philip was encouraged to adopt drove him further 
into debt. With the accession of William III, and the passing of an Act 
of Toleration which specifically excluded Catholics, a more familiar 
pattern of existence re-asserted itself. Moreover, in addition to fines and 
two more periods in prison Sir Philip had to withstand new and 
crippling levels of penal taxation. In 1693, for example, £494 of his 
gross rental of £1,703 was devoted to taxes: other outpayments amoun- 
ted to £667; this left £542 ‘to me to live upon myself and children’.° 
Subsequent attempts to evade exactions further embroiled him with the 
authorites. The financial and economic effects of these developments 
were both embarrassing and severe. Sir Philip was never able to pay his 
daughter’s portion, although she married more than a decade before his 
death. Credit became progressively more difficult to obtain and his 
London agent made several furtive visits to the saleroom and the 
pawnshop. Finally, in 1700 Sir Philip sold a sizeable property at 
Gardholme for £3,235. Despite raising this capital, at his death in 1706 
he left more than £5,500 in debts, excluding the unpaid portion of 
£3,000.* 

There are few explicit references among the family papers to the 
effect which these misfortunes had on Sir Philip’s heir. While his own 
family and many of his fellow Catholics had grown accustomed to 
fairly constant harrassment, the peculiarly embattled nature of his 


2. P. Roebuck, ‘The Constables of Everingham. The Fortunes of a Catholic 
Royalist Family during the Civil War and Interregnum’, Recusant History, 
vol. 9, no. 2, April 1967; and ‘Four Yorkshire Landowning Families, 
1640-1760. An Economic History’, Hull University Ph.D. thesis, 1970 (here- 
after referred to as Roebuck thesis), vol. 1, pp. 219-68. 

3. DDEV/58/141. 

4. Roebuck thesis, vol. 1, pp. 268-83. 
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father’s later years must have left an abiding impression in his memory. 
Of particular significance in this respect was Sir Philip’s faltering be- 
haviour in the face of adversity. Unlike his predecessors, who had 
exhibited remarkable firmness and ingenuity in even more hazardous 
circumstances, the third baronet alternated between panic and gay 
abandon. Preferring comparative anonymity in London to a more 
conspicuous existence in the provinces, he abdicated direct responsi- 
bility for estate affairs, leaving their management to selected tenants 
under special arrangements which may have been effective, but which 
were considerably more expensive than personal supervision.® Yet he 
made no attempt.to place sensible controls on his expenditure whilst in 
the capital. He felt able, for example, to spend £70 on a new coach, 
though unable to travel far in it ‘for want of money’.® This discrepancy 
between what his circumstances demanded and what he himself dicta- 
ted is nowhere more evident than in the arrangments which he made for 
his prospective heir in 1701. From April in that year until January 
1703 Marmaduke was sent on a tour of Belgium and northern France 
which was thoroughly inadequate by contemporary standards, plagued 
by lack of cash throughout, and the greater part of the cost of which 
had to be borrowed.’ The lack of a ‘grand tour’ in his youth may have 
influenced Marmaduke’s later decision to remain abroad for so long. 
However, the family’s circumstances were wholly different in 1730 
from what they had been three decades earlier, not least because Sir 
Philip’s heir, despite continuing difficulties, determined that they 
should be so. 

Marmaduke never forgot his father’s mismanagement (104). On 
taking over from Sir Philip in 1705, the year before the latter’s death, 
he decided to live at Everingham Hall. Quickly dismissing the ‘manager- 
tenants’, he appointed to each half of the estate stewards who were 
made directly responsible to him and required to produce detailed 
half-yearly accounts which he scrutinized carefully.2 On one occasion 
he specifically cautioned against the ‘great waste and superfluity’ which 
had characterized the previous regime.” It was impossible, and indeed 
unnecessary, for Sir Marmaduke to reduce his debts rapidly when the 
costs of suitably establishing himself at Everingham had also to be met. 
But he was unwilling to delay the completion of either task for long. 
Many years later he described his financial strategy at this stage thus: 
‘when I was in debt I was never easy till I had £1,000 in my pocket. By 


5. DDEV/9/104; 50/75-6; 68/123. 

6. DDEV/56/414; 58/101. 

7. P. Roebuck, ‘An English Catholic on Tour in Europe, 1701-3’, Recusant 
History, vol. 11, no. 3, October 1971. 

8. DDEV/56/30, 48-96, 168-98. 

9. 2 April 1706 — DDEV/60/12. 
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that means I was master to live as I pleased, pay everybody puctually 
their own, and as that increased discharged the incumbrances | had 
upon my estate as fast as I could’.!° Within a decade the most pressing 
creditors had been satisfied, or their debts converted, and half of the 
outstanding portion paid. Sir Marmaduke’s presence revitalized con- 
ditions on his estates, while Wrights, the Covent Garden bankers, kept a 
professional eye on his interests in the capital.'' 

This progress was greatly disturbed by the Jacobite rebellion of 
autumn 1715, part of which was led by Sir Marmaduke’s relative, the 
Earl of Derwentwater. Because Government Intelligence knew of the 
conspiracy in advance the rebellion was a fiasco. Sir Marmaduke was 
placed under house arrest five weeks before hostilities commenced. On 
refusing the oaths he was imprisoned in Hull, then in York, and not 
released until late 1716.!2 Whether he would have joined Derwent- 
water had he been free to do so is uncertain, but he undoubtedly had 
foreknowledge of events and made arrangements accordingly. A sub- 
stantial proportion of Sir Marmaduke’s less-pressing debts were owed to 
the Radcliffes. In June 1715 he vested his estate and the task of 
discharging these incumbrances in trustees, one of whom was Derwent- 
water himself. Shortly afterwards he drafted a will, leaving £1,000 to 
the Earl and appointing him an executor.!* Furthermore, these events 
co-incided with marked fluctuations in Sir Marmaduke’s accounts. A 
successful drive to reduce rent arrears and boost ‘casualties’ produced a 
rise in income, while estate expenditure was kept to a minimum. Large 
sums, the purpose of most of which was not specified, were forwarded 
either to Sir Marmaduke or to his banker.'* The available evidence 
strongly suggests that the money was spent in furthering the Jacobite 
cause, although proof of this is lacking. This heavy expenditure and a 
demand from his sister for the remainder of her portion’ ° plunged Sir 
Marmaduke back into financial difficulties. Finding it impossible in the 
prevailing situation to obtain additional credit, he resorted to the sale 
of his holdings at Middle Rasen in Lincolnshire and Wholsea in Y ork- 
shire. Together with Sir Philip’s alienation of Gardholme this meant 
that freehold property worth more than £200 annually had disappeared 
from their rental in sixteen years.’ ® 


10. In a letter to Sir Carnaby Haggerston from St. Omers, 21 June 1740 — 
DDEV/60/85a. 

11. Roebuck thesis, vol. 1, pp. 287-95. 

12. DDEV/60/58; 67/24-5; H.M.C., Various Collections, vol. 8, p. 93. 

13. DDEV/53/36; 54/14. 

14. DDEV/56/30, 48-96, 168-98, 415. 

15. Ina letter dated 7 December 1716 — DDEV/60/84c. 

16. DDEV/26/29, 30; 31/9; 39/77; 44/194; 56/64-5, 184-5. 
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From this point onwards, after a century of deterioration, the 
fortunes of the family began permanently to improve. His remaining 
creditors were keenly aware that the receipt of a marriage portion by 
Sir Marmaduke would speedily solve his fiscal problems, and in 1713 
one of their agents had proclaimed himself ‘desirous to promote’ his 
‘happy settlement’. He went on to recommend a lady who ‘will be in all 
respects one that is beyond all exceptions and qualified to make you as 
happy as any man living. Her person is fine and humour sweet, and 
£6,000 is her portion and may be more’.'’ On declining this and 
similar offers Sir Marmaduke was left to overcome his difficulties 
unaided. In the long-term, however, avoidance of marriage greatly 
strengthened his economic position. This is not to suggest that mone- 
tary considerations dictated his choice in this regard; there was much 
more to it. A close friend ascribed his retention of bachelor status to 
two factors: a resolution ‘to stand clear of those Scyllas and Charib- 
Wes 1h BS of bondage, cost and care’, and a belief ‘that an uninter- 
rupted freedom of life, with a moderate use of that recreative sparkling 
juice’ were ‘infinitely more preferable’ than ‘the hazard of a better or a 
worse’.'® In short Sir Marmaduke was ‘a strong abettor for liberty’.! ? 

For many years he was able to follow this philosophy with little 
interruption and considerable satisfaction. Contrary to many long- 
established attitudes to the provincial squirearchy of this period, it in 
no way conflicted with his need to manage his inheritance efficiently. 
As his correspondence with Potts illustrates vividly, Sir Marmaduke was 
thoroughly familiar with the minutiae of his affairs, had a firm but 
subtle business sense, together with imaginative and coherent plans for 
the future. Moreover, all these characteristics were evident in his actions 
during the years before he went abroad. Within a few years he had 
sufficient capital at his disposal, not only to reduce his debts, but also 
to lend large sums on his own account.?° He was one of very few 
speculators to record a substantial profit on his operations in the stock 
market in the turbulent period 1719-22.7' He avidly pursued various 
possibilities of expanding his estate by purchase and made modest 
additions in three instances.7” In response to a petition from his 
Lincolnshire tenants he negotiated and successfully completed en- 
closure at West Rasen which added handsomely to his rental there.” ° 
Just before leaving for Europe he initiated similar developments at 


17. Mr. H. Eyre to Sir Marmaduke, 23 June 1713 — DDEV/60/13. 

18. Fr. J. Thornton S.J. to Sir Marmaduke, 2 February 1722 — DDEV/60/84a. 
19. Same to same, 5 March 1722 — DDEV/60/84a. 

20. DDEV/26/31; 50/92-3, 95; 55/82; 60/14. 

21. DDEV/60/13 passim. 

22. DDEV/50/200; 54/16. 

23. DDEV/44/195; 56/197, 340; 59/28-30. 
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Everingham. Finally, mindful of his lack of direct heirs, he lent con- 
siderable financial assistance to his nephew, whose second son even- 
tually succeeded him.?4 

Nevertheless, Sir Marmaduke was not unduly preoccupied with his 
business interests. Like his predecessors his life was confined within 
fairly narrow limits. He and his close-knit circle of Catholic relatives 
and friends were to a large extent a race apart from the rest of society. 
But although, because of his religion, he had to stand aside from the 
contemporary scramble for patronage and place, he was comparatively 
untroubled by the authorities after 1716. It was quite in character for 
the few references to his Continental experiences in his letters to Potts 
to concern country matters (18, 22, 139, 143) for at home his pursuits 
were almost exclusively rustic. He enjoyed shooting and fishing, and 
earned a considerable reputation locally as a huntsman. Other pastimes 
were gardening, forestry, and breeding dogs and horses. Though he 
occasionally travelled to race meetings, he spent most of the year in the 
rambling Hall at Everingham or in Northumberland and Durham, where 
the Haggerstons allowed him a suite in property at Farnham. Catholi- 
cism did not prevent Sir Marmaduke and his circle from living well — 
even luxuriously. Their purchases included wine from France and Italy, 
olives and anchovies from Bordeaux, pointers from Majorca, seeds, 
stockings and snuff from Paris, and horses from Spain. They reduced 
costs through joint orders and by buying shares in merchant vessels. 
When badly served they quickly changed dealers, and while utilizing 
London agents, usually placed orders directly, showing discrimination 
and not stinting ‘you to price that you may send us the very best’.?° 
Thus, Sir Marmaduke’s existence, though restricted, was an active one, 
deliberately rather than necessarily provincial, and not without either 
skill, ambition or pleasure. 

Why, then, did he leave England in 1730, and why, once abroad, did 
he remain there for so long, despite persistent entreaties for his return? 
While it is impossible to answer either question unequivocally, events 
were apparently set in motion by a hunting accident which he sustained 
in 1726. The opening letters below were addressed by Potts to Bath 
where Sir Marmaduke underwent treatment to a leg during 1726-8. 
When this proved ineffective he decided to visit health resorts on the 
Continent. Yet at no stage had he definite long-term plans and his many 
indications in correspondence of his impending return were simply 
contradicted by his actions. Once abroad Sir Marmaduke evidently 
enjoyed himself sufficiently to postpone his return repeatedly, and then 
indefinitely. However, a letter which he received in 1729 suggests that 


24. DDEV/56/483. 
25. DDEV/60/84a, c, d, & f passim. 
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considerations other than his health may have confirmed, if they did 
not determine, his initial decision to travel. It was written by Fr. 
Thornton, chaplain to the Haggerstons, and was seemingly in response 
to doubts expressed by Sir Marmaduke as to the likely future of 
Catholicism in England. According to Thornton ‘the old castle far from 
drooping looks rather like a venerably governed one..... what hither- 
to has not appeared may come now to take its rise from one so nearly 
allied to you’*® — surely a reference to Charles Radcliffe the surviving 
and exiled brother of the 3rd Earl of Derwentwater. During the en- 
forced inactivity which followed his accident Sir Marmaduke perhaps 
reflected more sombrely than was his wont on the prospects in store for 
his disadvantaged minority. If so, such thoughts were soon thrown into 
sharper focus by his experiences elsewhere. 


Ul 


How much Sir Marmaduke saw of Everingham on his return from 
Bath is uncertain but by April 1730 he was in London preparing to 
travel. He sailed from Dover to Calais and, after a fruitless visit to Spa, 
had whirled through ‘all Flanders, Great part of Germany, and Holland’ 
by October (12). Thereafter his travels were more leisurely. He spent 
most of 1731 in northern and central France before moving south to 
Lyons and the Mediterranean coast. In the autumn of 1732 he crossed 
the Alps, not ‘much more dismall to pass then Chivet hills’ (44), 
remaining in northern Italy for the winter and spring of 1732-3. During 
the next three years he spent long periods in Venice, Rome and Naples 
but was back in Marseilles by December 1736. From there he made his 
way slowly northwards. Between 1739 and 1744 he led a more seden- 
tary life near relatives and acquaintances in northern France and the 
Low Countries. 

The central figure in the situation which Sir Marmaduke left behind 
him was Dom John Bede Potts O.S.B. The son of George and Eleanor 
Potts of Trewhitt near Rothbury in Northumberland, Potts was born 
circa 1674 and took his vows at the English Benedictine abbey of 
Lambspring in Westphalia in 1691. Following his return to England in 
1701, he was stationed in York before moving to Everingham in 1717. 
Previous experience as cellarer at Lambspring gave him some knowledge 
of estate management; by 1730 acquaintance with Sir Marmaduke’s 


26. 31 January 1729 — DDEV/60/84a. The letters from Thornton to Sir Marma- 
duke among the Everingham MSS are the subject of: R. C. Wilton, ‘Letters of 
a Jesuit Father in the Reign of George I’, Dublin Review, vol. 158 (1916). 
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affairs had been added to this.?” Pott’s most experienced subordinate 
was Thomas Champney, steward of the Lincolnshire property and a 
tenant there, who had earlier held similar positions in Yorkshire.?® 
Initially Potts was assisted at Everingham by two bailiffs, John Catton 
and Thomas Hayton. However, Robert Usher, previously Sir Marma- 
duke’s butler, served as steward in Yorkshire from 1730. In addition 
John Smith, the leading tenant at Drax, performed routine administra- 
tive duties there. The correspondence illustrates how complex was the 
management of even a medium-sized estate. Besides those already 
mentioned, there were maids and a housekeeper; numerous tenants, 
craftsmen and labourers; several attorneys, lawyers’ agents and bankers 
— locally in London and overseas; and key consultants, such as Lawson 
of the nursery at Scorborough, Brigham, a York businessman, and 
Knowlton, Lord Burlington’s head gardener at nearby Londesborough. 
Yet, although the letters are populated by a variety of individuals, they 
are characterized by uniformity in at least one respect. The vast 
majority of those involved in the running of the estate and, indeed, of 
those merely mentioned in the correspondence were Catholics — a clear 
indication of the insularity of the way of life which Sir Marmaduke had 
foresaken. 

In 1730 Sir Marmaduke’s estate comprised four freehold properties 
in Yorkshire, one in Lincolnshire, and two leases: one from the Crown 
of land at Acklam,?? and another from the Dean of York of various 
tithes at Hayton, Bielby and Storthwaite.*° Agriculturally this proper- 
ty was exceedingly varied. On the Wolds at Acklam, Arras and Thorpe 
farmers concentrated on rearing sheep and rabbits, whereas on the 
lower-lying ground at Everingham and Drax farming was mixed, with 
cereals, dairying and the growth of cash crops such as hemp (90). 
Following enclosure there in 1728, the emphasis at West Rasen was on 
the breeding, rearing and fattening of cattle.*! Except for 300 acres of 
Park and several closes at Everingham, Sir Marmaduke let or sub-let the 
whole of his estate for a gross annual rental of around £1,760 — £745 


27. Birt, p. 94. Aveling (p. 392 relying on Allanson) is wrong, as the opening 
letters below show, to suggest that Potts only took up permanent residence at 
Everingham in 1730. Indeed, there is extant a letter from Potts to Sir 
Marmaduke from Everingham dated 2 June 1723 — DDEV/56/415. See also 
R. C. Wilton, ‘Dom John Bede Potts’, Downside Review, vol. 35, no. 103, 
July 1916. 

28. DDEV/56/15, 25-7. 

29. DDEV/1,/52. 

30. DDEV/50/191. 

31. W. Harwood-Long, ‘Regional Farming in 17th Century Yorkshire’, Ag. Hist. 
Rev., vol. 8 1960; A. Harris, ‘The Agriculture of the East Riding of Yorkshire 
before the Parliamentary Enclosures’, Y.A.J., vol. 40 1959; J. Thirsk, English 
Peasant Farming (1957), pp. 179-96. 
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from West Rasen and the rest from Yorkshire.*? During his absence 
£500 was forwarded to him annually from each half of the estate. At 
Ladyday Champney sent £250 to Potts who, after adding this sum to 
his own quota, sent the whole to Richard Wright, the banker, in 
London; at Michaelmas the procedure was reversed, Potts sending £250 
to Champney who then forwarded £500 to the banker (14). Wright 
passed credit to various European agents as directed by Sir Marmaduke. 

The correspondence shows that successful estate management was 
heavily dependent on the presence, or at least the proximity, of the 
property owner. Some of the difficulties which arose during Sir Mar- 
maduke’s absence — poaching (31), unruly servants (7) or inability to 
transfer money to London (65) — were temporary and easily solved. 
Other problems, such as rent arrears, untenanted property and legal 
disputes, were more serious and protracted. As the years went by it was 
the latter which tended to predominate. Sir Marmaduke’s failure to 
provide reliable information regarding the duration of his absence was a 
major cause of deterioration. In December 1730, having required the 
replacement of dead tree shoots, he ordered nothing to be ‘done anew 
till my arrival’ but concluded by saying that a return to England was 
‘far from my thoughts att present’ (14). Potts reminded him that he 
had promised to return by Michaelmas 1731 and threatened, unavail- 
ingly, to run away if he did not (26). In November 1733 Sir Marmaduke 
wrote of ‘steering my course homewards’ after seeing a little more of 
Italy (55), while in August 1735 he continued to ‘think of my return to 
my Native Country’ (71). In January1 737 he said that he was approach- 
ing home (83), and in June 1739 expected to be in London by the 
following spring (107). Finally, in March 1742 he planned to travel 
home in the summer, ‘tho not to remain’ (148). 

The confusion bred by this indecision was exacerbated by the 
difficulties of corresponding over long distances. Occasionally their 
letters were in the post for remarkably short periods (14, 17), but as 
time went on the continuity of the correspondence rapidly diminished. 
In autumn 1731, for example, Sir Marmaduke found several of Potts’ 
letters awaiting him at Lyons but a lengthy illness prevented him from 
replying till March 1732 (35). Once he reached Italy the problems of 
rendezvousing with his mail became more intractable and six months or 
more often elapsed before Potts’ queries were answered. Although Sir 
Marmaduke disliked receiving Potts’ letters in bundles (81, 92), he was 
not unduly perturbed and did not reply at all between November 1733 
and December 1734, nor between August 1735 and December 1736. 
On his return to northern Europe the situation improved somewhat 
until Potts’ ill-health led to further delays. Nevertheless, particularly 


32. DDEV/50/191; 56/94-6, 196-8. 
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during this later period, several letters from each party simply failed to 
reach their destination (66, 85, 104, 124, 134, 149). 

Long silences inevitably encouraged the growth of rumours at home. 
In February 1735 Potts was glad ‘to see your hand again, it being 
reported that you was cast away att sea’ (65). In March 1737 the 
‘common notion’ was ‘that you are either dead, or would never return’ 
(87). Writing to a fellow religious in 1738, Potts summarized the ‘many 
and different’ theories: ‘Some are of opinion that he will never return, 
but why I cannot imagine. Others that he is dead, and we keep it 
private for our own ends.... Others again that he is lifted into the 
ecclesiastical service, and takes the degree of pr————. Inform the 
others quite reverse to that, give it out that he is married. But my 
thoughts are contrary to all these reports, for I hope he is alive and will 
return or that he is a recluse, or engaged in a conjugall hole; but that be 
as it will....1 am uneasy’.?? In this atmosphere, particularly when 
illness and death depleted their efforts, the personnel left behind by Sir 
Marmaduke found it increasingly difficult to discharge their responsi- 
bilities. At Everingham, Catton and Hayton, being young, required firm 
guidance, which was lacking (79); while Usher, though obviously more 
capable, never recovered from a fall in 1737, spent much time there- 
after undergoing treatment elsewhere, and died in October 1739 (86, 
113). A successor appointed in the following January was dismissed in 
April and a year passed before a second replacement arrived (120, 140). 
Moreover, prior to taking up their duties none of these individuals had 
experience as steward. Though this was not true of Champney in 
Lincolnshire, he was separated from both Potts and Sir Marmaduke and 
had a farm to manage in addition to his other responsibilities. Further- 
more, his wife died in childbed leaving him with six young children to 
support (80), he too suffered from ill-health (15, 163), and the troubles 
at West Rasen were most severe of all. 

Above all, however, it was Potts who had to shoulder the burden of 
Sir Marmaduke’s absence, a task which, even during his employer’s visit 
to Bath, he clearly did not relish. His reluctance was based partly ona 
frank acknowlegement of his own shortcomings. Apparently he had 
played little part in Sir Marmaduke’s affairs before 1726, was approach- 
ing sixty years of age in 1730 and already in indifferent health. There 
seems little reason to doubt Potts’ own estimate that “all I am capable 
off is to look over there accounts whome you think fit to appoint’ 


33. Potts to Dom R. C. Farnworth O.S.B., 15 May 1738 — DDEV/60/86b. Some 
of the numerous letters among the Everingham MSS, many of them written 
by Potts, apart from those reproduced below form the basis of: R. C. Wilton, 
‘Some Annals of Everingham’, Downside Review, July 1916 & Dublin Re- 
view, vol. 161 1917; and ‘Early 18th Century Catholics in England’, Catholic 
Historical Review, vol. 10 1924. 
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(116). Indeed Sir Marmaduke eventually admitted that he had only 
given Potts overall responsibility because at his departure Usher had not 
had experience of running an estate (136). Once he realised the extent 
of his duties, and that Sir Marmaduke’s absence might be prolonged 
indefinitely, Potts repeatedly professed himself ‘incapable of under- 
taking the management of your affairs’. However while Sir Marma- 
duke came to feel a real concern for the problems caused by his absence 
— ‘it was never designed you when I left home’ — he was not, despite 
Potts’ serious accident in 1741, persuaded to return. When his chaplain 
became unduly agitated Sir Marmaduke invoked religion to calm his 
fears (36); yet on another occasion he attempted to persuade him to 
relax his religious observances on the grounds that they were injurious 
to health (104). Inevitably Potts’ pastoral and other professional duties 
had to take second place to more mundane matters. He travelled to 
Flanders in 1733 to attend a chapter meeting of his Congregation 
(53-4) but missed similar meetings because his responsibilities as 
steward did not allow him to leave Everingham (74, 88). By 1741 his 
morale was so low that Sir Marmaduke, who was then in the Low 
Countries, positively encouraged him to attend a general meeting of his 
Congregation in Cambrai (136). This was the only occasion on which 
the two men met between 1730 and Potts’ death and, not surprisingly, 
the latter became ‘tired of my charge of moneys’. At times he was 
simply incredulous: ‘Will you never return home, cannot so many 
injustices put upon you, move you to espouse your right personally 


which would strick terror into your now insulting adversary..... I 
hope you will not take this amiss since it proceed from a true zeal for 
your good’ (121). 


Nevertheless the conclusion that Potts’ temperament added to the 
difficulties with which he was faced is inescapable. His early training 
had created in him a need for prompt and unequivocal instructions 
which remained largely unsatisfied throughout this period. Yet his 
status as chaplain encouraged a certain independence, particularly in 
regard to his behaviour towards the servants at Everingham (6-7). 
Moreover, he was quite capable of ignoring explicit requests if he knew 
that to accede to them would prove onerous or problematical. On being 
asked to ‘contrive me a farm or two in the remotest parts of the 
Lordship’ of Everingham Potts replied that this would be too arduous 
as Sir Marmaduke had previously attempted it without success (44, 46). 
For years he carefully evaded Sir Marmaduke’s oft-repeated orders that 
dilapidated property be repaired or rebuilt. On the other hand he was 
scrupulous about insignificant matters. When fellow religious stayed for 
a while at Everingham Potts hastened their departure, apologising to Sir 
Marmaduke for the expense (31). Even when capable of decisive action 
on his own initiative, in regard for example to collecting rent arrears, he 
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soon gave way to fears that he had exceeded his brief (13), despite Sir 
Marmaduke’s frequent delegation of wide discretionary powers (10). A 
major problem was Potts’ ‘too solitary and sedulent life’ which he was 
unwilling, and perhaps unable, to alter. Sir Marmaduke’s advice that he 
should get out and about was ‘a contradiction to my temper..... it 
leads into many sins, which a solitary chair is not subject too’ (104-5). 
In the limited contact with others which he allowed himself, therefore, 
Potts was predictably neither personable nor liberal. He reported 
Usher’s successor for being out till one a.m. at Christmas time, and 
moved the fellow’s bedroom from the ground floor so as to be more 
aware of his movements (147). Earlier on suspecting that bricklayers 
were raiding the orchard, he had deprived them of accomodation in the 
Hall garret (91). Thus, in so far as it ever existed, Potts’ relationship 
with tenants, workmen and servants steadily deteriorated. His manner 
and attitudes were responsible for this, and for much else besides. 


II 


The correspondence provides ample evidence of the policies pursued 
and the circumstances prevailing on Sir Marmaduke’s estates during his 
absence. In so doing it leaves one in little doubt that whilst at home he 
was an efficient and enterprising owner. His main concern in the late 
1720s had been the enclosure and related improvements at West Rasen; 
thereafter he became thoroughly agitated at any suggestion of physical 
deterioration there. But he was equally keen to improve his Everingham 
property and began by enclosing two parts of the Carr, refurbishing the 
Hall entrance and garth, re-stocking the garden, and instituting a pro- 
gramme of tree planting. The scope of his future plans, and his own 
familiarity with their finer details and implications, are best illustrated 
in his long letter of June 1739 to Robert Usher (108).** Although he 
never expected these aims to be fully realised during his absence, Sir 
Marmaduke was disappointed by the lack of significant progress. Partly 
for this reason, perhaps, he was contradictory in, on the one hand, 
allowing Potts full discretionary powers and, on the other, often giving 
specific instructions regarding matters, such as drainage and planting 
(16, 48), which had a direct bearing on his long-term designs. The work 
which was underway in 1730 was completed; various improvements in 
the Intack were initiated and a few buildings were repaired or rebuilt: 
and sufficient new trees were successfully established to afford him 
‘reall satisfaction’ (139). Apart from this little was achieved. Attempts 


34. This is the only letter reproduced here which was from Sir Marmaduke to 
someone other than Potts. Because of its significance it is reproduced in its 
entirety. 
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to acquire certain strategic properties, upon which much of his scheme 
depended, proved abortive (20, 44, 63) and, on the whole, efforts were 
devoted to solving the many day-to-day problems which arose. Sir 
Marmaduke’s advice on the more serious of such matters shows him at 
his most pungent and articulate (66, 71, 160) but, as Potts frequently 
pointed out, this was no substitute for direct personal supervision. 

Sir Marmaduke’s behaviour as a rentier was comprised of a shrewd 
mixture of firmness and commonsense. He knew most of his tenants by 
name, was remarkably familiar with their individual circumstances, and 
sufficiently interested in the latter to make precise recommendations 
for their improvement (10, 146). He regularly set aside money for 
charitable purposes but its use was restricted to Catholic poor. A dislike 
of ‘womens management’ was among his other prejudices. In two key 
respects, however, Sir Marmaduke’s attitude as owner was exceedingly 
favourable to all his tenants: he allowed them to hold half a year’s rent 
in hand and paid a generous proportion of the land tax. Otherwise he 
was strict and occasionally harsh. When widow Anna Bell had difficulty 
in paying her rent Sir Marmaduke ordered Potts to ‘quitt her of her 
Cottage, and all other that do not’ pay (48). Besides setting an example 
this conformed to general policy in regard to cottagers. Earlier Potts 
had required Usher ‘to discharge widdow Emmeyson of her Cottage 
against Lady Day, because she is about marrying an old shoomaker 
from Cransick. for we do not want old Cottagers, but such as are able 
to work when called upon’ (42). Potts himself was asked to warn 
tenants at West Rasen that ejection would follow interference with Sir 
Marmaduke’s timber (36), and when tenants trespassed and refused to 
obey the manorial court at Everingham Sir Marmaduke ordered them to 
‘be punished as far as possible it can be carried’ (132). On breaking his 
bargain with Champney one individual was ‘proceeded against with the 
utmost severity’ (24). After digging turf from demesne land another 
was not spared ‘one half inch’ but fined 6d for each square yard dug: 
‘Lett him burn out of hand the turf he has pared and spread the ashes 
on the same ground. I will show that rascal what it is to make a turf 
heap so nigh my house and eternally to distroy my ground’ (27). With 
the exception of Potts, with whom he had a distinctive but not wholly 
definable relationship, Sir Marmaduke could be equally uncompromi- 
sing with his employees. His eye for detail prompted him to make 
specific recommendations for their livery (24) and when they were ill 
his generosity was unlimited (92). But when John Catton queried 
orders, or the maid the size of her wages, he demanded immediate 
acceptance or instant dismissal (81). Due to various factors mentioned 
above several of Sir Marmaduke’s decisions were not implemented, or 
were overtaken by events, but his letters leave no doubt as to his 
capacity for decision-making, or of the attitudes which underlay it. 


14 EVERINGHAM ESTATE CORRESPONDENCE 1726-43 


The fact that properties were occasionally ‘called in the markets’ 
(94) indicates Sir Marmaduke’s eagerness to avoid having land ‘in hand’ 
during his absence. However, although several properties were untenan- 
ted from time to time (14, 117, 134-5), this did not dissuade him from 
requiring careful scrutiny of prospective tenants. Thus, ‘the young man 
who married John Wrights widdow haveing a very indifferent character, 
and being of an idle temper was not admitted to be your tennant, most 
of his neighbours apprehending that he would soon make an end of all, 
and his wife be throwen upon the town’ (87). Ironically, Sir Marma- 
duke forbade Champney to let property to absentee tenants, land 
‘inhabited by servants’ having been ruined ‘during my father’s time’ 
(104). The good tenant, once admitted, could expect certain signs of 
favour; when a property became vacant, for example, Potts recognised 
that it was Sir Marmaduke’s ‘will that your tenants be served first’ (21). 
Despite this and the severity outlined above, the behaviour of tenants 
was a constant source of trouble. They stole, poached, organised 
hare-coursing on the estate, and one of them ‘drew the staple out of the 
Park gate to lett your bull into his Closes, to serve his cows’ (50). When 
the penalties for failing to perform drainage duties were omitted from 
the court rolls, tenants ignored local custom until insertion of the 
penalties placed them ‘under a necessity to keep’ their ditches ‘well 
dressed’ (27). Thus, though the tenants rarely went to extremes in their 
behaviour there was a steady incidence of recalcitrance. This may not 
have been unusual, but certain events do seem to have been the direct 
result either of Sir Marmaduke’s absence or of other circumstances 
prevailing during this period. Potts was seemingly reporting something 
out of the ordinary when he told of a failure to perform customary 
services. ‘Your cottagers have been extreem obstanate, none of them 
would come to our assistance except poor Samuel Cook’ (11). Again, 
‘your hounds or whelps in town are very poor, no[n]e keeps them well 
but Tho: Dean’ (15). The distance between Potts and Sir Marmaduke 
was perhaps exploited when a tenant claimed to have the latter’s 
permission to do something, for example to plough ley, to which the 
former took exception (18). 

Of far greater significance in Sir Marmaduke’s eyes was the fact that 
rent arrears grew steadily until he maintained that he had never known 
them so high (84). In granting tenants six months’ grace he felt that he 
allowed them ‘time sufficiant’ (14). But within a few years of his 
departure several, even among his leading tenants, were a year or more 
in arrears (91, 134). Potts justifiably pointed to unfavourable harvests 
and price fluctuations as reasons for this, excusing his own incapacity 
to enforce payment as much as that of certain tenants to pay. He 
threatened distraint but merely reported individuals, while Sir Marma- 
duke recommended ‘prudential severity’ (16). When, after Usher’s 
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death, rent arrears were accompanied by disputes among the tenants 
themselves, Potts began completely to lose control of the situation. 
‘Neither fair nor foul words’ could ‘prevail with some’ (120); they were 
resolved ‘to ruin one another’ (144). Sir Marmaduke finally ordered 
distraint ‘without mercy’ (150) and immediate eviction, but with as 
little effect as before. 

Nowhere are the difficulties which arose during, and because of, Sir 
Marmaduke’s absence more evident than in regard to building and 
repair work. Examples of the ruinous condition of much of his proper- 
ty abound. In May 1731 one tenant ‘flew from his bargain’, alleging 
that “the badness of the house threatened his life’ (21). In November 
another ‘will either have his repaird with barn and stable this year, or 
will goe off next year’ (32). Two months later there were ‘sad outcrys 
att Raysen concerning there houses’ (33). Several of them were ‘very 
ruinous’, Champney’s having ‘two props, and must have a third’ (39). 
By November 1732 Daniel Decow’s house at Drax had three props ‘and 
must yet have another’. It fell during the following summer and ‘it was 
nothing but providence that preserved the inhabitants lives’ (43, 50-2). 
By 1735 there were ‘nothing but complaints about there houses’ at 
West Rasen (68). A year later Champney forwarded more than his 
quota to Wright because of ‘the meaness of his house, least it should be 
brock into’ (76). At Everingham part of a tenant’s house, which he was 
using as a shop, collapsed and, due to its poor condition, a tenement at 
Bielby was vacated (79, 95). In 1738 the repair of one house, which 
was already propped, ‘cannot be deferred any longer, the pans being 
intirely rotten, the roof flowen from them, and part of the wall 
shacken’ (97). One individual was ‘affraid to ly’ in his house because it 
was so ‘very ruinous’ (109). In 1739 the end of a cottage collapsed 
(117). Finally, after John Mell of Everingham had complained of the 
instability of his house, and threatened to leave the estate because of it, 
‘he and family were forced to take shelter in there Neighbours house at 
12 o clock’ one winer night in 1741 (128, 134, 144). 

In 1730 Sir Marmaduke’s ‘absolute’ command in this respect was ‘to 
put all in good order by degrees’. Some repairs were carried out and a 
few new buildings erected, but no attempt was made to deal with the 
situation “ by degrees’. Indeed Potts acted as if no such order had been 
given, despite repeated delegation of responsibility for the matter (92), 
and employed a variety of arguments in defence of his inactivity. At one 
point he thought that a building programme would prove too expen- 
sive, at another that Sir Marmaduke’s supposedly imminent return 
justified delay (49, 54). In a further instance, having allowed a tenant 
to build his own house, he claimed on completion that it was altogether 
too fine for a farmer (82, 90). Finally, he was ‘of opinion that the 
repareing and rebuilding some tenniments, is an encouragement to 
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others to lett theres run to ruin (133). Thus, no doubt assisted by his 
employer’s grumbles about the size of disbursements, Potts pain- 
stakingly evaded his duties in this sphere and in 1739 Sir Marmaduke 
was genuinely surprised ‘to hear after so long absence that I have any 
farme houses upon my Estate in bad repaire’ (108). Once the news had 
sunk in he concluded, not incorrectly, that there was a connection 
between the size of rent arrears, which previously had puzzled him, and 
ruinous property. Henceforward orders to collect arrears, and to repair 
and rebuild, went hand in hand (119, 132), but a prompt solution to 
either problem was unobtainable. 

At his departure in 1730 Sir Marmaduke hoped to ‘avoid all dispute 
and Law in my absence’ (10), but trouble arose at Drax, West Rasen 
and Storthwaite, The Constables had long exercised a monopoly of the 
fishing rights in that part of the River Ouse which bordered their 
property in the West Riding. In 1732 this monopoly was challenged and 
encroachments made. In Lincolnshire Alexander Knight, who held 
property adjacent to that owned by the Constables, gave vent to his 
grievances, which were probably connected with Sir Marmaduke’s en- 
closures there, by cutting the river banks and flooding Sir Marmaduke’s 
land. Once the disputes had arisen Sir Marmaduke was determined to 
defend his interests ‘with all the rigour’ that could be ‘sett in motion’ 
(66). Potts adhered to a different interpretation of the word ‘avoid’ and 
attempted to persuade Sir Marmaduke to return while taking very little 
positive action himself. The West Rasen dispute was effectively settled 
by the Commission of Sewers; but that at Drax, after being settled out 
of court, re-opened as a result, according to Potts, of rumours that Sir 
Marmaduke was dead. The latter came to appreciate Potts’ fear of 
involvement and, after having determined to order a prosecution, de- 
cided in 1743 to postpone dealing with the situation until his return to 
England. The problem at Storthwaite concerned tithes which Sir Marma- 
duke sub-let. Both there and at Hayton and Bielby it proved exceeding- 
ly difficult to maintain such rents at previous levels and, at times, to 
find anyone interested in striking a bargain. Added to this a Storthwaite 
tenant refused to pay one instalment of his rent because, apparently, 
the wording of his agreement contained a loophole. Legal advice indica- 
ted that there was virtually nothing which Sir Marmaduke could do 
about this and, typically. Potts would ‘rather have paid the rent by 
myself, than have had so much concern aboute it’ (99). 

There is no doubt, therefore, that during Sir Marmaduke’s absence a 
marked deterioration occurred in some aspects of his estate affairs. His 
employees were almost totaily reliant on him, although they largely 
ignored him when he provided the initiative and imagination which 
they themselves lacked. Not only were his detailed instructions neglec- 
ted, but there was also a steady decline in the efficiency with which the 
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routine administration of the estate was conducted. The responsibility 
for dealing with situations which arose unexpectedly was, if possible, 
evaded and, in particular, both the condition of his property and 
relationships with the tenants greatly worsened. 


IV 


Nevertheless, it would be wrong to conclude that the behaviour of 
Sir Marmaduke and his employees was almost wholly responsible for 
such deterioration as occurred. A leading part was played by other, 
more general factors which were substantially beyond their control. 
Paramount among these was the comparatively depressed state of 
British agriculture between the mid-17th and mid-18th centuries. The 
century before 1640 was one of population growth and rising prices; 
thereafter there ensued a long period of relative stability in both 
respects. Because food supply tended to outstrip demand prices were 
much less favourable to the farmer than previously, and remained so 
until the demographic revolution of the later 18th century boosted 
consumption to hitherto unprecedented levels.?* Moreover, within the 
larger period the decades 1730-50 have long been identified as years of 
particular difficulty. “All history’, one 18th-century writer declared, 
‘cannot furnish twenty such years of fertility and abundance as from 
1730 to 1750 when the average prices were the lowest ever known’.°°® 
Low prices meant that tenants had difficulty in paying their rents, that 
rent arrears rose, and that certain properties became untenanted and 
were not easily re-let — all of which problems occurred on Sir Marma- 
duke’s estates. In these circumstances many owners were obliged to 
invest unusually large sums in repair and construction work in order to 
attract new tenants and keep old ones. Failure to do this on the 
Constable estates exacerbated difficulties, but certainly did not cause 
them. 

The situation in regard to tithes provides a good example of how the 
problems of these decades must be viewed in a somewhat wider pers- 
pective. While Sir Marmaduke was away one of Potts’ most persistent 
problems concerned the sub-letting of the family’s tithe lease. Tenants 
renaged on their bargains at both Bielby and Hayton, rents were 
progressively reduced, and on more than one occasion Potts had to 
resort to direct sale, either to the tithe owners or on the open market 
(47, 78). However, the problem had a pedigree stretching back to the 


35. See Introduction to J. D. Chambers & G. E. Mingay, The Agricultural 
Revolution 1750-1880 (1966). 

36. G. E. Mingay, ‘The Agricultural Depression, 1730-50’, Econ. Hist. Rev., 2nd 
series, vol. 8, no. 3 1956, p. 336, and passim for the remainder of this 
paragraph. 
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1680s. Because the lease was long and cheap there was little incentive 
to relinquish it. But in an era of falling prices tithes were more than 
usually unpopular, hard to collect and subject to evasion, and thus 
difficult to sub-let for any length of time or at a rate which would 
produce the profit originally envisaged. Although particularly acute 
from 1730 onwards, the problem was a long-standing one. The fruits of 
agricultural improvement served to heighten the resentment against 
tithes. Increased yields meant an increased return for the tithe owner 
or, if they were sub-let, for the lessee, neither of whom had to bear the 
costs of improvement.*’ On his own property Sir Marmaduke was 
keenly aware of the benefits accruing from such capital expenditure at 
a time when farming incomes were being depressed, though his long 
absence after 1730 helped to create circumstances in which the level of 
his investment was greatly reduced just when it was most required. 

It must also be borne in mind, however, that, in absenting himself 
for so long and at such a distance from his affairs, Sir Marmaduke may 
have been untypical but was by no means unique. A degree of absentee- 
ism was inevitable when estates were scattered, as they often were. 
Moreover, from the late 17th century a variety of factors — political, 
social and economic — had produced a notable rise in the incidence of 
absentee ownership.*® Primarily as a result of this there was simulta- 
neous growth in the importance of estate stewards or agents. Indeed, an 
increasing number of professional and semi-professional consultants and 
employees of various kinds came to be associated with estate manage- 
ment.°? Sir Marmaduke himself drew on the resources of many such 
individuals. In his case, however, the length of his absence, when added 
to the difficulties of communication and the peculiar inadequacies of 
Potts, produced a lack of co-ordination which was a recipe for partial 
regression. 

The word ‘partial’ is used advisedly. For, although Sir Marmaduke’s 
estate was neglected, his general financial and economic circumstances 
were not in decline during this period. The income from the tithe 
sub-lease steadily decreased but the amount was small in relation to his 
gross annual income.*° Rent arrears grew with his absence but never 
reached the proportions which they had assumed during his father’s 


37. E. J. Evans, ‘Tithing Customs and Disputes: The Evidence of Glebe Terriers 
1698-1850’, Ag. Hist. Rev., vol. 18, pt. 1, 1970, pp. 17-35. 

38. P. Roebuck, ‘Absentee Landownership in the Late 17th and Early 18th 
Centuries. A Neglected Factor in English Agrarian History’, Ag. Hist. Rev., 
vol. 21, pt. 1,. 1973; pp. 1-17. 

39. E. Hughes, ‘The 18th Century Estate Agent’ in Essays in British and Irish 
History, eds. H. A. Cronne, T. W. Moody, & D. B. Quinn (1949); G. E. 
Mingay, “The 18th Century Land Steward’ in Land, Labour and Population in 
the Industrial Revolution, eds. E. L. Jones & G. E. Mingay (1967). 

40. DDEV/56/91-166. 


EVERINGHAM ESTATE CORRESPONDENCE 1726-43 19 


lifetime.*' Before 1725 they had been virtually non-existent and his 
concern stemmed as much from their appearance as from their size. 
Neither of these two factors resulted in significant reductions in the size 
of his annual income. 

At least £1,000 was forwarded annually to Sir Marmaduke. Besides 
paying for his travels, this money was devoted to the purchase of 
books, paintings and sculptures. These were sent to England (144) and 
later formed a considerable and valuable part of Sir Marmaduke’s 
personal estate. Despite the half-yearly quotas which they sent to 
Wright, Potts and Champney were sometimes embarrassed by the size 
of the sums of money which remained in their hands at a time when 
estate expenditure, as distinct from the need for it, was low, and when 
both their accounts were in surplus. By March 1737 Potts had lodged 
over £1,000 more than his requirement with Wright, primarily for 
safety’s sake (87). Much of this surplus capital was loaned. By August 
1744 Sir Marmaduke had lent £5,000 to his nephew, Sir Carnaby 
Haggerston. He lent others a further £600 but had difficulty in satis- 
factorily placing his money in the provinces, and determined to avoid 
unsecured loans after a Benedictine friend of Potts had been slow to 
repay a loan of £200 (55). In 1737 Sir Marmaduke directed Wright to 
invest in some of the public funds (84). No accounts of the resulting 
transactions have survived but scattered evidence indicates that at least 
£3,000 was invested in East India bonds, while there is the suggestion 
that much more was invested in this way.** Despite these resources, Sir 
Marmaduke made no attempt, nor was he pressed, to discharge his 
remaining mortgage debt of £2,000 after reassigning it in 1732.7? 

By 1740 Sir Marmaduke was exhibiting an old man’s anxiety to 
bring his affairs into order but only necessity, in the shape of the chaos 
which followed Potts’ death in 1743, brought him back to England. As 
early as February 1741 he complained of ‘pure idleness... not 
knowing where to go to see what I have not before. Travelling is almost 
done when we find no variety’.** But even when the desire to travel 
had waned, Sir Marmaduke preferred to live on the Continent. Nor was 
there a revival of his previous interest in his estate affairs after his 
return; he did what was necessary and no more. As he had never 
married this included settling the whole of his estate after his death on 
William, the second son of Sir Carnaby Haggerston, and his male heirs 
forever, which he did in 1744 soon after returning to England.*® In the 


41. DDEV/68/123. 

42. DDEV/56/484b; 58/118. 

43. DDEV/31/183-4. 

44. In a letter from Cambrai to Sir C. Haggerston, 28 February 1741 — 
DDEV/60/85a. 

45. DDEV/31/187-8; 53/37-41. 
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following March he asked one of his servants ‘this summer’ to ‘represent 
more lively to me the situation of my affairs ...in Yorkshire’, and 
added: ‘this will be the last that I shall trouble myself with them’. 
Having no desire to live at Everingham, he probably returned to rooms 
at Farnham which the Haggerstons had previously reserved for him, 
where he spoke of passing ‘the rest of my days quietly’.*° This was not 
to be. In that year of the second Jacobite rebellion Sir Marmaduke was 
a marked man and sometime during the autumn or winter he was 
imprisoned in York Castle. He escaped and fled back to the Continent, 
dying in Paris on 15th June, 1746.47 

William Haggerston-Constable did not attain his majority until 
1752.48 In the intervening period he completed his education abroad 
while his father, aided by a newly-appointed and highly efficient 
steward, brought order back to the Constable estates. Moreover, the 
proceeds of the sale of Sir Marmaduke’s personal estate, nearly 
£12,000, were used to purchase a substantial property at Seaton Ross 
near Everingham. This was considerably more valuable than any other 
single property which the family owned, or had owned, and represented 
the opportunity for which Sir Marmaduke had looked for so long, as 
well as the major result of his achievements. In 1758 William’s marriage 
to Lady Winifred Maxwell brought him a dowry of £6,000 and the 
Barony of Herries in Scotland. Two years earlier he had commissioned 
John Carr to build a new Hall at Everingham; this, one of the finest 
Georgian country houses in Yorkshire, was finally completed in 
1764.4? Meanwhile, the general economic situation had greatly im- 
proved. Under pressure of demand from renewed population growth 
agricultural prices rose steadily. This enabled wholesale rent increases 
and encouraged wide-ranging improvements. By 1780 almost all of the 
Yorkshire estate had been enclosed by acts of Parliament. The circum- 
stances of earlier decades were utterly transformed. 

To dwell on this longer-term perspective is, of course, to risk 
distorting the short-term historical reality. By providing a sharp focus 
on contemporary events and attitudes the letters below reduce that risk 
to a minimum. As they so vividly illustrate, life for ordinary people in 
the early 18th century, particularly during a period of agricultural 
depression was full of fear and uncertainty. Natural forces dictated the 
pattern of their lives and held their future prospects in a vice-like grip. 


46. As reported in a letter to Sir C. Haggerston, 1 March 1745 — DDEV/60/85a. 

47, DDEV/54/17; 68/43; Calendar of Treasury Books & Papers, 1742-5, pp. 755, 
768, 775; H. Foley, op. cit., vol. 1, p. 628. 

48. For fuller treatment of the developments mentioned in this paragraph, see 
Roebuck thesis, vol. 1, pp. 343-58. 

49. R. B. Wragg, ‘Everingham Park: Carr’s Work Authenticated’, East Riding 
Georgian Society, Transactions, vol. 4, pt. 2, 1955-6, pp. 53-5. 
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Only the wealthy few, like Sir Marmaduke, could escape to more secure 
and comfortable alternatives elsewhere. 
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THE CORRESPONDENCE 


1 (DDEV/60/84g) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 6 September 1726 


....Mr Drayper’ sent word to John to come over to him last 
Sunday, as he did. That Gentleman is very desirous to know your 
resolution in reference to your joyneing packs of hounds; and moreover 
told him, that in case you did, he thought it conveniant to order 
matters so, that if he came over to you, he would leave his young 
hounds att home; and if you sent over to him, he expected the like 
from you, judgeing it enough for young hounds to be hunted on[c]e a 
week. John would know whether he is to hunt aboute home or not: Mr 
Cutler haveing begun, and killd a brace of foxe’s in Holmewood in one 
day. He says you have seventeen couple of running hounds in the 
Kennel. Yesterday I walkd round the Parke to view the Pails, which I 
found standing, saveing the side against the towen, which I suppose has 
been longe so. The fog in the Woodfields is short, and looks brown for 
want of rain we haveing had none about four weeks till last Sunday, 
when we had nigh upon four hours rain, and this day a steeping rain. I 
saw noe Deer when I took my round, and told John as much, who sayd 
they were in the wildest of the Parke, to the number of sixty head 
young and old as nigh as he could guess..... When the Books were 
taken out of the Closset there was a bird nest in one of the highest 
corners built upon the books. All neighbours (for what I know) are 
well, as [hope you are.... 


2 (DDEV/60/84g) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 12 October 1726 


Your Honours of the first of this, I had the eight, and am truely 
concerned to hear that the pain and stiffness in your knee and thigh is 
noe better for bathing; but I hope a few days more may work the 
desired cure: tho your continuance there be a trouble to me, who daly 
wishes for your returne..... The Boy Will was forced to goe off all ina 
sudain, a naughty hussey att Shipton laying the cause of her big belly to 
his charge. I told Thomas to take his livery and hatt from him, which he 
did to the boys great discontent. The other two goes a hunting alterna- 
tim as John has appoynt’d, that both may know something of that 
matter. I sayd in one of mine (as informed) that Mr Palmes boy was of 
a different persuasion’, but it is not so. The cows yealded better butter 
in the Car Closes than in the park, but now are removed into the New 
Close, the fatt goods into the woodfield which come on very well..... 
What to say of our New Governess I am att a loss, she pretends to 
much, but I see her doe nothing but sew and open and shoot the 
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windows to air the rooms. We have few varieties, good beafe our daly 
food, saveing now and then a goose, or pullet. She seems to be saveing 
enough, but I doe not take her to be the best contriver. She has made 
som quantity of jamme; but seldome or never puts her hand to cookery 
and therefore must suspend my judgement for fear I doe her wrong, 
and pinn it upon Champneys Sleane,> who knows her perfections 
better than I. She never appears before seven....we have had a 
favourable season since this month came in, all hands att work to gett 
the seed into the ground... . Your servant [was left]* a strict charge to 
be carefull of the bottld bear, and not without good reason, for the 
number was small, and very few used since you went from home, which 
could not be avoided, and judged necessary by me: I have been 
sometimes asked for a botle, but often refused, and yet the woman tells 
me that there are not above 40 botles remaining in the Cellar under the 
whitte stairs. | hope he has a Magazine somewhere else. for that which 
was last botled off was very flat, and I doubt whether it will ever please 
you. Mr Draper came here last night in order to hunt on the other side 
of the Darwent the next day..... Its very much talked in York that it 
will be a match between Sr Edw Gascoigne and Miss Hungate,° many 
sorry to hear it, and amongst the rest Your Most Humble Ser. 


3 (DDEV/60/34¢g) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 7 November 1726 


In my last of the 31 of Oct. I told your Honour, that Richard 
Harrison® was gone to London, and by meer chance Thomas heard of it 
att pocklington fair. He was indeed here on the eighteen of the last, but 
spook not a word of his intended journey, but only that he came upon 
business to Thomas who that day was att Drax Court. he went by sea. 
After I hear off it, I was mighty uneasy, and told Thomas without any 
further delay to goe to Acklam to take a private view of his effects: 
which he did. And after he had gone through his grounds and seen the 
stock upon it he went by a back way to the house, and calld the sister 
aside; of whome he demanded: If her Brother had left the rent in her 
hands, upon case it were calld for, and what other orders he had left 
with her. As to the moneys she sayd, he had taken all with him, spook 
nothing of the rents, but that he would either be down, or writt to her 
before Martinmass; but in case he did neither, than she was to send 
word to Thomas to hire a servant to take care of the farme. This 
relation created more uneasyness, and therefore posted Thomas away 
to consult Robt Watson, and Mr Myars’ whether it was not most 
conveniant and safe to make a seosor of all his goods to secure your 
Honour’s rent, his return lookeing dubious; they agreed that it was, and 
therefore Thomas this day is gone to mark the goods, and take an 
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Inventory of full the Chatles. Tho it may be a reflection upon the 
young man if he returns, but he may thank himselfe for it, for being so 
privately off. Thomas by this means may finde shelter for himselfe and 
perhaps recover his £29: According to his computation, all Harrisons 
Household and other goods will amount to aboute £80. Now when all 
the rent due, Thomas’ debt (suppose there be noe more) and the 
servants wages are payd, I fear there will be litle remaineing. I wish you 
may approve of these proceedings. .... Mr Draper is to dine here today 
and goe on with his own and your Honour’s Hounds to Lybourn. The 
last week being very frosty, and a good quantity of snow, the brick- 
layers could not worke, but both being gone one is come today to 
prepaire the lime against tomorrow [when]® the bricklayer has 
promissed to come without fail, and when he has finished the wall, he 
will put in the two shashes in the best room.... 


4 (DDEV/60/84¢g) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 5 December 1726 


gene Harrison of Acklam is returnd, and not a litle surprized att our 
proceeding, not suspecting that he would be so hardly delt with, upon 
the account of his abscence. Thomas told him your Honour’s orders 
conc[erning]? the payment of a years rent, and that he is to discharge 
that, before he could give him any say over the goods seized. He has 
noe cash in hand, but says that he writt to his Unkle by the first post to 
send as much as will clear him of that incumbrance. But this answer 
brings new difficultes upon him: For either he knew his circumstances 
when he was with his Unkle, or he did not? If he did, Why did he not 
when present prevail for such a summe as would make him easy, as now 
to writt, as if a bare letter had more power of persuasion, than a 
moveing speech that layd open his sinking condition: If he did not 
know his own circumstances, what can he plead, or say for himselfe. 
This is noe better than shuffling if I be not mistaken. .... The quantity 
of Barley bought last year is as follows: viz from the two Tennants of 
Thorpe 38 Quarters. 2 Bushell. Tyth Barley 4 Quarters. That was the 
provision layd in last year, from which your Honour may frame a 
judgement what to Order for the ensuing year..... Since my account 
of the botled Bear, there has been three botles drunk, two calld for by 
Mr Draper, One by my self for Mr Lawson, Mr Brown, and young Mr 
Layborn.!° All sort of Grains rise here: a number of Badgers flock into 
the Market and buys up all ways the wheat and Rye they can lay there 
hands on: tho there has not been so promisseing a Winter Crop these 
many years than is now upon the ground; which puts me in minde of 
one of Harrisons Mismanagements, who is sayd to have sold last spring, 
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or sometime before harvest standing corn to the value of £20, or 
thereabouts, which must be a great prejudice to the Tenement..... 


5 (DDEV/60/84¢) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 2 January 1727 


Your Honours of the 24 of the last I received Saterday night, and am 
as much surprized as you can be that Mr Wright'' has given you noe 
account of the recept of my letter with the inclosed Bills: For I can 
assure you, that I sent it foreward the very day I mentioned, inclosed to 
Mr Metcalfe,’? with a particular charge to put that letter into the Post 
himselfe, which he did. For I being calld to York; the 14 by Mr 
Helme,'* he positively told me he put it in himselfe... . Mr Palms, 
and his son Stap:'* presents there service to you and has made you a 
present of a Hound Bitch; but would not have you to lett Mr Draper 
know from whence you had her, she is of his own bred, a Hound of 
speed and beauty, as I am told. We have the most variety of weather 
that I ever knew, rain in the evening, and frosty next morning, and 
these three mornings the frost has been as intense as ever. The water in 
the Intack is drayned, but the ditch in the Peecker is not deep enough 
to carry it that way, but has level enough to goe by Blackburns laine 
into the Street... .... Harrison did not come last week according to 
pro[misse]'* to discharge part of his rent, and therefore Thomas is 
gone to him today, who now begins to apprehend his own danger, and 
is sensible that the estimate made by himselfe will fall short of what he 
expected, or thought, and the longer he desires it the less hay there 
must needs be, and the corn will not answer the summe he sett down, 
which make two great artickles in his account viz: £24. He has sent for 
a writt to hold the fellow to Bail, which he expects will come by the 
first post... <2 


6 (DDEV/60/84g) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 27 March 1727 


Your continued Silence gives me hopes of your speedy returne, or 
otherways you would have sent your fresh orders (as desired) aboute 
the walke and trenches in the Garden. Last thursday came a parcell of 
French fur, and according to Mr Brigham!® directions was sowen the 
next day in vacant places in the Wyeclose bank, where they had failed 
before, what is left I have. I told you in my last that Thomas designed 
for York fair, att which the two Oxen bought of Tho: Smouthman for 
£8.7.6 he sold for £16-19-0. and another Ox for £7-17-0 which with his 
partner was bought for £10-12-6. but the beast sold is the better of the 
bWO. 2 Thomas desires to know whether you will be pleased to grant 
his request, or not, as to Harrisons farme; Ladyday being now past, that 
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upon the grant of that favour (which he earnestly begs) he may in time 
provide a stock answerable..... You told me in one of yours to 
dismiss our Governant if she married, but that being so long keep a 
secret from me, and only knowen alate, as I told you in my last, and 
receiveing noe answer to that particular, nor indeed to any other since 
the 25 of the last, I think it will signifie litle to turn her off till you 
send another to take the charge of your Household goods, and not to 
trust any other in the interim with them, as ordred in yours. .... John 
hunted twice last week alone, on tuesday att Duffell, where he was 
meet by the two Palms Mr Lawson, and Mr Vavasour Junior.’ 7 he killd 
a dog fox, after which, they ran a second, and earthed, but finding her a 
sucking bitch, turned her loose: On fryday he hunted att Holme to 
moderate the outcrys of the people. Mr Draper is to be here this night 
to hunt tomorrow aboute Sparrington, that people being outrageous for 
the last of there lambs. .... 


7 (DDEV/60/84g) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 8 May 1727 


Your Honours of the 29 of April, I received the second of this, and 
as before so now I read your directions to Ralph who says he under- 
stands them. My designe in mentioning the Gardener of Lonsbrough, 
was not to enducc you to any further charges, but only to have some 
insight to save charges, thinking that Ralph took too much time in 
cleaning the ground from quicks: for as I sayd before, so I doe again 
acknowledge that I doe not understand it; and therefore requested that; 
that worke might be deferrd till your returne: which I beg may be 
soon: For I foresee that whatever mismanagement has or shall fall out, 
or dilapidation made will be turned upon me, especially in regard to 
your wine. For the Woman (if credit be given to her words) says she 
never took a botle, but by my orders but if so I may safely depose that 
there has not been above two dozen made use off since you left 
Everingham, nor indeed any that could be well spared: unless perhaps 
too free in treating My Myers and Rob: Watson with three or four 
botles at different times when they came upon business, but for those I 
shall not refuse to refound the value whenever you call for it. yet 
notwithstanding this, the first bing on the righ hand att the entrance of 
the Cellar is considerably deminished: but doe take all the rest to be as 
they were before: and therefore to prevent any future imbezelment 
have sealed up the Wine Cellar door, which has touched our Governant 
to the heart; who before a strainger did demand to be dismissed, and 
declared she would not stay a day beyond the 30 of this, being the year 
day she came to this place. As to gett any other person in her place, | 
know of none, nor doe I think it would be proper (but this with 
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submission) to hire any for so short a time; for such an one may be very 
extravigant, knowing her days to be short: and on the other hand I 
hope itt will not be long before you pitch upon some. I hope we shall 
manage for a while without any. I can assure you that I am very uneasy 
in your abscence, Our Governant being so very tufty, and has her spark 
to lye with her in her bed, tho therebe the two other maids in another 
bed in the same Room. O shame indeed, or rather voide of shame. I 
never heard of itt till [last]'® night. Pray determine her wages, for she 
will be gone, as [she] says upon the count of mistrustfullness, and 
cannot endure such parsons as are so, haveing formarly had more in 
trust than now, and never before suspected. The particular of the goods 
delivered up to her by her Predecessour I have in the Linnen drawer. 
Thomas is the only person than can take in the linnen account, because 
present when delivered to her..... The week before the last we had 
much lightning which has blasted the greatest part of Aples; we have a 
good share of Apricocks but very litle other Wall fruite, tho we seldome 
had a better prospect; but the late and hard frosts did damage amongst 
the Peaches and Nectarines. Two buds of the Old large Peach inoculated 
in an Apricock branch takes, a[nd] two more looks as if they would 
bud out. The Pear tree which was grafted three years ago as you goe out 
of the Garden to the Dog Kennel, from Mr Lawsons grafts, has a pritty 
quantity of Pears on it, but none upon the rest, nor ever bloomed..... 


8 (DDEV/60/84g) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 9 June 1727 


ents We have daly rain, and have had great floods, the roads and 
ground full of water, and I am told that the middows on Ouse and 
Darwent are overflowed. The Drain in the New Close lately cut has 
preserved it from being flooded. From this you may guess att the State 
of the Carr, now again as full as ever with Water. As I was yesterday att 
dinner in the kitchin there was a great rush in your bed chamber, where 
upon I sent to see what it was, and found that an other large piece of 
plaster was fallen att the entrance within the door. I can not imagin 
how it hapnes, since noe water droops are to be seen, and allmost every 
night a fire keept in the room dureing winter. The plaster must surely 
be to thick, that the very weight pulls it down. The bed teaster is not as 
yet repaired the joyner failing of his promisse; nor am I much con- 
cerned at his delay, since | am informed that you have bespook new 
Cortins for your own bed..... 


9 (DDEV/56/30 f. 113) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS London, 30 April 1730 


I received since I came here both your Letters, and must leave all 
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such triffling business, as what you mention concerning Rob. Jones to 
your own discresion, only take this for a rule that I would rather have 
my Cottages diminished, than increased, tho I am now in Everingham 
att or about the number of houses I would be att..... Sir Robert 
Frogmorton'? is in town, and going to commence Foxhunter, I am 
sorry I have disposed of my hounds for his sake, and believe I shall 
order Lady and Wanton, after I have bred a Litter out of each to him 
and Britton. Sir John Swinburne?®.... desires I would .... lett him 
have two brace of Fawnes, White or of lightest Mannelld. Let John have 
orders to prepare such, or of the best colours that drops. I shall be glad 
to hear that Robt Mell*' has finished my inclosure, and what prospect 
that ground showes for hay, and if the lowest parts of it are not now 
Most dTY aun ss My Boy is come down with the horses. I gave him a 
guinea to bear his charges which he is to account with you for, then 
dismissed for his new Master att Stockil.?* I have not yet finished my 
affairs here as to fix a day for my journey abroad, but I hope to do it in 
about a week. I shall be glad to hear from you as often as you think 
Occasion... 4 I shall in a very small time Order Robert?’ to you att 
Everingham. I shall be glad to hear how my Plantation goes on both 
Standards and underwood..... 


10 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 113-114) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS London, 12 May 1730 


....a§ its impossible for me att the distance I shall be soon at, to 
answer or determine every litle accident that may occur in my litle 
affairs, so must leave them to your prudence and discretion. Robert 
shall be with you in some small time and by him will send severall 
Orders by word of mouth. The Bank you mention att Drax, by papers 
mislaid plainly appears that severall Townships were obliged to contri- 
bute to the repair of it. If John Smith** has read these papers, and 
knows the content of them I cannot think but the Commissioners of 
the Sewers will have regard to them, if they will not I must find my 
remedy at my return. Lett us avoid all dispute and Law in my absence. 
If the trees in the row next to Blackburnes house are not sold, which 
Mr Lawson promissed me he would doe for me, then the house may 
stand till the next year. When its removed and rebuilt I intend it shall 
be thatched, not tyled. As to the tythe of Bealby Robt shall have 
instructions. The Rabbits of the sand hills, if worth a pepercorne lett 
them be lett accordingly, and with a view to have an usefull quantity 
for my own use att my return. The deeds of purchace of the Cottage in 
Bealby, and the free Ing in Everingham I left in Mr Craddocks”* hands 
to gett registred, and then delivered to you which I do not hear he has 
done. You are att the same time to pay him his Bill of charges. When 
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Robt comes to you lett him be sent about to gett in all arreares. | 
wonder Jack Horseley does not pay his rent. Pray lett me know how 
my Elems*® and Quickwood sett this year comes on, and how far 
Robert Mell has gott in the incloseing, and devideing my Carr ground, 
and whether it promisses for good meadow this year, or not..... Pray 
take care of your health, gett on horseback. 


11 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 1-2) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 3 September 1730 


I have been att a loss for want of directions to writt to you.... the 
tyth of Bealby is throwen into your own hands. .. . As soon as Robert 
came home he went to see if he could agree with your in Tennants, but 
could not come neare the usuall rent. John Bolderson is a vile fellow. 
This troublesome affair will hinder your other concerns, so that nothing 
is yet done in the hall garth, John as I told you in my last, being taken 
up with looking att the ground, and goeing with the Mares to the 
horses, and bitches to dogs, till Roberts returne, who is all togither 
imployd in tything and the other goeing with the waggon..... Jona- 
than Hair is dead and the widdow has accually sold her quick goods, 
and designs to sell her crop and household goods as soon as she can. 
Rob: received the Moneys for what she sold, which will be more than 
will clear her rent. There is one att Seaton who desires to take the 
Tennement who formerly was a Poulterrer att Allerthorpe; John Mell 
recommends the man. You never mentioned what rent your Tennant 
att Bealby must pay. I suppose he must have the same Indulgence with 
the rest of your Tennants in haveing a halfe years rent in his hand: as 
allso Tho: Langhorn, who last week gave up his piece of Middow and is 
in a bad state of health. As to John’s goeing to Sr Rob: Throckmorton I 
have noe objection but this viz. the hazard your horses may run, if any 
accident befall them, for want of one who has some judgement in 
farrying. For since the tyth corn must be thrashed, and John declares 
that he cannot thrash, haveing some Ellment aboute his body which he 
does not think fit should be know, there will be a necessity to have a 
day labourer for that work, and Robert thinks he can look att the 
grounds and fother the Deer and goods..... Rob: Watson was here last 
week to see if you would be pleased to forbeare the payment of his 
moneys till Candlemass;?’ which summ he could more conveniantly 
raise out of his Rabbits, than his weathers, they being a year too young 
for sail, which would turn considerably to his loss. but I told him that it 
was impossible for me to have your Answer to this before the 14th of 
this instant, since I knew not how to direct to you..... Your Cottagers 
have been extreem obstanate, none of them would come to our assist- 
ance except poor Samuel Cook who falling before your Waggon in 


30 EVERINGHAM ESTATE CORRESPONDENCE 1726-43 


goeing to Bealby for hay, the wheel run over his leg, and crushed so, 
that he has not been able to doe any work all this harvest; a great loss 
to the poor man, and what recompence can be made is in your breast. I 
think it would not be amiss if the tyth barly att least was made into 
Malt, and brewed in March; but if you think to be at home against next 
winter which I hope you will, (for I am uneasy) there must be a 
quantity of Barly bought. it would be much better for the casks, for I 
fear they will corrupt, tho they be close corkd and the dregs in them. 
but your orders to this is desired..... I heartily wish you back again, 
for I allready foresee that you have cut out more work than will be 
done: 4%. 2% I wish you good success att the Spaw and a safe and speedy 
return. 


12 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 115-116) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Rotterdam, 21 October 1730 


I thought to have writt to yu from Calais, but I stayed there but 
some few hours, I had not time. I have been allmost ever since in 
perpetuall motion, except the time I stayed att Spa, and have allready 
run thro all Flanders, Great part of Germany, and all Holland. The 
pleasure I have had in my journeys is inexpressable, and repent nothing 
so much as sitting att home so many years idle. Robert I suppose gott 
to you ere long after he left me in my road to Dover. | Remember to 
have given him severall Directions in writting which I hope have, or will 
be executed. I have not intirely foregott Everingham, and shall be glad 
to hear how all things go on there; and particularly my litle Plantation. 
Robert I conclude presides over all my affairs in Yorkshire under your 
direction as Champney does in Linconshire. Robert behaved himselfe so 
well in London, that you shall allow him £20 a year for his wages and 
board wages, till my return, and his Clothes as I ordred Nappier to 
make them, so I have consulted the famous Docr Borhaven about my 
lameness, and if the Regimen he has put me into, cures me, as he 
believes it will, Shame be it to our English Phisitians. If it proves so, 
once more a pack of Foxhounds..... I am now as nigh to you as the 
sea will permitt, and have this day seen on board severall of my Brother 
Travellers, who are sailed with a fair wind for England. But I have noe 
thoughts that way, but on the contrary steer my course tomorrow for 
Antwerp, where after some stay there, and att Brusselles intend for 
Lovaine in my way to Paris..... I suppose you and Champney are 
preparing to send me up the five hundred pounds as I ordred halfe 
yearly. It will not defray my charges that £1000 p annum, and so have 
ordred an addition from my affairs in London..... Direct all your 
Letters in Covers to Mr Wright, who now shall have orders and direc- 
tions how to send them tome..... 
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13 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 2-4) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 2 November 1730 


I had the favour and satisfaction of yours of 21 of the last instant, 
and the more because it expressed the pleasure you have had in your 
travells, and your hops of acure..... You suppose that Champney and 
I are prepairing to send you five hundred pounds. As for my part I 
never thought of returneing any till Lady Day, you haveing engaged Mr 
Cookson of Leeds*® to lett you have the sa[i]d summe. Sr I allways 
looked upon for my share for Michaellmass, 1730 and Lady Day 1731. 
And this likewise Mr Brighams opinion. But if Mr Champney who will 
be here in a short time with his accounts, can returne the summe you 
require, and assigne; with his proportion against Lady Day; my part 
shall with all readyness and joy be given him. For it lyes dead in my 
hands, nor shall make use of any of your Moneys..... Rob: Watson 
was punctually payd in..... Mr Champney was here aboute ten days 
agoe being apprehensive of the loss of a halfe year rent, from William 
Young, and plainly told me that it would lye att my door if it hapned 
soe. Three halfe year would have been due att Martinmass, nor could 
we distreine for more than a year; upon which according to his desire I 
sent Robin over after him and a letter to the party who payed with 
much reluctance the said halfe year rent: I may in this have incurred 
your displeasure, but I rather chouse to doe it with justice to all parties, 
than with too much indulgence to your loss. I know I have exceeded 
the extent of my power, but it is only what was necessary and be a 
caution to many there of being more punctuall for the future..... 
Bealby tyths were throwen into your hands, the Inhabitants..... has 
offered it att £30 per annum, which is £5-14-00 less than the 
Jackson[s] gave in clear moneys. This troublesome affair has put a 
stope to your other concerns..... Jonathan Hare .. dead, and.. the 
widdow .. given up her farme. Rob: has secured the rent and lett to 
anothere, both the house and Barn are ruinous and must be repaired 
betore the Tennant enter... ... ... 


14 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 116-117) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Brussels, 5 December 1730 


This morning I received your Letter dated the 2 of November your 
stile, the post goeing out in about an hour will make my answer very 
short. The moneys I have ordred to be sent me up from you and 
Champney amounts to a £1000. £500 att Michaelmass, and £500 att 
Lady Day, and each of you to pay £250 each payment. I also further 
ordred that Champney was to return the £500 att Michaelmass, you 
sending him £250, and you was to returne the £500 att Lady Day, after 
he bringing you over £250. I spoke to Sr Edward Gascoigne who writt 
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to Mr Cookson only for a returne yearly of £500 and that about Lady 
Day. This is as plain as I can writt, and I hope you understand it, and 
will see it don. Champney has actually returned his £250, and Mr 
Wright has given me advice of it. What you have don to Will. Young | 
approve of, and pray lett not my Tennants run in arrear, as I allow 
them time sufficiant, its what they must not expect; and pray keep 
punctuall payments with the two five hundred payments as above 


mentioned..... What I have planted of Elmes and Quickwood, I would 
have supplyd what fails, but will have nothing done anew till my 
arrival. . <i. What you doe about your Land in hand, pray do not 


trouble me with that, till my returne, what moneys in hand after you 
have payd your £250 for Michaelmass last you may mention in a gross 
summ. I would have Bealby tyth lett att what can be gott. Make the 
best of it this year you can; but I will not have any provision layd in of 
any kind for my return, that being far from my thoughts att present. I 
must conclude in repeating that you will be very exact in getting ready 
the £250 each halfe year, and that you order Champney to doe the 
sanie’. .. ss 


15 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 4-5) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 4 January 1731 


Yours of the 5 of Dec: I received the 14th of our stile, which I take 
to be your 25. and upon the receit thereof did the same day write to Mr 
Cookson, to see if he could lett me have a bill of £250 att present, 
which he answred he could..... Mr Champney did not come accord- 
ing to promisse, but lett me know that he was ill, and looked upon 
himselfe, as he expressed it in a waisting condition. I daly expect him. 
and if he comes not this week, shall writt unto him. you need not fear 
but we shall be more punctuall in returneing the Other £500 soon after 
Lady Day, and I doubt not but Mr Cookson will doe us that good 
OLMCe hn... <% your hounds or whelps in town are very poor, no[n]e 
keeps them well but Tho: Dean..... Danel Decow®® has toke a farme 
at Howden, but has not given up your farme, but designes as I [am] 
told by J: Smith to plough up all your ground, and to gett what he can 
this year; and take to lett your farme, alledgeing that in case he went 
off, you told him to gett you a good Tennant. Richard Archer is goeing 
to live at hull, and pretends to lett your Close along with his land, 
alledeing allso, that he has your leave to doe it. I am convinced that 
from the time you took in the Wood field into your own hands, you 
have been wronged in the taxes, for you allow the tennants the same 
taxes you did before, and has payd and now allows a part for all the 
wood field; and yett by takeing in that field, there is noe more land in 
Everingham; but how to rectifie the errour I know not being ignorant 
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of the chainge of lands att that time, but its plain that what ever you, 
have payd, or allowed upon that account is more than used to be. As to 
this year I hope to have it better regulated, haveing cald in there tax 
Dballsy1y 3°. I would know whether you'll have a Court kept after Easter 
or not, Mr Brown says you ordred it. 


16 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 117-118) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Ghent, 16 January 1731 


Your last Letter that I have received was dated the 2d. of Nov, 
which I answered the day it came to me att Brussels, and thought it 
would be sufficient to rectifie the mistake that was between yu and 
Champney. By a letter the Other day from Mr Wright of the 21 of 
Decembr I find there is noe more moneys even yet to him returned 
than £250 from Champney, att which I am surprised. For tho my last 
letter to you from Brusselles should have miscarried, yet upon the first 
meeting of you and Champney I should humbly suppose you might 
think that £250 was too mean a Summ for my expence for halfe a year. 
What I determined when I left home was £1000 a year to be remitted 
me out of my whole Estate. In Letters before I left London I told you 
that the first £500 was to be returned to Mr Wright as soon after 
Michaelmass day as possible by Champney, of which out of my rents in 
Yorkshire was to furnish him with £250. the other £250 he was to 
provide out of my Lincolnshire Estate. That as soon as possible after 
Lady Day £500 more was to be returned me: out of which Champney 
was to pay £250, and you the other £250. that Mr Cookson had 
promissed Sir Edward Gascoigne to supply you with a Bill for that 
Summ, you giving him notice a week before by Letter. I repeated this 
to Robert by word of mouth more than once before he left me: with 
this further precaution that you and Champney should correspond 
some distance of time before each of these fixed days, to prevent any 
disappointment or mistake on either side. I cannot explain this fuller, 
so leave it till your answer. Lett it be as soon as can conveniently, for I 
would have that affaire in its right channel..... Lett all prudential 
Severity be showen to every Tennant who after so long a time as I have 
given them, are not punctually ready with there rents. Will Young will 
not continue his farme till my return, Indulgence is lost on him. What 
you are doeing att the Hall Garth I conclude is levelling from each Gate 
to the Street and the breadth of the circle wall within. I should be 
extreamly glad to have my Court finished, and the back to my house; 
but however I desire our own hands, I mean my servants may doe it att 
there leisure, tho its a great deal longer in doeing. Keep of hiring work 
as much [as] possible during my abscence, where its necessary it must 
be done. Are the Gates come from Mr Ettys, and are they put up. What 
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has Rob: Mell don in the Carr..... I would have yu prepare and raise 
me as many young trees as you can, but I think I best differr planting 
them out till my return. Lett Bealby tyth be lett, and lessen my horses 
and Beasts by keeping nothing but what is very good or very promis- 
sing. If you can spare ground after that lett it to the Tennants. The 
Inhabitants of Bealby offerred me att so much an Oxgang tyth as 
amounted to nigh £40, and seemed to be very willing of there bargain, 
so that they cannot desire it att less. You’l find most or a great many of 
there names with the price they were willing to give for there respective 
Oxgangs (Lett that be your guide or some method of that Nature) 
amongst my loose papers in my scrutoir. I am confident I could 
improve the Carr ground that I have inclosed by letting the Beck water 
over it, and the New Close. Let Robt Mell and my Man Robt lay there 
Noddles togither, but not to execute anything without your approba- 
hen oi <4 Has Mr Lawson paid for the Beast he bought of me, or have 
you any Memorandum of the price. I Lent his son £12 in London 
which is not repaid. I think I must advance him more money and buy 
his farme in Bealby. If I had been att home I would not have lett 
Jonathan Hairs farme but turned it into a Cottage, and have built it 
quite new and inclosed the Oxgangs in the fields. What Bricks have | 
before hand. I would have the Hall Garth cleaned from all sort of 
rubbish, and weeds and so manured to bring it to a fine green. I wish 
both the South Walls were inclosed and prepared for planting as I am 
going into France I could send you over fruit trees for them, but must 
differrtill they are iso:'s. 4 Trust to your own Judgement what is to be 
done in my abscence and all I dare say will goe well. I expect a friend 
here in some few days, from hence I shall goe to Douay and Cambray 
from whence I had a very kind invitation from your friend Mr South- 
cut.2! I wish you a happy new year. 


17 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 5-6) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 30 January 1731 


Yours of the 16 of this instant, I received the 18 and would have 
answered sooner if I had not wanted to gett a bill of Rob: Watson, 
being affraid to medle with any att York, but being after so long a stay 
disappointed by him I had recourse to Mr Brigham, by whose interest I 
gott a Bill for the £125 and put it into the Post wednesday last..... 
Ralph has throwen up Rob: Johns Cottage, refuseing to take care of 
him, since his wifes death. Rob: Emmerson undertakes that charge, and 
will goe to his house att Lady Day, so his Cottage will be emptat against 
that time, John would be glad to have it..... Robert desired a note of 
him [Mr Lawson] for the Catle bought, but his answer was that he 
would pay in the moneys the month following, but month, and months 


EVERINGHAM ESTATE CORRESPONDENCE 1726-43 35 


has there revolution, but noe moneys nor note. As to your Questions | 
answer as justly as I can. The first is concerning the hall Garth. Before 
that work was begun I desired Mr Lawson and Mr Knowlton?” to come 
here and agree upon the most proper, and cheapest way to doe, the 
latter is the only directer, and to his judgement I referd the whole 
work, since the other never came but once after. I am sensible the 
expence will be more than you would allow, but his designe is to doe it 
so, as to need noe amendment..... I cannot give a just account what 
Rob: Mell has done in the Carr, beyond securing the fox, and banks: 
the bancks grows as well as can be expected for part of the young trees 
are dead, but must be renewed this spring. as to the quickwood there, 
noe account can be given of it being sett only in Au[gust]** and the 
hedges in other parts come on very well: as allso the Elms in the middle 
walk. The Ellms and Layers you bought att Scorbrough are yet there. 
As to the letting of Bealby tyth I look upon it to be a difficult task, it 
haveing got so bad a character; you[r] paper setts it att 8s p Oxgang, 
much above what the very best would give; and others refuseing to give 
the haliew:2 +: I have not as yett spok to Rob: Mell about improveing 
the Carr closes, for the weather will not allow anything, our storme still 
continueing, and the cold more intense, it is this day four weeks since it 
DeSales. 2 As to my undertakeing the manaigment of your affair[s] , 
its what I am incapable off, but shall assist Robert as much as I can. 


18 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 118-119) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Paris, 20 February 1731 


My last Letter to you was dated from Ghent about the middle of 
January which I expect you received some time agoe. I had a line from 
Mr Wright wherein he acknowledges a bill from you to my use for 
£250. I hope for the future each halfe year will goe on payable in the 
same method between yu and Champney..... As for my young 
hounds give them to Draper or to some Gentleman that does want 
them. If Daniel Decow has taken a farme, lett mine to the best tennant 
you can find, and lett him know that att his peril he plowes any acres 
of fresh ground. Richd: Archer may keep his Closes as long as he farmes 
them himselfe but when he quitts choose a tennant for me yourselfe. 
The Tennants of Acklam to be lowered from Lady Day next..... It is 
many Months since I gave orders, pray use your skill..... As to the 
Courts continue them, as when I left home unless you think it will be 
better for to have them twice a year in my abscence..... Plant the wall 
where the Cherrie trees are with Cherries down to the old arbour, and 
take that away. Let the plants be as good as possible, and of good 
forwardly Cherries. You must bud the pear tree that is in that row with 
some good pear, and the vines to be left as they are, and I think one 
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single plumb tree, and as I remember that of the Orleance kind. All the 
other rubbish to be taken up, and wholly new planted. All the rest of 
the walls to be filled with new trees where wanting or ill bearers 
growing. I have but few Apricocks, encrease them as much as you can, 
and I wish they all could be produced from the old tree nigh the Dairy 
window. Sell all the young horses that doe not promisse well, for what 
you can gett, and beast too. Diminish my ground as much as you can in 
hand, and lett what ground you then can spare but have great care of 
my young hedges..... Are the draines in the Corn field made accord- 
ing to my Orders, when I viewed them with the Tennants. Is the Draine 
that comes into the Park by the Wye Close inlarged as I ordered it, from 
thence to where it unites to that of the Butcher Close and from thence 
thro’ the town at Everingham as far as the Cunny Garth. What do you 
do about the Rabbits. distroy them I hope in the Park, and preserve 
them on the sand hills and on the Moore..... I am lodged with your 
Friend Helmes. I have thoughts of goeing tomorrow to Pontise, and att 
my return shall chainge my apartment. Lett John and Robt have orders 
to preserve the Game as much as possible. I hope Draper has had good 
sport, and that his hounds are good..... Direct for me as follows till 
further orders A Monsieur Chevalier Constable chez Monsieur Alexan- 
der Banquier a Paris. That I hope you can read, if you cannot you must 
send my letters to Mr. Wright as before. Pray endeavour to follow the 
method of this country; Its impossible to imagine what great quantites 
of fruit are raised here in there Beste Courts that is against the Walls of 
there barns, stables and other offices, and outbuildings in generall. 
Contrive to doe the same, and it occures to me what a fine south aspect 
is the end of my barne for a pear or Apricock. I wish I cou’d send the 
plants from hence. I am endeavouring to try some, but go on to gett 
what you have occasion for att York, or else where, if they come over, 
and above place will be found for them. 


19 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 6-8) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 9 March 1731 


Yours of the 20 of Feb: and your last to me, I received but before 
the receipt I had writt to Mr Champney to come over and bring with 
him £250; but since receivd a letter from him (tho he does not 
acknowledge the receipt of mine) in which he desires Robert may goe 
over to receive the rents of the tennants; his words are as follows. For I 
think when they see him they will endeavour more to pay him than me. 
I am affraid severall rents will be wanting. | hope to go back with him 
and bring my accounts. If he comes not before Lady Day Rob: shall go 
over. In the same letter he tells me that the Tennant who has taken 
Holme hill farme in place of Mr Robinson deceased will want a house, 


EVERINGHAM ESTATE CORRESPONDENCE 1726-43 37 


and did all alonge think to have remove[d] the sheepherd-house to 
serve till your returne; but considering the removeing the same, putting 
up the chimney, and over setting the copper and Kettel, and laying the 
chamber will be a great charge, thinks it would be as good to build him 
a new house att first, and save the Other charges... .. Mr Dickinson34 
who promised to be there about Candlemass to sett out the Tennants 
lands in the field never went, tho Champney writt thrice unto him since 
the isayd terme... tod. I have not seen Mr Draper this longe time, so does 
not know whether he will have the young Hounds or not, but Mr Stap 
Palms and Mr Lawson of York would be glad to have them..... As to 
Daniel Decows farme John Smith pretends a promisse you gave him att 
York just before you went away, in behalfe of a Brother in Law of his, 
till your answer to this come the farme shall not be lett. Mr Wat 
Vavasour recommends one Jonathan Lowton a Neighbour of his, and 
Daniel came here with him. Mr Brigham recommends one Rob: Healas 
who for some years has been tennant to the Master of Naburn, but now 
to Mr Bryan Pames** who obliges him to quit his Farme. This Healas 
has £10 or £12 per Annum. These 3 are the principall pretenders so 
pray pick of any of them you please. Thomas Hayton, and Mathew 
Hutson your Acklam Tennants doe declare that you promised to 
Loweren there rents from Lady Day last when the Taxes were changed; 
and accordingly Thomas has gathred them: I dare not make any 
opposition at this time, when the Gentlemen (as I suppose) are actually 
upon there commission.*® Henry Harrison has refused to pay any thing 
for Tate and his part of Boterhill Garth. Blackburn pretends a Crown in 
the year abaitment for Cornelius Jon|’s] Garth and Duke Beall 20 
shillings off his rente. Cornelius Jon has lett one end of his house to 
Hanna Hill and broak a fresh door through the north end of the house, 
and is to have 10 shillings per Annum which is allmost halfe of the rent 
which you receive for the house and Garth. There are very many suiters 
for Rich: Archer[’s| closes, as Mr Brown, Jos: Blackburn etc. The latter 
promisses that he will pay the usuall rent, and make you a pointer into 
the bargain; he has taken Archers new house..... as to setting Cherrie 
trees and others where you ordred it was in the Gardners opinion too 
late in the season to doe it..... I layd your sentiments concer[n] ing 
the Carr closes before Rob: Mell, who says that the first close next the 
runner may be layd under water att a small charge, but not the second, 
because Grime hill lyes so high, that it would lay Turners three close|[s] 
intirely under water. The Drains in the Cornfield are made. The Drain 
that comes into the Park by the Wye close is dressed out but not 
inlarged. Rob: Smith says that there is a pritty good stock upon the 
sand hill, but that it is impossible to increase them in the Moor because 
of the Number of foxes. The number of bricks is computed by J: Mell 
to be aboute 24000 good and bad, but more of the latter sort, and 
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many broken ones amongst them. Rob: went after the storm to 
Scorbrough to see the Ellms and lay|e|1rs which he thinks to be pretty 
well come on and they expect you'll take them away according to the 
contract against the 18 of Peb: next.'. 2% Two of your Cottagers Viz: 
Rob: Jones and Wm Millington are dead. I told you in my last that 
Rob: Emmerson was to goe to Rob: Johns Cottage to take care of him 
and the child; and that John would be glad to have Emmerson|’s] 
house, and if I have not your contrary orders shall lett him have if for a 
year, because he cannot plead any satlement; nor have I a mind to bring 
a new tennant in; nor would any in this town take it..... 


20 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 120-121) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Blois, 9 May 1731 


My last Letter to you gave an account that I had left the roof of 
your friend Helmes tired with being so long in great towns, and weather 
being very pleasant I came down into these parts, the Garden of France, 
where I have been above seven weeks..... Tomorrow I am returning 
back to Paris, and shall pass by Orleans, the most famous for fruit trees, 
and shall endeavour to settle there a correspondence to send you large 
supply against the next season. I have yours of the 9th, and hope before 
this you have seen Champney and settled all affairs with him. Be sure 
he gives you a recitall of the current year, and that he leaves noe arrears 
amongst the Tennants dureing my abscence from home. .... I shall not 
concern myself in choosing Farmers for my farmes or Cottages, I leave 
all this to you till my return, as also what is necessary in building or 
repaires. Nor shall I give any particular orders aboute the disposeing of 
either horse or beast only in generall terms, such as are not worth 
keeping. Your Bill for £125 Mr. Wright gave an account in just time, and 
this morning by a letter dated Aprill the 15th from him he ownes to 
have received £500 more from you for my use..... If you have any 
young hounds that are very promisseing, you must not dispose of 
thenmt.12%. As to the altering the rent of Blackburn, Harrison and Beal, 
all is right, except Harrison, who is to pay att your discretion, what he 
plows or mowes within me. Tell Cornelius Jon he’s a Rascall for daring 
to break down a brick wall which I built. Make him take away the door 
and rebuild the wall as before, or turn them all out of the house upon 
the receit of this. One street door is sufficiant for their noble families. 
As to Archers Closes I incline to Blackburn, but doe not think farmeing 
will doe him any kindness. By this I doe not intend you should lett 
them to him, use your discretion as if I had sayd nothing. .... I am 
glad to hear my Ellmes com on so well att Scorbrough. The next year 
they must be brought home and planted..... My Service to Mr 
Brigham. He does not mention whether Mr Hutton the father or son is 
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dead. If the Latter his Estate in Acklam comes to Mr Mason of Hull 
Collector that was, and lett Mr Brigham inquire by some friend in Hull 
if Mason will sell his interest there, or can, but don so that I may be out 
of the Question..... Helmes ... very much complains of the debts of 
his house, and the ill conduct of his Praedecessours, that in case moneys 
in your hands, over and above what I have allotted myselfe did increase, 
I should be willing to lend him £200 till my return to England..... I 
have no occasion for more Moneys this halfe year than I had last. If 
there is nothing to bee don att home, Its better to use the brick you 
mention then to lett them perish. Lett the Brick-layer come over and 
see what is to be don. Build a Cottage house rather than lett them 
perish. Lett me hear often from you whilst att Paris, from thence I shall 
remove a litle further from you..... 


21 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 8-9) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 14 May 1731 


My last was of the 9 of March, and the reason of my silence was 
occasiond by Champneys delay in coming with his accounts... . att 
Lady Day when he came with his share of the 500, (for which I gott a 
bill of Mr Cookson the 2d of Aprill and inclosed it to Mr Wright and 
doe not doubt but he has given you advice of it) he promissed to bring 
his accounts with him against the 25 of Aprill, and till that time I 
waited with patience, but now I am out off all, and shall deferr noe 
longer to.... lett you know such things as are conveniant you should 
be acquainted with, as allso to have your orders as to others. The 
Tennant who took Jonathan Hares farme some days after Lady Day 
flew from his bargain, alledgeing the badness of the house threatened 
his life, and Robert by Cradhock[’s] advice released him; and since has 
lett the Garth to Wm Cook, and the land to George Jackson, the 
Widdow has the winter crop this summer: so att your return you will be 
att liberty to doe what you please with it. Daniel Decows Farme is not 
yet lett, because I would have you[r] positive order in that affair; but 
doe think that John Smiths Brother in Law will be the most proper 
man; for the person recommended by Mr Brigham I hear is a litigious 
fellow, and he and his Land Lord Brihan Palms are in suit, which in all 
peoples opinion will fall heavy upon on[e] of them. The Closes that 
Archer had I have lett to Wm Hatton of Thorp, because your answer is 
not come to that, and it seems to be your will that your own Tennants 
should be served first, especially since he alleged that he was obliged to 
take grass att other places. Mr Dickenson called here the 23 of April 
and desired me to lett him have the survey of Rayson,*>” because he 
desined for that place the week following, to sett out the grazeing but 
could doe nothing without the book, which I did; he promisseing to 
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restore it to me or leave it with Champney, this may be a reason of 
Champneys delay..... The Bricklayer is pointing a great part of the 
house, from your dressing room to the long Gallery, and that too, that 
part being so open, that a considerable quantity of snow bett in. and 
after that shall mother the bridge in the town. The Wye close is lett to 
strangers, none of your tennants would take it. but there is noe 
probability of letting Bealby tyth, John Balderson and John Bell, being 
averse to it, and hindering the rest... .. John calls for a new livery; but 
would have me to give him in Money as much as the livery he had last 
year, which came to £3-11-03 and he would provide himselfe. Robert 
has gott nothing yet in lieu of his livery, [and] would have me to allow 
him as much as John[’s] cost, but I shall doe nothing in this case 
without your orders. Indeed there is something to be sayd for Robert, 
because he has a good stock of close, and must have better and worse, 
some when he appears in your business abroad, and others to trash att 


22 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 121-122) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Blois, 28 May 1731 


This is only a Supplement to my last, and perhaps may overtake it 
att York. It covers a paper of Seeds of a tree..... Whether it will grow 
with us, or not, I cannot tell; I desire you will try the next spring..... 
I go to morrow for Orleans, you may perhaps there hear from me again. 
We had last night some rain, scarce enough for to lay the dust. If you 
have had no more my Carr must be in great Vogue. Its the lowest closes 
of my Carr inclosure that I would improve by the water of the Beck as 
well as the higher. All water brings with it soil better or worse, and in 
Holland where they can have any running water to pass over there most 
boggy lands; in a small time that chainges the nature of them, and 
makes them solid, and firm..... I never found in Thorpe closes any 
fewer rabbits when there was the most foxes, they pray from home. 
Lett Smith do what he can to improve them, but as long as any 
Neighbour hunt foxes, they shall not [be] destroyed..... As I directed 
a row of Ellems to be planted down Jacksons Garths from the Church 
stile to the back way to my house, I believe you may find some Other 
Garths that are bare to the street, that will be proper to plant too, and 
severall stubby, knotty and allmost good for nothing ashes may be 
found in there garths that will do well to fence with what you plant. 
Infine we must be resolved when to plant out all the Ellems that come 
from Scorbrough before you remove them. If you plant any in the 
Park, I would have you put togeather att least 200, or 150 in each 
parcel. Mr Knowlton will find you proper places and soil. Keep from 
before the house, East West, and South; any where else where you and 
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he shall think proper, I shall approve off. .... How does that ground in 
the Intack prove to George Harrison, has he plowed yet the bank next 
to the Park. The last year of his plowing he must begin att the Garden 
wall and plow directly forward to the Birch spring. That ground must 
be so well tempered now that he may plow it any way. The Plantation 
that Henry Harrison has must be workd as level as it can be with a 
plough before its layd down. If I build Widdow Blackburn a house upon 
Oxtabys garth, I suppose she’ll be better pleased than where she now is. 
Does Oxtaby and John Turner keep there drain good, if not the 
Parckers must suffer. If the drains in the Corn fields are made 
sufficiant, and kept well in Order, they must be a great deal dryer than 
bertone.ar, 5 I now think by seeing other places of what I neglected 
when att home, in time I hope all will be in better Order..... 


23 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 9-11) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 29 May 1731 


Yours of the 9th of this, I received the 24 according to our 
Shilexcoe. 3 I am still in expectation of Champney and shall gett a just 
rentall of the Current year and how accounts stand between you and 
him. The last account that is part was upon the 16 of April 1730 in 
which you was debtor the sum of £75-18-04. I desire you'll be pleasd to 
pitch upon one of the persons named in my formar for your tendment 
of Drax for I do not meddle in so weighty [an] affare, much less in the 
maniagemint of your estate during your absence. I shall assist Robert as 
much as I am capable off, and to the best of my judgement..... Robt 
delivered your Orders to Cornelius Jon who promissed to comply, tho 
it-bée notyet don. 2... Noe plants from Scorbrough shall be sent for till 
the ground be fitt to plant them in, and where you shall please to 
appoints)... Nothing as yet, is permitted to com into the Hall Garth 
the superfice being not totally covered over, a variety of weeds which 
we shall endeavour to destroy by mowing, but the inner court is so 
barren that it will never bring a good swath, what ever be sowen on 
(Eas I am affraid your Hodgsheads will turn foisty tho they be well 
corked and pegged up. Tobias your brewer is dead. Your two servants 
are leading manur to the Wye close gate. The Bricklayer did not come 
according to his promisse to make the bridge in the town: and as soon 
as we can gett lime shall begin with Jonathans house to have it finished 
before the hay harvest coms on; for than we shall have tools than 
enough in the fire. I suppose Mr Draper has made complaint to you for 
diging two cubs out of the Park; with a designe to give them to him, as 
they were. He was severall times desired to com and hunt that fox, 
because she devoured all your turkeys but one, but now storms and 
swears and writts to me that I ought not to lett foxes be dug out of any 
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of your liberties especially in the park. Calls Rob: Smith who found 
them a rascall who steals your rabbit by night, and wood by day, which 
he says he can prove. Upon this accusation I told Robt to take the 
Constable, and Bailiff and search the house and barn, which they did 
but found nothing. Infine he hops to see him put on for a soldier, 
because as he concluds it is for such rascalls as he is that honest men 
dare hardly lye in ther beds with safty. Duke Beal has sett up to sell 


24 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 122-123) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Paris, 14 June 1731 


I am now returned to Paris where I received your Letter of the 14 of 
May. I wonder very much that Champney should deferr so long giveing 
into you his accounts. He should be more than Ordinary exact now that 
I am so far from home, and if I had not appointed you to have taken 
them up, it was his interest to have desired it. Long and late accounts 
never turn to advantage. I made no second bargain with Mr Metcalf, 
therefore lett Champney persue that he made with him, and the custom 
of the Lordship, and if the Widdow continues to act Otherways, lett her 
be proceeded against with the utmost severity under the direction of 
Lawyer Johnson of York, and the Atturney that keeps my Courts at 
Westrayson. As for the receiveing of my Rents, I should think it useless, 
since Champney has been so long concerned..... Let Daniel Decow be 
put under the same management if he has dared to committ so great a 
waiste as your Letter mentions; but as that place is neigher your Eye, I 
may think Dick Brigham capable to act the Atturney. If you believe 
John Smiths Brother an able Tennant I have nothing to say against him. 
I did suppose Dickinson was well payed, for besides twenty six Guineas 
I Gave him for Mapping drawing, and Surveying, I gave him five guineas 
for his trouble, which I think included all. We shall hear what he has to 
say from you, and then shall order accordingly. .... I would be glad 
you could lett Beilby Tyths. The Jacksons I should think wou’d take it 
att a reasonable rent, and am sorry my Tennants of Everingham cannot 
farme the Wye Close. Is it summer eaten or mowed att present..... I 
would have made for Robt, and John every year a plain suit of 
Yorkshire Cloth, such as a decent Farmer wears, they must not expect 
so good as if I was att home. Endeavour to keep up the bad pails of my 
Park till my return, then I will finish all well. If any wood happens to 
be sold convenient for me in my abscence, buy for me what you think I 
shall want of stoops and rails as I bought from Holme..... What is 
layed out in makeing my Court regular and decent I shall not regrett, 
nor in planting and preserveing my trees. As you have increassed your 
ballance this half year on my side, Iam very willing to lend your friend 


EVERINGHAM ESTATE CORRESPONDENCE 1726-43 43 


Helmes a hundred pounds. He will writt to you this post, therefore 
return that summ to him as soon as you can, and he shall direct, and 
you’l oblige him and me. 


25 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 11-13) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 18 June 1731 


Yours of the 28 of May from Blois I have, with the seeds, but the 
side of the letter was burst, and noe doubt but part of the seeds were 
seattred outing Rob Mell has finished his bargain of the inclosure last 
made according to agreement, and the Quickwood and other wood sett 
there for fencing com on well considering the drynes of the season. The 
last winter floods had noe different effect upon the Carr than those we 
had formarly. The foxes shall not be destroyed in Thorpe Lordship, but 
I cannot be of your opinion that they pray from home, since I have a 
late instance to the contrary. As to the cutting up the dead Winns there, 
Wm Hatton has given leave to all who will fell them, and take them 
regularly before them. You had two young Bitches from Mr Middleton 
but were given to Mr Draper, as allso two large young hounds out of the 
tand: bitchy scx. Johns opinion of your horses as will turn out hunters is 
as follows. The black Mare gott by Bel horse 4 year Old. The Bay 
stoned coalt and the Chestnut Coalt 3 year olds. Bay filly gott by Bell 
horse 2 year old. The following account he gives of your Deer. In all 
about 9 score or 180 besids the fawns as are droping..... As soon as I 
see Mr Knowlton I shall acquaint him with your designe of planting the 
Garths, and take his direction. but for planting any others I would have 
you to sett out the place. The Bricklayer does still disappoint us, and if 
he deffers much longer we shall be able to build a cottage. George 
harrison has plowed the headland or bank next the Park in the Intack, 
but is so far from improveing it, as rather seem to run it out, for he has 
not layd the least mannur upon it; nor any otherways plowed than 
when you say it, all for his own advantaige, and has paired off the 
superfia in the Birch Spring for turfs. You’ll be pleased to lett me know 
how long he is to have it, and whether he is to plow it or not, for if you 
do not send you[r] positive orders as to that affaire I know he will not 
doe it. The same is desired as to that part of the Plantation which his 
brother has, and what you expect he should pay for the same, he has a 
crop of Oates upon it now; and had one last year. Widdow Blackburn in 
lieu of being well pleased to have her house built in Oxtabys garth that 
she begs to continue where she is. John Turner has done his part of the 
drain but Widdow Oxtaby contemns all admonitions and threatnings. I 
told you indeed before that the drains in the Corn field were all made 
sufficiant for so much I had from Robert, and he from the foreman of 
the Jury, but it is not so for some are undone, and this for want of 
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annexing to your Orders inserted in the Court rool the punishment for 
such defaults. and this same is the reason why the drain from the Wye 
Close to the town bridge is neglected by some; many has done there 
parts, but more are behind with thers, tho they can never meet with a 
proper season to do it, all that drain being dry..... I have not heard 
neither from Mr Champney nor Dickinson but shall writt to the first 
this day. As to the letting of Bealby tyth there is noe possibility of it, 
unless you would lett it for Nothing. It was offered to Jackson last 
year; and he sayd he would not give above £20. nor doe I think he is in 
a condition to take them, for the two brothers are parted, and has 
divided there substance, the younger being Maried and gone to live att 
Cliteacnees When I gave you the account of Johns livery I sayd it cost 
3-1-03 but I erred in that for it came to 3-11-03. and therefore have 
allowed each of them 3-10-00 to provide for themselves; for John 
insisted upon a riding coat, which would have increased the charge, so 
he may please himselfe. The account I gave you of Daniel Decows 
proceedings I had from John Smith and do not doubt but his relation is 
true, but to be convinced of the truth shall next week goe over, and 
give you a futher account; for I do not know how you can proceed 
against him since he has no Lease, that being long since expired; and Mr 
Brigham is aboute taken a journey to Doway. I doe not think your 
Rabbits upon the sandhill are increased, Smith lays the fault upon dogs 
especially tarriers, both Robt: and I have told him to shout them, 
which he does not doe for fear of his neighbours il! will; and the tarriars 
I have ordred to [be] sent away or hanged, but I see that is not put into 
execution tho I told John severall tims of it. If Smith take not better 
care of them, some other methods must be taken. .... 


26 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 13-14) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 14 July 1731 


Three days after the receipt of yours of the 14 of June I received Mr 
Helmes letter, and did writt the same day to Mr Brigham to inquire 
about a bill, and in case he could doe me no service in that kind, did 
inclose a letter for Mr Cookson, to desire that favour of him; who 
granted it, and appointed to meet att Tadcaster last munday the 5 of 
this, which we did, payd the money, and sent the bill foreward that 
same day as directed by Mr Helme, so on the 5 of the next he may 
expect the moneys to be in Mr Wrights hand. The weather here is 
exceeding dry; the pastures, and middows burnt up, that there will be a 
great scarcity of hay, beans pease Oates and barley. Goods are att a 
stand. This year in all probability will break many Tennants, and I fear 
rents will be hard to com by in due time..... Last week the bridge in 
the town streat was finished, in lenth 15 yards, and joined to the old 
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one, it has taken above 8000 bricks. and this week Jonathans house was 
puld down, most of the spares, and much of the other wood intirely 
rotten that it could not have stood much longer; I hope it will be gott 
up this summer, but thatch will be hard to come by att present. Mr 
Langdale of Holme and Mr Wm Middleton?® called here yesterday, and 
asked if you had not left orders to lett his mother have what venison 
she pleased; and the Esq insists upon a buck in virtue of your promisse. 
but my answer to all is that none is killed without your special order 
which we have not. Rob: and I were att Drax last week, but John Smith 
being from home, did in great measure loose our journey; I taxed 
Daniel [Decow]| with his ploweing up the ground, but he says he has 
done nothing, but what he would have done if he had stayd upon the 
Farme, and for which he had your leave. so I think that must rest till 
your return which I hope will be according to your promisse against 
Michaelmass next, or I shall run away..... No admonitions or threats 
can prevail with widdow Oxtaby to dress her drain to take of the water 
that comes out of the Pecker. att Easter she alledged that there was too 
much water that she could not, and now when there is none, that it 
would destroy a great part of her hemp and hay; so at this rate it will 
never be done. Hanna Hill has layd a good chamber in Cornys house 
which she promisses to leave at her death and [has] given a paper under 
her hand, provided you'll lett her door be as it now is. I would chouse 
to do this, and raise the fellows rent dureing her life. for he getts ten 
shillings yearly of her which brings his rent very low. but if you do not 
approve of this, your orders shall be put in operation. Rob: and John 
on the days we cannot medle with the hay are leading bricks for 
Jonathans Cottage, the bricklayer promisseing to come munday seven 
nights 2 2 Daniel Decow has tryed all means to gett off from his new 
farme, but I suppose cannot. because if he could he promissed to be 
here last week to desire to be continued upon his farme, to which time 
I condescended, but he not comeing may reasonably conclude that his 
new Land Lord binds him to his artickles; and therefore did yesterday 
writt to John Smith to lett his brother know that it was att liberty, and 
that he might be admitted Tennant, provided John would pass for his 
sufficiancie. John Bolderson bids £34 for Bealby tyth for this year 
only, including sesses, and there is an other who would take it for 3 
years att £21 per annum, but this falls much short of what the Jacksons 
gave, and if once the rent be abaited, it will be hard to raise it. so dare 
not lett the tythrat that rents... .: 


27 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 123-124) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Paris, 23 July 1731 


5 dae Robt Mell in the agreement I made with him a litle before I 
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left Everingham, you’l find he is obliged to repair and make sufficiently 
good all the banks of the beck from my New Close on both sides to 
Seaton Carr and all the Banks made against Holme Lordshipe. What he 
has don, or has not don of this part of the bargain you never have 
mentioned. I am sorry to hear all the Winns in Thorp Lordship are not 
cut down, as I ordred, and as the new Tennant promissed they should, 
for no young ones will grow, till the dead be cut away..... Lett 
George Harrison know that if he offers to lead a Turf from any ground 
of mine, but common ground, he shall pay dear for so doing. I must 
suppose he has not pared much of the low packer, for so nigh the house 
Rob: or some one would soon perceive it, and I must suppose upon 
notice he would immediately desiste. For his punishment lett him pay 
to Robt: for every square yard he has pared of the superfice 6d. Lett 
him burn out of hand the turf he has pared and spread the ashes on the 
same ground. I will show that rascal what it is to make a turf heap so 
nigh my house and eternally to distroy my ground. In your first Letter 
lett me know if he forth with complys with what I here have ordred. In 
the measure of the ground he has so broke up, spare him not one half 
inch, but be sure he pays for every inch. As to what Henry Harrison 
must pay for the Plantation I leave to your discression, it must not be 
much. As to the planting out of the Ellems from Scorbrough I leave to 
you, and Mr Knowlton..... I buy my trees from the Carthusians here, 
who are supposed to have the best collection of France. Mr Helmes will 
see them taken up and sent away as soon as the season will permitt, so 
do not delay sending him an account of the measure of your two South 
Walls. The Necessities of your friend Helmes are so great that I have 
lent him an other hundred pounds which I desire you will remitt to Mr 
Wright in the same manner you have don the first, and that as soon as 
possible you can for his occasions are very pressing... . . All the rest of 
your Letter I approve of what you have don and be not too solicitous, 
and all will go well. you must writt to me oftner than you have don, for 
I am goeing further from you. direct your Letters as usual, Mr 
Alexander will know where I am. I wonder at Champney differring his 
accounts. Take care of your young Partridges. I wish you your 
health. ’. ». lett Bealby Tyth for what you can gett..... Be sure all the 
Drains be put in the Court Roll if that will put the Tennants under a 
necessity to keep them well dressed. 


28 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 14-16) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 2 August 1731 


Yours of the 23 of July I received the 26. and according to your 
Orders writt to Mr Cookson to gett a bill for another hundred pounds 
for Mr Helme..... George Harrison complyed with your orders, and 
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burnt the turf upon the spott, and will lay the ashes upon the tillage 
ground. but Robert tells me he does not think to pay any thing for the 
trespass, nor his brother for what he has in the plantation. Mr 
Knowlton was here thursday last to inoculate some stocks with your 
old Apricock and Peach buds, and has inoculated to the number of 19 
SOehS).7 702 He thinks it impossible to remove so great a quantity of 
trees as you have at Scorborough in one season, and therefore advises to 
divide them into three, and to draw the strongest first... .. I am sorry 
you are removeing further from us, but hope you’l be here before the 
depth of winter. Your hodgesheads will certainly be spoilt. Daniel 
Decow a few days after the time I gave him, came to desire to be 
continued upon his farme. which was easily granted, because I did not 
care to take new tennants in your absence. We have begun to build a 
cottage house in place of Jonathons old on, and James Cade desires to 
be tennant to it, and provided he succeds in his request, will give all the 
straw that grows in his garth, to helpe to thatch it, make use of the 
other for a shop, and stick to his trade. Bealby tyth is lett for 3 years 
att thirty three pounds per annum allowing the Land tax, but no 
SESSES Ic. x The Drains are entred in the Court Roll as you commanded, 
but no penalty annext upon default, which is the only thing that can 
compell them to dress them as they should. Mr Champney was over last 
week and I have entred all his accounts, and acquittances belonging to 
them, in the green book you left for that purpose..... I gave him a 
sharp letter to Wm Young, wherein I commanded Champney in your 
name to put your orders in execution, and not to suffer him to run in 
to arrears but to distrain for them..... Robert viewed all the banks in 
the Carr, which Robert Mell was to repair and make sufficiant, and they 
are according to bargain. .... 


29 (DDEV/60/86 f. 16) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 20 August 1731 


I writt as I told you to Mr Cookson to gett a bill of him for a 
hundred pounds to be returned to Mr Helme but he being from home 
did not receive his answer till the 15 of this and that to the negative; 
upon which Rob: and I went the next day to York to see if we could 
procure one there, and by Mr Woods information gott one of Mr 
Noguire of Leeds, payable one Month after date which I sent the post 
after to Mr Wright... .. I am pestred above measure with peoples 
importunity for Venison..... The thoughts of planting so much this 
autumn, is a constant damp upon my spirits; because I am perswaded it 
will not please, and it were much better that it was done by our own 
direction, than that of others. I am sorry to give you this bad account 
of Skip Jack Mare fool. It does not thrive, the reason is the upper jap 
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undershoots the under that when it eats grass it fills the under jaw that 
it cannot suck, John gives it mike and treakle, because much bound in 
the body; and has filled down its teeth, the only remedy as he says in 
that case. I repent of his faimily comeing into the house. How your 
game increased as to hares I cannot give you an account for I never see 
any, but as to partridge it is much and nigh at hand..... there was a 
covey under my window, and on Sunday morning they were in the 
inner Court and very often in the Garden, where a covey was breed and 
cam up. John mell tells me if credit is to be given that ther is a brace of 
Partridge that haunts his and the adjoining closes which never has any 
youngings. | am apt to think they are destroyed by John Turners curs, 
who has a number of them, and often ranges there, and even in the 
Park, he has been told to clog them, but to no purpose..... 


30 (DDEV/60/86 f. 17) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 6 September 1731 


This is my third since I had any from you, which was of the 23 of 
July. we have had very rainy wether ever since the date of my last, that 
what barly was before cutt, (which was considerable) is mostly 
sprouted upon the ground; and now it is so windly, that the remainding 
standing corn is partly shaken; that it has allready raised the malt from 
22 to 28 per Quarter. and it is thought will be 10 shillings dearer, and 
no doubt but Oates will rise proportionatly..... Ettys men are now 
hanging the gates and are hung, from whome I received a letter in the 
following words. Sr I have sent my son to see how they proceed in 
hanging the Gates, and if you please to pay to my son the sum of ten 
pounds it will very much oblige your humble sert etc. But my answer 
was that noe moneys were to be payd without your Orders. If his work 
come to ten pound, I do not think that Thompsons will be much 


31 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 18-19) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 10 October 1731 


This is my fourth since I heard from you.... Etty .... has been here 
himselfe since with the bill, but so imperfect that I could make nothing 
of it nor he himselfe. The sum was above £11, a great deal for gates that 
look fitter for a Garrison than a Court. I expect to be attacked by him 
very shortly, as allso by Thompston for his Iron work. Your orders are 
desired as to the payment of both bills..... Some considerable time 
before Michaelmass I writt to Mr Champney to see if he could gett my 
£250 returned with his, and I have his answer that he can, and that he 
had actually payed his part, and would have mine payd against the 14 
of this; and that he would be over against the 28 in order to sett all 
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things stright. I have allso writt to Mr Cookson for a bill for the moneys 
received of Rob: Watson, and shall have his answer the beginning of the 
next week, and if I do not succeed there shall see what I can do att 
York in this affair. Ther is no preparation as yet made for planting the 
Ellms to be brought from Scorbrough because Mr Knowlton would 
have Mr Lawson present, as knowing more of your minde in that kind 
than any besides. they made two appointments to meet here, but att 
each time, the one was gone before the other came, so nothing was 
effected. I shall endeavour to have them here as soon as possible. But as 
to your sending fruit trees from that side of the sea it is the universal 
opinion that they will not do here..... I do not think there are any 
more rabbits on the sand hills or thorpe Moor, than when you went 
from home, I take that young fellow to be an idle person, and might if 
he would preserve them better. I have told John to have an eye over 
both places. And last week as he was upon Thorp Moor he saw two of 
Wm Oliver[’s] servants, and one as he thought setting snickles, and 
therefore went the next morning to see if they came thither and so he 
found it, he saw him light of horse back w[h] ere the snickle was, but 
finding John went his ways and John took up, and believes he had 
severall more, because he found 3 other bands in three other smouts. 
The fellow offerrd him halfe a guinea to silence the fact which proves 
him guilty, and [he] has been formarly taken up for the like fact. John 
is very pressing to have him punished, and de[c]lares he will look no 
more after the rabbit, unless he be, and some others too, who came 
from neighbouring placs, to gather acorns, who abused him sore. I shall 
ask advice in both cases. We have nothing but strif..... On May three 
of our Brethren coming over Mr Farnworth®? writt to me to invite one 
of them, (my old acquaintance,) to stay with me till he could come to a 
resolution about him. to which I easily complyed, supposeing his stay 
would be about 2 or 3 weeks att longest, but he has been a quarter of a 
year with me, and have urged his removall and amongst other 
arguments, told Mr Farn[worth] that it was a breach of the trust 
lodged in me to have your house made use of as a hospitall, and your 
furniture in the service of those who does not belong to you. But the 
answer I received was, that most things were better for useing except 
linning for which he offers to make you amends. As to myselfe I must 
submitt, and think my conscience discharged when I have given you an 
accourt.or Ths) <2: 


32 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 20-21) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 18 November 1731 


I impatiently wait to have your answer to my formar letters, and to 
be informed of the time of your return. I am uneasy under so great a 
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weight, especially since I cannot have your Orders put in execution as 
to the planting of the Ellms which are to come from Scorbrough..... 
The new house built upon Jonathans farme will be covered in this 
week; and be much better for being inhabited than to stand empty; and 
therefore shall lett it to James Cade till your returne, because you have 
not given me any answer to the contrary. Mary Clark and her son have 
given up there Cottage, the formar is very ill att present, and if she 
recover designes to go and live with her Daughter married att Hull. As 
to the man that sett snares in Thorpe ground; that trespass is left to 
your selfe by a bond of £20 given by Wm Oliver and his servant, to 
stand to your award and upon a second default are to forfiet the sayd 
sum. Nothing is yet done with those who insulted John in the 
Parte at Sir Henry Slingsby*® has cutt Haswell beck streight, till his 
ground begins to interfere with yours and I thought, that if it were 
continued through, it would take all the water from the low Ings, nor 
would the cutting of it be any prejudice to either of the Owners, as Mr 
Laybourn thinks who is att present imployd in this affair. You know 
the waters course better than I can describe it. Neither of the Harrisons 
is willing to pay anything as you ordred..... 

Mr Champney as I told you in my last according to promisse was 
here on the 28 of October, and designes to be here very shortly to satle 
decounits, He told me to acquaint you with the death of Wm 
Booker and that his house would be very proper to dry Bricks in; he be 
glad that the garth and Close belong|ing] to that tenement should be 
annexed to his because they joyne upon him, and rather than to miss 
them, will take the land too, if no body else will. he moreover desires 
that his house may be rebuilt as being very ruinous; and Thomas Young 
will either have his repaird with barn and stable this year, or will goe 
off next year, his Br[other] David now concernd for Mrs Knight*! 
offerring him a tenement: It is Champneys opinion that you had better 
keep your old tennants, than admitt of New ones. Infine he desires that 
you'll give orders to cast up clay for brick, that they may begin to build 
next Spring: %. 2%. 


33 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 21-22) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 4 January 1732 


I writt to you before that it was resolved upon to plant part of the 
Ellems in the Park: but three weeks agoe Mr Lawson and Mr Knowlton 
meeting here to consult upon that affair they concluded to the contrary 
nor to plant out any in parcels, or Clumps till your return, and only to 
plant in the Garths and street a line on [the] west side beginning at 
Allerthorps Garth and so on in a line, and from the church to the 
high way..... As to John he is taken up in looking to the Park, Deer 
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and horsesns.,\¥ 3 Robert in fothering att two different places twice a 
day and lookeing after other business. ... . There are two fellows that 
have deposed there oath before the commissioners of sewers that the 
repareing of the black bank belongs to Daniel Decow who had a 
summonce to appear att the sessions. upon which I sent to Mr Brown, 
to appear and do what service he could in that affair, and he and Mr 
John Sotharin has put a stop to any further proceedings in that case to 
your return. last week Robert watson desired Robert and me to com to 
Arras to view a part of the boundar|[ie|s in Court Garth Close, in which 
Mrs Wallas’s tennant has hedged within your boundar|ie]s in some 
places a yeard, in others two yards according as the wood grows, with a 
designe (no doubt) to appropriate the same to themselves. A letter writt 
by me in your servants name is sent to Mrs Wallas to know if it was 
done by her consent or Orders, and to desire her answer to it, but none 
is yet come. and therefore cannot know what will be the issue..... 
The couple att Thorpe are daly hunting in Lonsbrough libertys, and 
many complaints made against them; so they are now cloged to stop 
there mouths. I think it would be better they were disposed off some 
way, least they take to worry sheep or lambs. There are complaints on 
every side against Tate for shouting. My Lord Langdale, my Lord 
Burlingtons*? servants, Mr Lawson, the latter told me that he is every 
week seen in Seaton woods, where there is an eye of fessons but this 
last summer, and doubts he’ll destroy them, as he does partridge. I told 
[Tate] of the complaints, and to forebear, whereupon he has taken a 
di[s] gust and absented from prayers all this Christmass..... Robert 
Smith desires to continue in his Cottage, his mother is gone as far as 
Essex to see if she can finde her husband. There are sad outcrys att 
Raysen concerning there houses, and grumble much against Mr 
Dickenson for not coming and allotting to each there parts in the 
common field; I have writt to him this post and told him that you 
would consider both his labour and charges. .... I am sorry to hear by 
two letters from Mr Helme that you have had so bad a state of health, 
and nothing will contribute more to establish it than your Native air. 


34 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 23-24) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, ? February 1732 


Your silence is a concern to me, and your abscence a greater..... 
On the 16 of January I had notice of the fruit trees being came to Hul, 
and sent for them the next day. Mr Knowlton came to take them out of 
the box, found them to have been carefully put up, but some what dry, 
and therefore steeped them in water [and] new milk warme, and than 
put them into a cellar packe[d] up in very wett staddle hay to moisten 
them more, and preserve them from frost the weather than being very 
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uncertain. he likes the Peaches, but not the Pears, nor some others, 
being of five or six years standing..... The Boarder towards 
Blackburns is stooped, raild and pailed so close that neither rabbit nor 
hare can possibly gett through. All the Ellms att Scorbrough are 
brought home payd for and planted as I told you in my last. Mr 
Knowlton sett every tree, was three whole days here and very often last 
winter and this too ordering the leveling and is ready upon the notice to 
assist in every kind. I presumed to give him two guinas: I know not how 
you'll take it, but it is short of what he deserves. He has sent you 1500 
beach seedlings which are sett in the Garden..... a multiplicity of 
business and number of work people is a constant trouble to me and if 
it hapen to be a dry spring I know not what will be done, since the 
watering of so great a number will imploy many hands, which you are 
against, but since you have been att so great charges about them, they 
are not to be lost for a litle more..... Thompson the smith has 
brought the locks and other things as you ordred for the two Gates in 
the hall Garth, and sett them on. He was extream importune for his 
money, his bill amounting to £12-01-01. of which I pay him ten; which 
did not give him content. So that the two Gates come to 23-16-01, Pray 
com home or send some to manage your affairs, | have seldome a 
pleasant thought, my brains are busied with the concerns of the world, 
your presence only can turn the scale. The 2 couple of whelps goes out 
day and night which keeps them very poor, John says you would as 
soon command them to the hanged as suffer them to be cloged, so they 
are like to follow there old course, and probably there liberty and 
poverty will larn them to hunt and devour lambs. My Lord Burlingtons 
hunts man will take them and enter them, and faithfully promisses to 
restore them when ever you please, but all his protestations will not 
prevail without your consent..... you must either send your orders 
for the people in the town to have as swineherd, or your planting in the 
Garths and street cannot possibely have the wished success. Mr 
Champney promissed to be here att Beverley fair to give in his 
accounts, but not comeing, I thought he would deferr till Pocklington 
fair which now being past I have given over for looking for him till 
about Lady Day..... 


35 (DDEV/56/30 f. 124) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Lyons, 15 March 1732 


When I came here I meet severall of your Letters which I was just 
about to answer them, it pleased God Allmighty to visit me with a long 
illness, a very inconveniant, but not a very dangerous one. It detained 
me here all the winter where I did not intend to stay above 15 days. I 
am now God be thanked pritty well recovered, but have lossd all the 
good flesh that Everingham beef and pudding had layed on my back 
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when I parted from you. I am going in a few days to Provence and 
Languedoc to take the warm sweet air of those Countryes which I hope 
will restore me to my former Strenth and good health. It is impossable 
for me to give a particular answer to all the letters that I have received 
from you since I writt; therefore in short I must content myselfe to lett 
you know that I leave to your direction all my affairs in Yorkshire, as 
well as in Linconshire, and when I am better able to writt you shall hear 
from me att larger than I can do att present. You’l continue the same 
half yearly returns to Mr Wright as before. You must direct your 
Letters to Mr Alexander and he’ll forward them to me where ever I 
BOE 2 yh You will please to remember me in your good prayers..... 


36 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 124-125) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Celle, 26 April 1732 


; ee I must answer many of your Letters in this one. Its impossible 
att this great distance to give particular Orders to every thing that may 
arrive att home: all that I have to desire of you is only to give such 
intendence over my affairs as your prudence will direct, and not to be 
too solicitous, for too much of that will rather hinder than forward 
success. Why you should make yourselve uneasy is to me groundless. Is 
every thing we wish for in this world to bee our lott, no, our Great God 
has ordained otherways that we may not bee too fond of this Life. You 
know full well when I was att home my litle domicilian [was] not 
conducted with the greatest prudence, therefore be easy, and content. 
your friend Helmes wonders att your uneasyness, as well as me. Robert 
must improve every year, and by that means give you less trouble, or 
else he carries a great head to litle purpose. If Johns family is any ways 
inconvenient to you, or my interest lett him be removed by either 
building a Cottage for him in town or towards the Southings gate in the 
Park or pail row, the latter I most approve. Go into Lincolnshire and 
view my affairs there with Champney and what you think proper give 
orders for it. Lett me know how my new hedges come on there. What 
ever work is don lett it be paid punctually, and waite for no orders 
from me; for how can I judge of your price of work, that I do not see. 
Lett all the trees planted be taken care off, and my nurseries att any 
charge. Lett my tennants know if they prejudice my trees either in 
there Garths or town gate, my positive orders are that they shall be 
turned of as if they were insolent. If any thing is wanting for the better 
regulation of the town, see it be enacted att the next Court by Thos 
Brown. Lett Tate know I do not impower him to carry a Gun; but be 
sure lett Robin and John go out with my spaniels. If I have any as 
servants do commonly in there Masters abscence, I hope by the way of 
health you’l attend them some times. Lett my Mares be put to the best 
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stallions of the Country..... What young horses that do not promisse 
well, sell them att any price. keep few and good. Reward Mr Knowlton 
hansomely according to his merite, and you are the best judge of that, 
who are present. I agree with him about the Hall Garth, lett it be 
stooped, raild and painted..... Dispose of Venison the next season as 
you shall think proper. Lett Middleton have a Buck when he pleases, 
and all my youngest hounds, if not given to some other, and breed no 
more till my orders. Keep a good and large quantity of Male Deer. Kill 
of the female Fawnes this next year if you foresee two great a quantity 
for the Park. Build up one Farme house or two Cottages if you have 
brick or can buy them att Seaton for 10 or 12 shillings per thousand att 
Everingham. I would have you give in Charity every halfe year five 
pounds to my poor Catholick Tennants att Everingham or elsewhere 
upon my estate. Blackburns house must be removed att some time. I 
leave to your discression to do it when and to where you please. I have 
had no advice as yet from Mr Wright of the £500 being paid for my use. 
I suppose either it is done or doing. my health is pritty well restored the 
warm air agreeing with me. .... 


37 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 25-26) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 10 May 1732 


Yours of the 15 of March as allso that of the 26 of April I received 
and am glad to hear of your recovery, and should be much more if you 
had given me hopes of your speedy return. I should not have been so 
long of answering yours, had not Champney delayd his coming here till 
the 17 of April with his part of the £500 to be remitted you; And after 
he came I found bills hard to come by..... Your Letter giveing me no 
hops of your return, nor ordering any provision of drink last march I 
gott a Cooper to take out the ends of the Hodgshead[s] that they 
might be preserved sweet, but he finding the stafs so rotten in the creas 
where the bottome is put in would not medle with them, 10 are layd a 
side as useless. One Mr Soores att Leeds and Mrs Horsefield att York 
threatens to serve a writt on the men that hath taken your fishery att 
Drax, if they fish in the water opposite to there ground, and that they 
will fish themselves, because Mr Stapleton fishes, tho in your liberties. 
The fishermen were here last Sunday to know what they should do in 
case a writt was served on them. Now in yours of the 12 of May 1730 
you say Lett us avoid all disputes, and Law in my abscence. I must find 
remedy att my returne. Yet notwithstanding this clause, I told them to 
go on as they used to do, judgeing it more easy to maintain a 
possession, than to recover it when once given up. I may have 
trespassed in this kind, therefore do desire your speedy answer to this 
point") 5% . Catherin Blackburn dyed the 15th of the last, and her son 
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the first of this so now is the fittest opportunity to remove that house, 
and it shall be begun with as soon as possible tho we have not above 
2000 bricks of our own, but can as you order gett att Seaton for 11s 6d 
per thousand. the Daughter keeps on the Farme till Lady Day next, the 
ground being sowen down. Johns Cottage shall allso be filled up. I 
designe to go to West Raisen the week before Whitsontide. .... I have 
been out at some distance fine days last week assisting the sick..... 
Before I had an Opportunity of sending this to York I had a letter from 
Mr Brigham with an inclosed from one Mr Yoward the attorney 
wherein he says that David Langton of Howden, and others supported 
by Sir Mar: Constable or some on his behalfe not only have of late 
comed and fished upon the premises there in Tho Lees possession, but 
allso clamies a right to do so, as tennants to Sr Marmaduke tho have 
been solmnly discharged from coming there upon any such account. 
This she (Mrs Horsefield) looks upon to be highly invading her right, 
this right of fishing haveing all along for time immemoriall been 
uninterruptedly enjoyd by the owners of that farme; and to which she 
is capable of produceing a good title and calls it an Invasion, and 
[un]lawful proceeding and says she will defend her right as she is 
advised todo..... 


38 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 26-27) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 26 May 1732 


In my last to you of the 10 of this I gave you an accout of the 
trouble we were like to fall into concerning the fishery at Drax and so it 
proved for upon the 18 Mrs Horsefields tennant seised upon your fisher 
boat and nett, because one of the men was upon the shore ha|[u|leing 
the net and boat by a line or rope, which was taken from him, and by 
which the tennant ha[u]led the boat to the shore and lockd it to a 
stoop or tree and carred the Net into his barn. upon which went to 
Lawer Johnson, which took a fee from both sides, and is of the opinion 
that the sayd Mrs Horsefield has a joynt right to fish with you, as far as 
her ground goes..... The tennant was commanded to deliver up the 
boat and Net to the owners, and they forebid to come upon the sayd 
shore till we heard from you. The Lawer says that Mrs Horsefields 
Attorney shew him a deed, whereby it appears that the sayd Horsefield 
has a right of fishing in Owse; and would have the matter compounded 
by calling the witness of both sides, and so put an end to that dispute 
by the Evidences given, and not to bring it to a triall. But if you do you 
must have an other Lawyer. 

I allso told you before that Mrs Swallows tennant that joyns upon 
Arras had sett his hedge beyound his bounders, and does not take it up, 
tho charged to do it; and that he pretends to a sheep walk through your 


56 EVERINGHAM ESTATE CORRESPONDENCE 1726-43 


ground; which was only a way of sufferance there being two old men 
who knows the bounders perfectly well, and will depose there oath that 
they have knowen goods impounded for goeing that way: I went to 
Arras the other day where Rob Watson and I consulted about that 
affair, and have resolved to call the two old men, and sett down stones 
where they know the bounders are, and to carry them to Beaverly 
before a Master of the Records to give there evidence before him, and 
have it recorded by him that in case this should com to sute in law after 
there deaths; the dispositions may be of goodservice. Rob: Emmerson is 
dead. 


39 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 27-28) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 24 June 1732 


In my last of the 26 of May I told you that we were resolved to sett 
out Arras bounders according to the two old mens knowledge, and to 
have there evidence taken att Beverley, the first is done but not the 
latter; because not necessary as yet. This week I was att West Rayson 
and found the tennants in concern about the Parsons demands who 
since the incloses will allso advance his tyths, he was lately there, and 
told them that he would rather chouse to compound this affair, than to 
go to law. Champney would have you (if you do not return soon) to 
impower some judicious and understanding person to transact this 
affair in your absence, and to allow the Parson £30 more per annum 
than he now has, and have the artickles of agreement confirmed in 
Chancery. the Parson as I am told has searched severall Courts for the 
artickles of agreement between you and Parson Davenport,** but finds 
them no where, and therefore is supposed to sue for his tyth in kind; 
and if he do what must be don your absence I doubt will turn to your 
loss. I desired the tennants to behave themselves civilly what ever be the 
event. Its thought that Alex: Knight** blows up the coals, and puts the 
Parson on; strange expressions coms out of his mouth; as dam all those 
that would cheat the Church..... The hall, house, Tho: Youngs, and 
Champneys houses are very ruinous, the latter has two props, and must 
have a third. one part of Tho: Youngs house is good enough, the first 
begs tile, the other two that you would order brick to be made this 
winter that in the Spring they may begin to build. John Willson is dead, 
his son continues the farme. Blackburn house is puld down, and if the 
bricklayer will com, tomorrow, will begin to rebuild it. When George 
Harrison was ploughing the Intack this Spring I told him to do it as you 
directed, yet I see he has layd down to swath all the lower part from 
the hill that incloses the pond, to the Garden wall, and all by the pails 
side to the drain, so that the breckens are as strong in severall places as 
before (tho he promised to do as I told him). .... 
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40 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 125-126) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Bourdeaux, 20 July 1732 


Here I received your Letters of the 10th and the 26 of May, and as I 
shall not make any long stay here, I have not time to writt you so full an 
answer as you may expect. As to the affaire of Drax, if what is done, is 
no detriment to my right, you may lett it continue as it is, to my 
return. If you think otherways, you must inspect the deeds that belong 
to that Estate, and see what is justice. I did think that all Lords of 
Mannors had the intire command of Rivers, and Showers, if so they are 
taking away a part of my birth right. If Lawyer Johnson has put 
himselfe on the opposite side, he has don wrong, because I told him I 
should order application to him if any thing should happen in my 
abscence. Lett him know as much. | leave it to you to choose some 
other haveing no acquaintance with any Lawyer in your neighbour- 
hood. As to Arras, I am surprised there can be any dispute about the 
boundaries, since Robert Watson has had in his possession the Map and 
plan of that farme so often, and so long a tennant, and so able to 
defend my right with his own. What you have don is most right, and 
continue to do what you shall judge so, and tho I would most willingly 
avoid all dispute, more especially in my abscence, yet the same time am 
resolved to maintaine my Lands and tenements with ther 
appurtenances. .... Could you exchainge with Harrison the Carr 
Closes, or Butcher close for the Intack, it woud be proper to begin to 
improve that piece of Ground, to fence it from the town and other 
Neighbours, and to plant it..... I have sent you from hence one 
hoghshead of Claret, and ordred two more after the next Vintage. The 
wine will be assigned to Mr Wright att London and he has my orders to 
forward them to Alderman Perrot** in Hull, to whome you must give 
DIIGO. 40.0. I writt to the Ld of Stockeld Mr Middleton, and was in 
hops to have sent him some Sweet Wines whilst I was on the 
Mediterranean Coasts, but had not an opportunity, no English ship 
passing. What hounds I have, lett him have them as he desires in his 
Letter to me. Helmes has gott lately a Priory which is posed in the 
Garonne worth seven hundred pounds per annum English money..... 


41 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 28, 31) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 26 July 1732 


Yours of the 20 of this instant from Bourdeaux I received the 22 
and am still in a concern what to doe concerning the affaires of Drax, 
new difficulties arriseing there, one Mr Brown att Galsforth forebiding 
to fish over against the Island, as I was informed by the men that took 
the fishery: whom I desired to tell John Smith to come over, and give 
me a true account of that case; but John Smith not comeing do hope 
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that matter is dropt. Your letter came too late to have any action 
brou|[gh]th on last assises, if you had ordred it, but as you seem rather 
to leave it to me, I am inclined (because not able to manaige so 
weight|y] affair) to lett it rest to your return..... which I hope will 
not now be long since your affairs both here and in Lincolnshire calls 
loudly for it... Blackburn house is down, and turned into a farme 
house, to be built on Oxtaby Garth as you formaly designed. The wood 
fields we think to annex to that farme, because John Bell has given up 
his part, and Tho: Wright is none of the best Tennants. If you are not 
pleasd with this pray countermand the designe before Michaelmass. The 
walls of the barn will be up this week. As you ordered a farme house, 
and Jhons to be built, I hope what is done, will not be amiss; Mary 
Clark is partly here partly at Hull, but her son Smith commonly att 
hull; he takes no care nor never did of the sand hills and therefore as I 
told you John does it, and there being a pritty few rabbits on them, am 
advised by Rob: Watson to kill them before Michaelmass, to prevent 
foreigne and domestick theives. His son Thomas is married to Websters 
daughter in Weighton, and is satled att Gartholme. The eldest son [is] 
very infirme, .... John has been ill about a Month, of a pain in his 
back, able to do nothing, but is now somewhat better. I am by Dr 
Salkeld ordred to go to Scarbrough to bath and drink the waters, att 
present do daly take an Electuary and some sweet wood tea to thin my 
blood, that not circulating into my fingers which by times are as if they 
were dead. Mr Brigham is for that place the 28 of this; and there shall 
discourse [with] him about the affairs of Drax. Mr Stapletons steward 
has lett there fishery to Mrs Horsefields tennant a troublesome fellow, 
the cause of all this dispute. 


42 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 31-33) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 14 September 1732 


By a letter I received last week from Mr Helme you order me to 
inclose all mine to Mr Wright, which gives me hops of your speedy 
returne. we have had a very fine season, and the harvist got exceeding 
well, that in all likelyhood every grain will be very cheap, and therefore 
if you will have any provision of malt made against your returne, this 
year will be the proper time to buy a stock of barley for that purpose. 
but as you forebid in one of your formar letters to make any provision 
whatever, I shall not do any thing in this kind without your orders. On 
the 4th of this I sent £215 to Mr Champney to be returned to Mr 
Wright for your use, whereby I left the house very bare, but rather 
choused to do that, than have you wait for returns. the £35 behind 
hand, shall be payd with Rob: Watsons moneys soon after Michaelmass. 
I hope against the end of the next week the farme house and barn will 
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bee in great measure finished. but the house is made better than I 
would have had it but must submitt to Roberts and James the 
bricklayers judgement. I shall tell Robt to discharge widdow Emmerson 
of her Cottage against Lady Day, because she is about marrying an old 
Shoomaker from Cransick. for we do not want old Cottagers, but such 
as are able to work when called upon. Robt tells me that Mary Clark 
and her son has given up there Cottage..... Ther is great want of a 
waggon it being so old and decayd that we doe not venter it a mile from 
home; and unless you give leave to fell a tree, we must be without 
one. ..,.. Last Sunday two of Tho: Deans sons, the one a servant with 
Batman att Seaton, the other with his Father, and Robt Smith had been 
a Grayhound courseing and killed t[w]o large leverets which Robt took 
from them. Tho: Deans son [is] servant to Bateman; and therefore 
desire to know whether the law should be followed against them, or 
nots". My Lord Langdale and son are for selling ther Lease of 
Santon, and give you the first offerr. James Witham is returned into 
England, and has sent me a breef signed by the Ab[bo]t of Lamb 
[sprin] g to beg the assistance, of charitable Christians to carry on the 
building he has begune, I hope you will contribuite to that good 
designe. 2: . 


43 (DDEV/60/86 f. 33) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 2 November 1732 


In my last I desired to know whether the law should be enforced 
against the three persons who killed the brace of hares; but att the 
importunity of others it is done, but after so moderate a way, as to be 
more a caution to others, than damage to the guilty. yet it cost them 
some small matter; but far from what in rigour should have been 
inflicted upon them..... Champney..... has not received the May 
Day rents for this year. the Youngs are the most deletory, to whome I 
writt a sharpe letter last week; he tells me Wm Young recruits. 
Champney and Tho: Young importune for the repair of there houses. 
Daniel decows house has 3 props and must yet have another, to keep it 
up to the Spring, and then the front must be take quit down, being 
shrunk from the timber. Elias Delenoys wife and the boatmans servant 
were drowned att Land Drax ferry on the 21 of Sep: being Howdon 
fair. the boat lost. Wm Hatton of Thorpe has taken the new house for 
one of his sons, with what belonged to Blackburns farme and halfe of 
the wood fields, John Bell haveing given up his part; and I believe the 
chiefe reason is because Thomas Wright is so bad a partner, and one of 
the worst tennants, if I may not say the very worst. Anna Bell declares 
that she is not able, to pay any rent, and moreover adds that it was 
your and not her will, that she came to the Cottage. She is excluded 
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from the charity you are pleased to give because no Catholick. Must she 
stay or not. but if she does you must expect no rent; for I do not hear 
that either her sons or Daughters will give her any assistance. Robt 
Smiths widow is aboute marrying one Constable att Weighton, the 
banes of matrimony are published: her daughter is sayd to be engaged 
with one Brathet now servant to her mother, who I suppose is designed 
for tennant: the personall estate is to be devided between the Mother 
and Daughter..... All goods are att a low price except good horses and 
sheep. all sort [of] grains are cheap. .... 


44 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 126-127) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Genoa, 15 November 1732 


Its a long time since I had any of your Letters, but longer since I 
writt to you. From Bourdeaux I came up to Paris, where after a stay of 
some Months I left it directly for this Country ....the Alps. .I did 
not find much more dismall to pass than Chivet hills... . . What Letters 
you have writt to me since I left Paris I shall not receive till I gett to 
Leghorn, which may be the best part of a Month. You must send all 
Letters hereafter to Mr Wright, who knows how to foreward them. your 
last to me was dated July the 26th in which you seem to apprehend 
some new disputes ariseing about Drax. Its surprising to me, that | 
should have any, not haveing either new titles, or purchase to defend. I 
will not loose my right, but repeat again, avoid disputes in Law if 
possible. Lett it hapen as it will nothing shall bring me home one day 
sooner than I intended..... I hope before now you have made the 
usuall returns to Mr Wright. I believe I have allways forgott to observe 
to you in former Letters that I am att a loss to comprehend the 
ballance of Champneys account. He sent me a rentall of £834 per 
annum! He pays but five hundred a year to me, can taxes and 
outpayments run away with £334. If I foregett not his last ballance 
amounts to a very trifle. Explain this to me, and how my new 
inclosures flourish there and come on..... As for letting the Butcher 
Close or Carr Closes to Harrison you may do that as you think most 
convenable, or you may lett Harrison farme on the Intack if that will 
not prejudice what I have given my orders for; that must be sure to bee 
don to it that will improve it the most, and hinder all trash growing. I 
am glad Blackburn house is down, and that is so, that I left empty over 
against it. I will not deminish the town no more, except it be to remove 
some houses into the groundes. If you could contrive me a farme or 
two in the remotest parts of the Lordshipe, you woud do the best thing 
to my future advantage that can be pursued. If you would endeavour to 
gett burnt three or four score thousand brick it woud save me mony, 
and the Tennants trouble. If my Deer increase too much demin[i] sh 
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them by killing of the Does. If my horses increase too much deminish 
them by selling of the less promissing att any price. Look over my plate 
to hinder it chainging colour: If my beds rott, take down the curtains 
and valences. My servants may lye in them without curtains, for we 
have none all over this Country..... 


45 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 127-128) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Leghorn, 3 December 1732 


I have you[r] Letter of the 14th: of September and am glad my 
wine is safe with you..... In the spring when full clear let Robt botle 
ees) I would buy Santon if I was att home. Enquire if My 
Lord would sell all his interest in Sancton, or only what belongs to his 
son. If he askes a great price tell him I have no thoughts of purchasing, 
if otherways, tell him it is impossible I can do it till my return, but I 
will advance Mony if he has any occasion. You must be enquiring the 
price that is insisted on before you own the receipt of this Letter, and 
consult Robt Watson only. if the price is reasonable then let him know 
you have heard from me, and that I will buy it, if too much is not asked 
for it, or to that purpose. Lett me hear an answer about it as soon as 
you can. I am glad I hear no more of Law. Punish the Grayhound 
coursers if they killed the hares upon my ground in terrorem. .. At my 
return to Paris I hope some of my young horses will be proper to meet 
me there; I must make a present of a Couple of my best, they must 
carry head and tail well and strong. If you forsee that I shall have a 
couple let me:know, it... ... I have ordred a small Barrel of acorns of 
green Oak from hence which you must sow as others in the Spring. 


46 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 34-36) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 9 January 1733 


Yours from Genua of the 15th of Nov: and from Leghorne Dec: the 
3 I received just before the holy Days, and when these were over I went 
to Arras to consult with Robt Watson about Santon, who tells me that 
there are other freeholders that will part with there Lands. My Lord 
Langdale will sell all his Interest in Santon, and his son joyns with him; 
I cannot as yet know the price he sett on it but will by the first 
opportunity that offers. I never took notice to him that I writt to you 
about it; nor doe I believe he ever spook of selling it to any person but 
myselienzuiys There be no disputs about Drax till May when the fishery 
begins. I told Lawyer Johnson what you ordred me to tell him and I 
think with too much heat. He told me to give his service to you the first 
time I writt (which I think I did not do) and he would do you all the 
service that lay in his power, and would return the other party there 
half guinea. I have searched [for] Drax Writtings but find nothing to 
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that purpose except the grant from the crown, and Leases from time to 
time.*° If any disputes arise about your rights, I shall follow your 
directions; and avoid all Law, for its rare to have justice done to our 
profession, when the adversary is of a different one..... Mr Lawson, 
and Mr Knowlton meet here about the midle of the last month: they 
then thought it conveniant to plant out all the beds into Blackburn 
garth, that they may have more air, strick larger roots, and be in less 
danger when they are planted out into the Intack. but upon the receipt 
of yours, I described that part of your Letter relating to planting, and 
sent Rob: and he tells him its too late in the year to prepare that place; 
but that he would come down and sett out some part of it to be fitt 
against the fall of the leaf; and when he comes will have the ditch 
staked out. That place must be taken into your own hands, because 
Harrison has run it out, never layd any mannur upon it excepting one 
load. I thought the fence against the Garths belonged to the respective 
farmers but how must it be fenced. The house opposite to Blackburns is 
not down, nor do I remember that you ever gave orders to pull it down. 
I think it is as well standing till you resolve where to sett it, because the 
timber is good and may be squandered away if puld down. For me to 
contrive a farme or two in the remotest parts of the Lordship would be 
a high presumption, since I know you have had that though[t] these 
some years; and consulted judicious people about it. I have no 
judgement in this affaire. Robt Mell will not make bricks under 5s per 
thousand, and will have 20s allowed for the floor because as he says the 
Clay layes much deeper than it was before..... Your Deer incressess, 
thers about 300 head. Your beds does not rott, but the curtains and 
valances cannot be rightly preserved from the Moths tho fires are 
weekly made in the rooms, and often smocked as directed by the 
upholster. The hodghead of wine some time after it came home was 
filled up with Port. it took 8 quarts att first and amost two since. The 
Hares were killd upon the thorp moor. Your plate is as clean as the very 
day you went away..... 


47 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 36-37) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 2 March 1733 


I cannot as yet hear what price my Lord Langdale sets on his estate 
att Santon: I saw him the first Mondy in lent, but he sayd nothing 
about that affair, nor perhaps will till your returne..... On the 27 of 
the last month Rob: Watson gave notice, that he would pay in £500 of 
the principall, and therefore do desire your answer whether I may 
receive it or not. I told you in my last that I had an assignment from Mr 
Helme on Sir Edwd Gascoigne for £200 but have an answer from that 
Bart, that he cannot execute his trust till Mr Nelsons moneys be payd 
in... So the payment is uncertain. Champney promissed to be here the 
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latter end of the last month with the Mayday accounts, but came not; I 
suppose he can be no less than £200 in your debt. He has the Copey of 
the survey. Young Mudy of Bealby who had half of the tyth there is 
gone off. His Father promisses to see this last years rent payd; but will 
engage no further: so the tyth will fall into your own hands, it being 
impossible to lett it, att a tolerable rent, corn being so cheap, that I 
question whether we could gett £20 for it. for the two that took if 
offerd £10 to be released of there bargain. In one of my formar Letters 
I desired you would give leave to fell a tree to make a waggon, but 
receiveing no answer condescended at Rob: importunity to have a new 
one made, the whole at penny cost. The underwood in the Plantation is 
renewed a fresh. Mr Knowltons men are cutting the wall trees. he was 
here yesterday and cut all the young trees that came from Paris 
himselfe..... your speedy answer is desired to this; and where youll 
have the garden wall that faces the intack taken down now, or have it 
stand to your returne, which I hope will be against the beginning of 
July, aboute the time I am pressed by severall of our Br[ethr] en to be 
in Flanders, and cannot well avoid that journey, since my excuse last 
quadrienniu[m] was looked upon as frivalous, and threatned to be 
deeply fined; which I may expect will be put in execution with out 
mercy if I absent this time, not that I have any inclination myself to 
take so long a journey, but only to comply with the desires of others 
tho to my cost... ... 


48 (DDEV/56/30 f. 128) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Florence, 14 March 1733 


I have only time to tell you that the last Letter I had from you was 
of the 2d of November 1732.1 do not doubt but the 625 to be payd by 
your orders and Champneys to Mr Wright about Michaelmass last has 
been long since done, but as yet I have had no advice from Mr Wright. I 
am fully informed by your Letter that Champney had but paid 85 then, 
which is too late considering what large time I give my Tennants. Tell 
Champney I expect a more just regularity for the future. I have made 
you a present from hence of Garden seeds..... As to the Tennants 
house building, I leave it to your discression, lett all be done that is 
conveniant. Have great care of my plantation, and youngest trees. 
Prepare me a new farme some where beyond the Park and sett new 
quickwood where you’l judge most conveniant, and the more the 
better alt a If Widdow Bell cannot pay her rent, quitt her of her 
Cottage, and all others that do not. What I ordred of additionall Charity 
is to be intire of what I gave before. Lett me know how my young 
horses go on, and put my Mares to the best, and Strongest Stallions. I 
like the Country so well; that I do not know when I shall leave it... .. 
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49 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 128-129) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Florence, 4 April 1733 


ett In yours of the 2d of November you mention you had 
punished some persons for killing hares more by the importunity of 
others than your own inclination which I blame you for. What could 
gain so far upon you as to mortifie yourselfe to indulge there passion is 
not to my purpose to inquire at this distance, but as I have often 
desired you in former Letters to persue your own reason in such trivials 
as may hapen in my concerns, so I repeat now the same, and depend I 
shall find all to my satisfaction att my return. It is now a great while 
since I heard from you nor have I yet had any advice from Mr Wright of 
what money you and Champney was to return him for my use about 
Michaelmass last. I must conclude it was don, tho later than what I 
expected as long as I continue abroad..... You paid me two hundred 
pounds which I lent your friend Helmes, but from him not one 
farthing. .s.. 4 he has failed me more than once, and att a time that is 
very inconvenient to me. As to the affaire of your friend at Lambspring 
do for me equally with the rest of my Neighbours. I am affraid that 
that Noble habitation and settlement will not be continued in so good 
Oeconomy as it has been for some years past, or I am wrong 
informed. ..:.. I shall pass Ascension Holy days at Venice, and from 
thence shall seek some cool retreat till after the middle of September, 
and then for Rome..... I desire you'll be buying me up young black 
Geldings proper for the Coach four or five. Champney lives in a better 
Country for it than you do, but some times they are meet with in our 
fairs about Holden and Beaverley. If you have setled a farme about the 
fields or Closes of Everingham as I mentioned before, Pray begin this 
summer to build, and build and repair an other in the town row..... I 
must desire you to send me a Catalogue of all my Italian books in my 
Closet. When it is done gett some opportunity to send it up to Mr 
Wright in London, and desire him to give [it to] Mr Wells, Captain of a 
ship who comes often to Leghorn upon Mr Goddards account. Mr 
Goddard is now here and will gett him to writ to Mr Wright with 
further instructions. 


50 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 37-39) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 12 April 1733 


Yours from Florance of the 14th of March I received the fourth of 
this; and tho you have had no Letter from me since the 2d of Nov: last, 
yet I can assure you that I sent one..... As yet I have no notice of the 
barrel [of] ackorns, or Garden seeds. As soon as I have advice of the 2 
hodgshead I shall writt to Mr Perrott to give notice of there arrivall. 
That which you sent over last year was botled off last week, 19 doz: 2 
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botles. As to the repairing Daniel Decows house, its what cannot be 
avoided unless we will lett it fall to the ground, the wall being shrunk 
from the main timber, so that it is supported from falling by 4 or more 
props....but do not designe to medle with the buildings at West 
Raisen, because they will be very expensive, Champney telling me, that 
his house and outhouses will require 100,000 brick. All care is taken of 
the Plantation, a new hedge and ditch made about it and supplyd with 
underwood this spring; we have taken that place into our hands, 
because Henry Harrison will pay nothing for it, nor has since you went 
from home and Robt the other day sett it for 14sh. All the woodfield is 
layd to Blackburn farme, because none will be in partnershipe with 
Tho: Wright; besides his wife was seen to bring severall times parts 
home and he as supposed drew the staple out of the Park gate to lett 
your bull into his Closes, to serve his cows. Infine he is not able to Rent 
the-closes, 2.’ James Cade has removed Jonathans ruinous barn into 
the street row att his own expences, intending one part of it for his 
shop, and the other to lay his hay in... .. Young Mudy is returned so I 
hope we shall not be troubled with Bealby tyth. Oswald Pearson has 
given up the freehold tyth of Hayton, because he is removed to Burnby; 
whether his partner will stick to the same or not is yet uncertain. In one 
of your Letters you ordered your servants to go out now and then with 
a gun, pursuant to this Robt in winter when he went to fother the 
goods in the New Close, as he did twice a day, took a gun with him, and 
seeing some game in the carr made toward to them: which John Mell 
perceiveing fell into the highest rage, resembling that of [an] infernall 
sp[i|rit, than a Christian, protesting that if he attempted to shout 
there, he would shout him: and that he would suffer none to come 
there, but Gentlemen of your acquaintance and he alledged to me in his 
defence, that you threatned to turn off Champny if ever he did shout 
any there or in your libertys. If Robt made a practice of it, or spent any 
time in that imployment to the neglect of your affairs, I should be as 
much against him as John Mell, but since it is only in the way to his 
business, I think John Mell is in the wrong, and that it is a lessoring to 
your servants to have such a person to crow over them, and is 
appropiateing to himselfe more liberty than you give him..... Mr 
Knowlton has sent 1000 more of furr seedlings, planted in Blackburn 
Garth; but harrisons hens [s]cratches part up. There are 4 hodgsheads 
of strong bear brewed. I hope it will prove good..... 


51 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 39-41) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 8 May 1733 


Yours of the 4 of April I received the 28 of the same and am really 
concerned that... disbursements...puzzled..... For the accounts 
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come no further than Michaelmass and as I had charged myselfe in the 
article of Casualties with the receipt of Champneys £250 so likewise 
most I do in the disburse[men]ts, which with my own share did 
amount to five hundred pounds, and on the 3 of Sept I sent £215 to 
Champney, that he might returne it to Mr Writt in good time. and this I 
did before I received one farthing of your Michaelmass rents. So in that 
half years disbursements you had returned for your own use £715 for 
tho it brought Ladydays ballance very low, yet youll have it again in 
Michaelmass ballance..... The clay for briks is cast up and ready for 
makeing; and do expect they’ll begin next week. .... I told you in one 
of mine before that I would not presume to setle a farme in the fields, 
since I know you have yourself had that project many years agoe, and 
consulted experienced people in that kind, yet came to no conclusion. 
since you went from here there are two new brick houses built, a new 
brick barn, and the stables will be bricked; and Emmersons house 
bricked around with a duble chinney for John, and his family. The 
Catologue of Italian books I shall send to you: and may perhaps deliver 
it myselfe to Mr Wright, if you do not countermand my goeing to the 
Chap: [ter] this summer..... Troubles att Drax break out again, your 
fishermen forbid to draw there nets upon any shore, and the owners of 
the ground threatning to fish; but has not as yet attempted it. Robt 
went over to Drax partly on this account, and partly to see Daniel 
Decows house what materialls would be wanting; that that work may 
be finished before harvest come on. He tells me, that att Rusham a 
ferry boat [is] set up which was never before, and as I suppose in your 
libertys, and is a great lessning to that at Land Drax.*’ One Thomas 
Spencer of Barnaby March does assert that he has been a fisher in your 
libertys for many years, and was never interrupted in any shore. If they 
attempt to fish I shall writt to Mr Cultchet*® as you order and take his 
directions. These and the like troubles makes my life very uneasy... .. 
You are pleased to say in yours that you depend you shall find all to 
your satisfaction att your return. I wish it may be so but I am so far 
from haveing any as to be in daly trouble and concern..... 


52 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 41-42) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 8 June 1733 


ee tney The greater part of the Intack is ploughed, and the whole that 
can be ploughed very shortly. Ther are some parts of it that must be 
dug. I fear it will be an expensive work, and wish you had lett it be to 
your return. The two hodgsheads of wine com safe last night, but for 
want a double casks each hogshead has been peged in 4 different place 
at least. what quantity is gone I cannot tell; I am afraid no smal one. I 
suppose they must be filled up with poart, as you ordered the first 
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hodgshead. In three or four of my letters I told you that Robt Watson 
the 27 of Oct: last, that he would pay in £500 Michaelmass next, and 
desired to know whether I must receive it or not, but whether received 
or not, I do not think he’ll pay the Interest answerable to that sum. 
When Daniel Decows house cam to be looked into, it was nothing but 
providence that preserved the inhabitants lives, the panes being so very 
rotten that one might mould them into dust between finger and thumb. 
A wonder that it did not push down. there will not be much to do at 
the walls, but the repair will require more time, than was supposed 
before the roof was taken down. You writt of building more, but let 
that suffice for this year..... my last letter... I hope will take away 
all suspition of fraud; and therefore do not think it necessary another 
so very soon but shall do it before I sett out for Flanders; and satle all 
your money affairs that is in my hands in case of Mortality. I insinuated 
this unto you in mine of the 2d of March, with a designe that you 
might countermand that journey; but hearing nothing to that intent, 
cannot plead any excuse for myselfe, yet hope I may meet with a letter 
before the time I designe to sett forward. on Mondy the 11 I sett forth 
for Peircebridge where we have our Provinciall meeting.*? and on the 9 
or 11 of July for doway, if I have not your commands to the contrary. 


53 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 42-43) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 7 July 1733 


I have impatiently expect a letter from you to countermand my 
journey into flanders, but now despaire of any: the time growing near 
must sett foreward tomorrow. Rob: Watson telld me last week that 
there is one or two freeholders in Santon who offers to sell him there 
estates; but will not treat with them, without your orders and 
directions. Lord Langdale mentions no more of his, nor will he as I 
think till your return..... [I] still wait for your further orders about 
the Intack...<.... . You say nothing whether Rob: Watsons money is to be 
received or not. I hear nothing from Champney upon any account. I do 
not doubt but Rob will be as carefull in my absence, as if I was att 
home, he puts his hand to the meanest work. I have made up my 
accounts, and given them to him, with £40 more to carry on your 
affairs which I hope will be more than sufficiant till my return, which I 
expect will be within six weeks..... I shall carry up with me the 
Catalogue of your Italian books to London and give to Mr Wright to 
send by Mr Walls, Captain of a ship. 


54 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 43-44) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 10 October 1733 


I designed to have writt to you att my return from Flanders, but 
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that being later than expected, occasioned by contrary winds, which 
drove us twice into Holland; though|t] fitt to deferr it till after 
Michaelmass .... On the first of October Rob: Went into West Raisen 
to pay to Champney two hundred, and fifty pounds the sum you allow 
to yourselfe out of this Estate, who had bills for the moneys, and his 
own share too. and on the 4th I gott a bill of one hundred twenty five 
pounds of Mr Cookson, which is Robt Watsons Interest moneys and 
sent it to Mr Wright. He was importunate to pay in five hundred pounds 
of the Principall, as haveing given above halfe a years notice of it, and 
which I have three different times signified to you; desireing to know 
whether I might received or not. but after some debate upon this 
matter, he condescended to acquiess till Lady Day following (tho as he 
said to his great prejudice) against which time I hope you will either be 
here, or send your orders. We have received of Mr Lawson 388 stoops 
AO lesser stoops and 84 Rails which comes to the sum of £75.18.4. he 
has received in Cash 36-15-00. which with £19 for the beast amounts to 
OSA Sy Lat: Champney promisse to com over shortly to sett accounts 
streight and pay I suppose the ballance; which must be considerable 
since he has built nothing, because no order to make brick, and you 
yearly expected home..... On the 22 of this we shall begin to plant in 
the Intack and level some places; I fear it will be an expensive work, 
and do wish you had lett it be till your safe arrival here, least what is 
don may not meet with your approbation. .... Robert has gott a good 
quantity of ackorns ... gathered and six bushels of common nuts all to 
be sowen in the Intack for under wood. Mr Lawson will make you a 
present of some large young Oaks, and 400 limes, as many as a boat will 
bring, if you will be att the charge of takeing them up and of the boat 
here which latter will come to about fiften shillings. .... your rents 
comes but slowly in, all things being att a low price, except sheep and 
good horses. You have 4 fat oxen to sell, besides two spaned heifers, 
and two other oxen for the draught. Champney .... will not buy any 
coach horse unless Robt goe with him, and there being a fair shortly in 
there County he shall goe to him, least you be disappointed. Bealby 
tyth will certainly be throwen into your own hands next summer, the 
three years of there tack being expired. .... The Dean att his visitation 
ordred all the Parsons to give in the names of all of our profession, of 
what rank or quality soever, and upon the 26 of the last there came 
summonces to every indeviduall person in this town, to appear att S: 
Marys Church in Beverley, the 23d of this to answer the questions that 
shall be proposed to them. This is no where (as I hear) butt in 
Yorkshire. The Bishop and Dean are at the bottom; and the Spirituall 
Court officers are very active in this affair, demanding a shilling of 
every one that had a summonce. Many have appered in other parts of 
Yorkshire and York, and are commanded to appear again the 19 of this 
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and bring with them a Certificat from the Parson of the Parish, that 
they have been att Church under pain of Excommunication. My name 
was not returned, because then out of the kingdome. What the Issue 
will be God knows°®..... 


55 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 137-138) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Lucca, 3 November 1733 


I have now before me severall of your Letters which were most of 
them answered att Venice, but as I fell ill there of a Meil di pecto, 
which is often very dangerous in this Climate; and in yours no more 
than a common cold in the breast, my Letter was never finished. This 
illness preceding the heats, I passed them very inconveniently, but now 
am in perfect good health. I leave Tuscany the beginning of the next 
week for Rome, and Naples, and after I have indulged myself in those 
Noble, and antient Cityes, I have don with Italy, steering my course 
homewards. 

I must tell you that the mistake, so I must still call it, you made 
some time agoe in your... accounts, I understood your meaning, as 
well as if you had made none. How you can think I could have a 
thought of injustice designed me, is a cloud of darkness, which I cannot 
penetrate, and hope to hear no more of. I must now take notice of the 
unkind usage of Mr Helmes tome..... I am convinced the £200 is not 
on this day payed, and am sure such Methods will not restore the 
sinking credit of a Convent. This is the first, and shall be the last 
Conventuall Loan I shall engage in. As I have a great many Queries to 
answer in your severall Letters, and in some hurry from my journey to 
Rome, I am confined in as short a manner as possible..... Pro- 
ceed... to plant the Intacke as Mr Knowlton shall think convenient; 
but you may to your own discression do that in some years, what he 
would do in one..... I shall not give £30 for a Coach Gelding, if none 
are bought Lett them alone till my returne..... The two hodgsheads 
of Wine [are] to be visited often and keept full, and the next spring to 
be botled of when it is perfectly fine, and not upon the fret... .. Lett 
Robt Watson know that the next summer I shall be att home, that till 
then he cannot pay in any part of the money with safty to himselfe, 
because Sir William Juxon*’ must give him a discharge, and as Mr 
Culceth my agent is dead, I cannot gitt one till my return. He will find 
easily to use his mony till then..... I have a great many things to order 
att home, but att present have no time. 


56 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 53-54) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 5 December 1733 


Yours from Luca of the 3d of Nov: I received the 27. and being so 
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long since you writt and do assure you that it was a subject of sorrow 
and joy and satisfaction unto me. of sorrow that you have been so ill, 
of joy that you are in a perfect s[t]ate of health, and of satisfaction, 
because it has quieted all the fears I have been under, as to the work 
begun in the Intack. For before the receipt of yours, I had left the 
whole management of that place to Mr Knowlton, nor indeed would he 
have had anything to do with it unless he had had his own will..... 
Robt has lett the Rabbits on the Sand Hills till Candlemass for £6. Robt 
Watson was his Counseller and director. The day after the receipt of 
yours, I lett him know he was not to pay in the £500. Mr Helmes £200 
was paid the 30th of Nov: last. No consideration or charges of any kind 
allowed. .... Tho: Wright is only discharge[d] from the woodfields, 
not from his farme. I had given to Mr Knowlton, after he had planted 
the wall trees, those that came from Scorbrough, and directed the 
leveling of the hall Garth and the two boarders, five guineas and since 
the receipt of your last 3 gns. He is frequently here, and upon the least 
notice is ready to come. As to the sail of your young horsees I know 
not what to think..... You order Robt Mell to bee discharged from 
shooting. I suppose you mean J. Mell, and therefore have don it. All 
possible care shall be taken to gett you a couple of pointers; and two 
for the woods. The spaniel you lent or gave to Mr Langdale I beleave 
was steady and [a] quick ranger, but has hapned a misfortune of 
breaking her shoulder by endeavouring to gett out of the kennel. I sayd 
before lent or given because he looks upon her as a gift but upon what 
grounds I know not..... Mr Widringtons,°” and Mr Jor: Langdale[s] 
opinion of your wine, is that it is very clear and fine, but drank 
somewhat flat, but being sett before the fire a litle revived its spirits, 
and both agree that it is good wine. Its strainge that Mr Wright has not 
given you an account of the last Lady Days return, since I have his 
receipts for £400 and [for] Champney|s] return [of] £100. and my 
last gave you an account of my sending 250 to Champney the first of 
Oct:, the Michaelmass allowance, and my paying 125 by bill the 4th. I 
shall be punctuall to the payment. 


57 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 54, 57) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 21 January 1734 


In my last I told you that Mr Lawson would make you a present of 
some large oaks, and about 400 Limes if you would be att the Charge 
which is done, and were gott home just before Christmass and layd in 
the ground, least a frost should prejudice them dureing the holy days, 
which began immediately after, and continues yet. no work has gone 
forward since the beginning of the year. Mr Lawson and Mr Knowlton 
were here the 7th of this, and stayd to 11 at night. they both urge to 
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have 300 Scot[c]h furr 3.15.1, 1000 beach and 100 Spruce fur of each 
bought. for they propose to leave some quantity of Elms, to place 
where you please, and not to be sett in spungy or wett soil. | was much 
against it, and talked whether they thought to plant all the wood in 
Yorkshire in that litle compass, but if it be a £5 or 6 matter I shall not 
contradict them. John Bell is gone off without acquainting Robt with 
it; Jand] given a bill of sale to his two brothers in Law, who give out he 
never designs to returne, and so much Mr Laybourn told Rob: I know 
no reason of this his sudden departure, but of a child being layd to his 
charge; a short time to dispose of the tenniment. Mr Champney came 
here the 10 of this with his Martinmass 1732 and May Day 1733 
accounts. [He] brought with him £250 in part of the ballance due to 
you, which I was forced to receive from him, he absolutely refuseing to 
carry that sum back with him..... Robt was informd that John 
Moody who farmes the half of Beal[b]y tyth was prepairing for goeing 
of[f] tho he and his partner owed 3 half years rent. upon which he 
consulted with Mr Cradhouk, who advised him to send for a writt to 
procure sufficiant bondsmen for the payment, which was according 
don. They payd in hand one half years rent. The charges came to 2-19-0 
of which Rob: paid £2-5s-0, the rest by the two tennants, who 
solemnly attest that they will be £30 loosers..... Since you tell me to 
be punctuall to your half yearly payments I shall endeavour to have my 
share paid in as soon as I can gett good bills, tho it be some time before 
Lady day. but shall not place it to account till that teerm be over, to 
avoid confusion in the accounts. 


58 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 57-58) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 27 February 1734 


In my last of the 21 of Jan: I told you that I had condescended to 
the buying of 1000 Beach but Robt thought fit to bring 500 only, and 
supplyed that number with 500 hornbeam, which I would not listen 
too, because have had all the hornbeam out of the grean Garden. the 
planting in the Intack is carried on att present more vigerously..... 
The storm which I mentioned in my Letter as I think of the 10 of Oct: 
against the R:C. is I hope blowen over, they were not cited to appear 
the second time (in order) to a conviction. The Taxes for the ensueing 
year are 2s per £. I have allready returned to Mr wright in part of your 
allowance for Lady Day two bills for £108 and have his answer that 
they were accepted on, and the time for there payment expired. and for 
the £142 yet behind Mr Todd Furrier in Beverley is for London, and 
promisses to pay that sum to Mr Wright some time next Month; and 
receive his moneys here att his return. Robt has lett John Bells farme to 
Wm Clark, a man of good substance. The Garden for the most part was 
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full of wood of different sorts and that being now taken except some 
Elmes, and furrs, its very unleavel and full of holes, that it will take 
some labour, and charge to bring it to rights; Manur is layd, and shall be 
layd on every place where trees has been so long, than dug and sowen 
with some thing or other to keep weeds down..... J: Mell desires that 
you will be pleased to grant him the liberty of shooting again. ... . 


59 (DDEV/60/86 f. 58) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 27 April 1734 


I should not have been so long silent, had I not been prevented by an 
inflamation in my head, which seized me Lady Day last, and was very 
painfull, and continued three weeks. the remedy thought proper to free 
me of it cast me into the intermitting, and am still under operations for 
the care of that. We have had a very favorable Winter. and the Spring is 
promisseing, tho corn begins to rise, but all goods at a low rate saveing 
horses, which still keep up there price. Robt has taken the wye close into 
your own hands, because your stock of horses and Deer increases, and 
your presence will add to the number of the first. he has no prospect of 
letting Bealby tyth; none will give above £20, for which sum we dare 
not lett it, for after so great a fall, it will be hard to raise it again. he 
will sell what quantity of the tyth hey he can; to lessen the trouble and 
charge of leading. Robert mell is makeing brick to finish the Garden 
wall that faces the Intack, the work in that place being now finished, as 
far as the birch spring, and which is what we designe to do till your 
fOLui. 2. 22 I have returnd to Mr Wright £250 which you allow 
yourselfe for Lady day last, and have writt twice to Champney to 
hasten his payment. Great strife about the Election of members of 
Parliament.°* Wm Jackson has sett up an Alehouse, so we have now 
three. The 2 hogdsheads of wine is botled off. .... 


60 (DDEV/60/86 f. 47) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 29 June 1734 


Your last was on the 3d of November, stilo novo, wherein you 
promissed to be att home this summer which is now att hand..... The 
exportation of corn has raised the price of wheat in our two 
neighbouring markets to S5sh.6d per bushel which will be a means to 
break many that are att board wages, or oblige them to pine the 
carcase. Rye is at 3sh the bushel, all goods at a low rate except good 
horses, which keeps up their price, and [are] ** hard to light on. Bealby 
tyth is in your own hand, Robt letts to the tennants thereoff what 
parcells he can both of hay, and corn. Much work in hand; I wish the 
Intack -had not been begun till your return, for the charge of leveling 
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and planting amounts the last half year to 49-03-05% and a great many 
hands daly imployed to keep it clean, and must be continued till the 
seedlings be of some growth..... I was att Arras this week, and Robt 
Watson, and his wife were very importune to have some brick to make a 
porch before the hall, or parlor door. He pleaded your promisse before 
you went from home: If so I suppose he must have them. There are 
gott of Mr Lawson 685 stoops for the Park fence, which are supposed 
will be sufficiant to finish that work: and 3017 yards of Rails, which 
will 'scarcedo:* 2... We had a good many cherryes, but not one could be 
preserved till ripe being devoured by the magpys, Jackdaws, and smaller 
birds with which we abound; tho I am apt to believe, that birds without 
wings has been more faulty, tho I have seen the real ones make there 
attempts with success, but did observe that if I was any day from home, 
then the trees sufferrd the most: nor could it be expected that they 
could be preserved since the Garden has layd open since Michaelmass 
last, and been a through road..... Sr Miles Stapleton is the first 
repres|en|tative to sit in Parliament for this county. Mr Turner the 
second. for York Sr John K[a] ye and Mr Thompson®°..... Some few 
days agoe Sr Edmund Andersons son*® cam here in person to beg the 
favour of a key for the Park, because he often [goes] hunting with my 
Lord Burlingtons servants, and the game coming this way is at a loss; I 
thought you would not deny that small request, and therefore 
condescended to it..... 


61 (DDEV/60/86 f. 48) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 25 August 1734 


The troubles about Drax fishery are renewed. Mr Brook of Gateforth 
hath served a writt on the fisherman, for fishing as supposed in the 
water adjacent to his ground: they had recourse hither, whereupon 
Robt went to Holden to consult Lawyer Norsipe; but first was to speak 
to Mr Brown, who told him that it was not necessary to go to the 
Lawyer, but only to give appearance, not knowing, but the cause of the 
writt may be founded upon some Misdemeaner of the fishermen. The 
appearance is to be made within three weeks after Michaelmass; and if 
[it] is not judgement will be given out against them; will you that we 
defend your right, or give it up, as you direct in yours of the 12 of May 
1734, where you say Lett us avoid all disputes, and Law in my absence. 
I must find remedy att my return. You have time enough to answer 
this, because the action cannot be brought on before Lent assises before 
which time I hope youll be att home. Mr Brown was here, and I told 
him to give appearance, which he promissed he would. but he is of the 
opinion and many others, that when Mr Brook hears your rights will be 
defended in your absence, [he] will not bring the action on. lamina 
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thousand troubles upon this account... .. Both Carrs are full of water: 
what is in the siuy Carr com from the continuous rains, and cannot gett 
off, being stopt by the water in the other Carr which is overflooded 
through the negligence of the tennants by not keeping up there banks. 
They'll find the fruit of there negligence in the loss of there goods 
which begin allready to impaire..... Robert has lett most of the 
Bealby tyth to severall persons who will be great loosers by the hay 
Your speedy answer is desired. 


62 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 48-50) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 26 October 1734 


Your silence is still continued, tho I gave you an account in mine of 
the 25 of August that a sute was commenced against the men that took 
your tishety...2..% it being far easier to defend a longe, and never before 
a disputed possession, than to recover it when ejected out of 
| oe most are of the opinion that he dare not bring it on: but 
however we shall endeavour to be prepaired for a defence..... Robt 
Watson payd according to agreement £125 but looks upon the payment 
of the £25 to be a hardshipe, since he gave so longe before notice of 
paying in the principal answerable to that sum. the moneys he says he 
could place out, but does not know how to gett it again. On the 11 of 
this Robt and I went to York to gett bills for £375 which is your quota 
from hence and Robt Watsons moneys, haveing the day before received 
Mr Cooksons answer, that he could not furnish us with any. yet got noe 
bills to our likeing that day nor the next but Robt return|ed] the 17 
and by Mr Brighams assistance gott bank bills for 175 and two Joynt 
Merchants bill[s] for £200. the first of £175 was putt into the post the 
19. The.other of £2002 tie 2)... use I desire that you will be pleased to 
allow some small sum for the poor that come daly to your door; for it 
cannot be expected that we are to relieve all that comes, your house 
being as much frequented by them, as ever. Mary hair after the death of 
her husband went to live at Santon with a neice of hers, she had as good 
as forty pounds when she left Everingham as I was told, but now 
throwen upon this town; which your Tennants might have prevented if 
they had either secured her effects, or gott a bond from the party who 
undertook to maintain her, and promissed to doe it..... 


63 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 138-139) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Naples, 6 December 1734 


[ am now gott to the end of my journey, and when once I gett out 
of the gate of this noble City I shall think myselfe att home. I have had 
severall Letters from you, since I writt, but the latest date from 
Everingham was from Towneley.*’ He gives me a great caracter of the 
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Claret. I fear I may stay too long abroad for the first hodgshead I sent 
you, and therefore if any of your Friends, or my Neighbours have a 
minde to taste it amongst them, you may dispose of it, as from 
yourtseliie..cccs The same Gentleman gives a great encomium of your 
Nurseries, and plantations, and says all does well. This gives me a reall 
satisfaction, and have but one thing more to request of you, that you’] 
plant them out as fast as they come to an age proper and do not loose 
the? text..cpring. L044 The same Gentleman makes the Number of my 
Deer to be very Numerous which I am very glad off; but would not 
have them exceed what he mentions, which you can easly prevent..... 
The same Gentleman assures me that he never saw so much water in the 
Carr. I am surprised at that, and hope that the expence I layed out 
there has not been neglected since I cam from home. My Orders to 
Robin were over and over repeated to improve the banks I had made 
there, and never to lett the least part of them go out of repair..... | 
have a longe time been desirous to have an Acre or two of Land in 
Shiptonfield next adjoining to my Closes, by which means I may have 
the advantage of the Brook before it enters into the Lordship of 
Harswell. Tell Tho: Broune that I know he can compass that for me, if 
he pleases, and as I shall be willing to pay more than the reall value of 
it, | expect he shall purchase it for me either before, or at my return. I 
must now come to my affairs in Linconshire. I desired you would now 
and then pass over into that Country in my abscence, and lett me know 
how things went on there. I must remember I expended a great deal of 
Money the year before I left home upon that Estate and cut down a 
great deal of wood for the improvement..... What Champney has 
payd you over and above sent up to Mr Wright for my use amounts to 
£200 or there abouts. A small ballance out of a Rentall of £832. For I 
do not find he has remitted Mr Wright more than £500 per annum so 
that I have payed allmost £300 a year out of that Estate. I have allso 
enclosed you Mr Wrights account of eight Months last past, what 
Champney has remitted. By your last ballance you seem to have more 
Mony in hand than you have occasion for; what summ that is I desire 
you’l apply to Lawyer Johnson°® to dispose for me, for the time I shall 
continue abroad. If Mr Johnson has not a ready demand for it, apply to 
Mr Wright to whom I shall mention some thing to that purpose in my 
WERE Te. I shall return to Rome about the 10th of the Next Month, 
and shall be in France I hope in June next. I leave this climate with 
regrett. 


64 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 50-51) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 26 December 1734 


Our rains are as violent as ever, from which you may conclude that 
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your grounds are more overfloued than in my last; which confines your 
Deer to a very smal compass in the Park, and begin to dye. since 
Michaelmass 4% brace of old are dead; and John thinks many more 
will: the Park being over stockt with them and young horses. The Deer 
[are] as near as he compute to the number of 400. the pails [are] so 
much decaed before the wood field, butcher close and thorny laine that 
it will be impossible to keep them in, unless they be repaird in the said 
places. | gave you an account before of the quality of stoops and rails 
bough|[t] in for that purpose, as you ordred, but not to sett them up 
till your return, which has been longer than expected. Your rents come 
very slowly in. there is about £131 yet in arrears, so if we did proceed 
according to your direction we should be obliged to turn of your chief 
Tennants: all goods being att a low price except horses, sheep partly, 
and .comni rottems: ‘na: What here follows is a copy of a letter from Mr 
Champney, received the 26 of Dec. Sr West Raisen 10ber the 18. These 
comes to acquaint you that Mr Knight has cut the Beck banks in two 
places, the one in the Marsh, the other in the Manwray. the formar has 
been cutt these two years, which we have indicted to defend ourselves 
against that we might not give my master any uneasyness about it. The 
other is cutt on the east side of the Clow in Manwray on his own 
ground, and was Cut the 23 of November last. which two cuts turns out 
the whole run of water into my Masters best land, and does damage in 
upwards of 400 Acre of Land. We have had 3 or 4 views by our 
neighbours, Mr Ward was at one where they brought in £30 damage. Mr 
Ward sayeth to me we have good law against him. I went to Mr 
Bowcheret and desired his advice in it: He said we should indict him at 
the Sesstonsi200/s Your answer to Champneys letter is desird least he 
engage in a sute contrary to your will. I have nothing more of our sute 
att Drax whether Mr Brook will bring it on or not. 


65 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 51-52, 55) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 7 February 1735 


I was glad after your long silence to see your hand again, it being 
reported that you was cast away att sea. But tho your letter did revive 
my spirits, yet theres a constant dampe lyes upon them att the thoughts 
of Mr Brook bringing on his sute..... against the Fisherman. The 
declaration is for a trespass by treading his grass with there feet called 
the sand beds, and breaking down and spoyling his fences there; and 
likewise for draging, drawing, and placeing there fishing netts in the said 
Close: the defendands protest they never sett foot upon the grass or 
ever touched the fences; and to that part of the Declaration they intend 
to plead not guilty, and as to the drawing, draging and placeing there 
fishing Netts, which is supposed to be the main Levell of the action, 
will be your part to defend. I have some times before insinuated my 
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concerns in this affair, and desired your answer; but to no effect: we 
shall not enter into the sute unless compelled. You cannot conceive 
what trouble this and other concerns are to me..... As to the 
disposeing of your Clarett amongst your Neighbours; I have litle hopes 
unless it be to Ld Burlington..... As for planting this Spring, I know 
not what can be don, till I speak to Mr Knowlton who I daly 
Specht. No judgement can be made of your young horses..... 
What number of Deer Mr Townley mentioned you do not take notice 
of in yours, but are notably decreased since my last..... The pails in 
the Thornly lane and Wye Close [are] so bad that they are not to be 
keep in, [and] goe out by ten, fifteen, and more at once; [so] that they 
will have there liberty, or the pails must of necessity be repaired, the 
wood is ready, and will be no better for keeping. Your surprise at the 
water in the Carr, would not be so great if you had seen the constant 
and violent rains we have had, never more water was knowen to be 
upon the face of the earth in the memory of any man liveing, every low 
place is full; The beck banks are sufficiant, nor did it run over; Robt has 
spock to Mr Brown, says he takes all the care he can of the quickwood, 
who will do his endeavours to purchase for you what you desire. He is 
your Atturney if the sute com on; for Mr Brigham is not qualified to 
act as such. Upon the receipt of yours Robt Went to West Rasen; 
and .... tells me that he designes to make a bank in his Dothum next 
to the Marsh in order to throw the water upon Mr Knight, so they 
designe to fence themselves against him as well as they can till your 
return. the fields that are laid he says are skined finely over for the time 
and promisse very well. Champney left with me contrary to my will, 
the 11 of Jan: 1734 the sum of two hundred, and fifty 
pounds ....and he sent by Robt one hundred guineas more in Jan: 
last, in all 355....I was obliged to remove the Pear trees that were 
planted before the house in the Hall Garth, into the Garden, because 
every year cropd by the goods that pastured in it (tho they were railed 
off,) yet frequently broken down by the goods, so they have lost three 
years growth. In on[e] of yours you ordred hares should be preserved: 
but they doeing so great damage in the nurserys croping the seedling as 
they com up: and peeling the underwood, that there can be no hops of 
improveing either, unless they be destroyd near home for a time..... 
Robt went to Lawyer Johnson to enquire if he had any ready return for 
5, or £600. but had then none, but perhaps may have shortly and 
therefore will wait a litle longer before I apply to Mr Wright because it 
will be hard to gett bills for that sum, and for 250 more att Lady Day. 
but Mr Brigham tells me that you'll gett no more. I wish 5, or £600, 
could be disposed of. Mr Champney allows Mr Wrights account to be 
right, and the reason of his returning no more, [was] because he could 
not gitt bills, nor did the Lincolnshire grasers send there goods to 
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London as they yearly used to do; on account of there low prices. .... 


66 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 139-142) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Rome, 22 March 1735 


I writt to you from Naples which | hope you have received. Since 
my return here I have had two from you, the first of the 26 of October, 
the other of the 26 of December. Some of my Letters must have 
miscarried, for in both you|[r] last you require of me instructions upon 


facts that I writt to you as fully as I can do now..... I do not see any 
great hurry you need be in to return Moneys to Mr Wright; att or about 
the time I ordred will answer my occasions..... If I cannot remain 


quiet in the full possession of all my rights, and priviledges of my estate 
every foot and inch of the latter shall go to conserve the former, and of 
that I assured you in some of my former Letters. What you have don in 
regard of Drax I approve, and continue to do the same upon every 
other part of my Estate. What Champney writts you in his Letter is the 
most bold and unjust act I ever heard off, and as such wee must resolve 
to punish it. He that begins well is allmost sure to end so, and to do 
this can only propse one Method, to choose an Atturney of good 
repute, and knowledge, for some there must be that bear that caracter 
both in your Neighbourhood of York, and that of West Rayson. Lett 
the same Atturney have immediate orders to go over to West Rayson, 
examine and see all facts that have happened there, reduce them and 
state them in an easie and impartiall manner so that Lawyer Johnson 
whome I would have you chouse as your Principall, Mr Culceth of 
Grays Inn being dead, may conceive all facts as if he had been upon the 
spot. Thus instructed I think he cannot well err in his advice, nor 
Misguide his Client. | am of opinion it would be very proper that you 
went over to West Rayson att the same time this inspection is makeing, 
but to appear to give yourselfe no concern in it, only to Champney, not 
so much as to the Atturney you imploy. In your discourse promisse 
upon all occasions that it would be much better to avoid all Law and 
disputes; that a suit once commenced, nobody can tell when it may 
end; that I never had any suit in my whole life; and should be glad not 
to begin now, but that my Tennants must be defended in there rights, 
and that no part of my Estate exposed to waist. In short lett your 
manner of discourse and that of Champneys be all tending to peace and 
quietness, tho at the same time in your selfe resolve, and persue any 
fact, that has been or shall be, with all the rigour that Lawyer Johnson’s 
skill can sett in motion. Thers an Old and true saying, Give Roagues and 
Villains rope enough, and they’! hang themselves. If you proceed with 
these directions locked up in your own breast only Alexander Knight 
will fall into the Snare, if half prove true that Champney asserts in his 
to you. Keep your temper, and conceal your resolutions, and he’] 
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continue to tirannize over his fellow Creatures, that are not able to 
defend themselves, and I att this distance supposes not willing, and 
you’l not faile of other opportunities to punish him which he well 
deserves for the good of Mankind, and what ever charge I am att, I shall 
thinke it well disposed off. But if no other does happen which I think is 
highly improbable, do not fail to pursue that with all the rigour 
possible. And this Letter is my finall instruction for so doing. You may 
think it absurd in me to desire you to act Strenuously, and att the same 
time to appear with sentiments of moderation to your Lawyer and 
Atturney, but I conclude whatever orders you give to those Gentlemen 
they are allways for fire and sword, and even meet with difficulty to 
keep with in bound all that you can say to them..... This is all I can 
say to you att this distance, and if I was to writt to you Volumes more 
I must att the end conclude to leave you a discretioning power to act as 
you see most proper, which I here request you to do. I gave my 
directions before to repair the Park Pail as far as you had Materealls to 
do it with; and particularly ordred that the Ditches along the 
Thornylane Close, and Wye Close should bee well made up..... I 
ordred in my last from Naples to kill more Deer, and which way to 
dispose of them..... When you are att West Rayson view all my 
Inclosures there newly made, and lett me know how the Quickwood 
comes on and all the other things belonging to that Estate. I layed out a 
great deal of Money there, and was promissed high improvements, but 
as yet they do not appear. I hope you’! plant this season a great deal of 
timberwood and hedges att Everingham..... Champney .... says that 
the River Anchom is to be cleansed, and scoured, this Spring and that 
he expects I should be att the charge of it. If my Neighbours of the 
other side will agree to the cuting of it straight, I will be att the charge 
of for the advantage of my Estate and Tennants, but to dress it as it has 
been hitherto don, I never did it, nor never shall; they know there 
custom, and must do as they have don. As to Robt Watson he has no 
reason to complain of me, for he cannot pay his money till I come 
home with safety to himselfe..... As to my Servants I shall never 
diswade them from doeing Charity to there ability, but what I do of 
that kind shall follow me from place to place where ever I am. I know 
what is don att the door of other Gentlemens houses when they are 
abroad. My Servants are capable of doing the same. What you do in all 
my affairs will be allways approved of by [me]. 


67 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 55-56) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 8 April 1735 


The weather is still cold, and wett, the spring backwardly, and the 
young wall trees promisses fair being loaden with flowers, yet the rains 
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and frosty mornings is to be feared will kill the greatest part of the 
fruit. Mr Knowlton hired two Gardners from Beverley to cut the 
i Those gardners though[t] fitt to cut down most of the old 
trees to witt pears, plumbs, and cherry, to spring again, being mostly 
worn out; | wish it had been done the year you went from home. The 
Oaks that dyed last year in the Intack are renewed, and more 
underwood sett in the same place; but nothing planted new, because no 
ground could be prepaird after the receipt of yours, and the rain so 
daly, that labourers could not stand it..... The sute commenced 
against your fisherman, and which I was apprehensive would have com 
on last Assis, did not; for the fisherman as I suppose, and have been 
told had trespassed upon Mr Brooks grass, which they were conscious 
off and therefore went to agree with him; but matters were brought so 
far, in order to bring on the tryall, that it will cost a good sum but how 
much I know not..... these broyls will not have an end till you 
return, and will cost you a considerable sum, to stand upon the 
defences, and be prepared against an attack. Lawyer Johnson as I 
insinuated in my last had no ready return for the sume you would have 
put out....upon which I writt to Mr Wright as you direct, and have 
sent him a bill of fifty pounds the 21 of the last month, and have 
desired Thomas Watson, the only surviveing son to Robt Watson of 
Arras, and on[e] John Todd, who are now in there way to London to 
pay to Mr Wright, what ever sum they receive for ther Rabbit Skins, 
which I hope will make up the sum of £500 [which] shall be put out as 
you ordred. I writt to Mr Cookson of Leeds to desire bills for £250 but 
this day have his answer to my second letter, the first he never 
answered, that he is sorry he cannot serve you att present, his receipts 
being now so very large, which he is accustomed to return for the excise 
that he can but just supply them. The same excuse I have had several 
times before, and therefore must apply to others, and returne my quota 
as soon as possible. I have heard nothing from Champney since my last, 
tho I writt to him to come over. Wm Younge is gone off haveing before 
made over his concern to his son, under the direction and tuition of his 
Br[other] David; for a debt as he says none of his own, but it is to be 
feard that he is not free from incombarences in that kind. Wm Hatton 
of Thorpe has given over his farme to his younger son. Robt Mells 
bargain for keeping up the Carr banks being expired, your servant Robt, 
summonced all the Tennants to go with him and view them, in order to 
oblige every one to keep the banks as high and in as good repair as they 
found them; all went with him only Wm Cook who refused but why I 
know not. The West car banks are very much out of repair. Your rents 
com very slowly in, there is not above £140 payed as yet. The mortality 
amongst your Deer is not ceased, there are nigh up[on] 88 head dead; 
John pretends that the number is too great, more then the Park can 
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bear. Mr Knowlton by consent of my Ld Burlington has stocked your 
litle pond in the Intack with fish Viz 18 Carp and 50 brace of pearch. 
Robt has gott 240 Rails more to answer the number of the stoops for 
pailing the Park, which stands in very great need to be done of hand, he 
as allso got 13000 Nails. all things in readyness against your order come 
or rather yourselfe..... 


68 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 45-46) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 14 May 1735 


Yours of the 22d of March I received the 20th of April with an 
inclosed bill. I insinuated in my last, that Lawyer Johnson advised to 
lett that part of the fishery Which Mr Brooks pretends too, but the 
person who has taken it, requires a bond to keep him indemnified as to 
the right of fishing, which I suppose cannot be refusd without giveing 
up your right; and without which he will not take it. He has been 
discharged from fishing there, but does not regard it. Upon the receipt 
of your letter I writt to Mr Champney to gett Mr Ward to draw up the 
Case between you and Alex Knight in an easy and impartiall manner, 
which he has don..... No sooner did Robt and I gett to West Raysen 
than Knight was informed of our arrival, and came the next morning to 
us, and desired that we would view the places, which was don, but to 
litle purpose; For he still remains obstinate in his opinions that he has 
don you no damage, tho some hundred acres were layd under water; 
the cuts are not as yet made up, and that in the Manwray takes the far 
greater part of current. We have not as yet layd the case before Lawyer 
Johnson, for we only got home last week, and this being Rogation 
week*” had not the opportunity to take his advice; but shall go to him 
the next week and in everything follow your directions..... and so to 
lett that affair lye dormant till your returne which is according to your 
direction. Nothing shall be done without Lawyer Johnsons and Lawyer 
Maes advice.-..: : we viewed all your enclosures at West Raysen and 
the Quickwood which, is but scruby, and defective in many places, 
loaden with webs or rather bags of Catterpillars, or some such like 
worms which eats of all the leaves. I told Mr Champney that they were 
to be gathered of and destroyed. The Quickwood between you and 
Middle Raysen promisses well. All the Tennants has drest the Mill bank 
but Wm Young; the management of whose affairs his Br[other] David 
takes into his hands. When Wm Young went off he was £30 in your 
debt for the discharge of which, David offerd to pay seven pound ten 
shillings for four years, but that proposall was rejected, and a bond 
insisted upon for the payment of the whole, when demanded: which 
impowers you to shew indulgence when you please. Sr Tho: San- 
dersons®°® Tennants has not drest there side of the Mill beck. As to the 
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cutting the River Anchora straight, there is no probability that the 
owners of the other side will ever agree to it, there being so many 
concerned in it. Your Tennants and some of [the] Clergy say it must be 
better scoured than it used to be done by them, and hops youll be at 
part charge. Champney read your letter, and the next day I read it to 
him, and particularly about the scouring of that river. Your answer to 
this is desired as soon as may be. Mr Champney continues to make 
suers, for the better defence against floods, of which I suppose he gave 
you an account, and therefore did not take any further notice of them. 
Thomas Young[’s] stable is quite ruinous, and he very importune for 
a[n]other; there is an old barn which I suppose belongs to the farme 
where John Young lived, which I believe the tennant, who succed him 
has no use for: that he would be content with, provided it was 
removed. The Tennant allso upon Holme hill, has no out houseing at 
all, for to put a horse or any beast in when there may be a great 
occasion, and therefore desires that the shephards house may be 
removed thither: I promissed to lett you know as much. There is 
nothing but complaints about there houses, and some not without 
reason, yet no one can be favoured in this, without giving offence to 
the others, so every one must rest quiet till your return which I hope 
will be before the fall of the leaf. I acquainted Mr Knowlton with your 
resolution of planting in the piece of ground which lyes paralel to the 
Intack, but he says there is no thinking of planting there, unless it be 
pailed off, or the Intack pails removed further into the Park; which I 
imagine would be a great disadvantage, to what is planted allready in 
(He Tittacn. .. 


69 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 69) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 26 May 1735 


In my last of the 14th, as I believe, I told you that I had not as then 
taken Lawyer Johnson[’s| advice but has since..... he is not inclined 
to involve you in a suit, and indeed I told him as you directed in your 
Letter; and hope you will send with all speed a letter to the Commis- 
sioners of the Sewers to prevent any further damage. I have writt to Mr 
Mayes and I told him of the bill you sent me upon Mr Smithson®' and 
how you desire it be applyed if Matters fall out as you suspect. I hear 
he is to be att York between this and midsummer, and there I shall wait 
upon him, in order to have his directions in the matters you proposed 
in your last... 


70 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 69-70) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 5 July 1735 


Lawyer Mayes is of the same opinion with Lawyer Johnson as to the 
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commissioners of the Sewers, and concieves the most proper method 
may be to apply to the commissioners of Sewers and to get the Cuts or 
Breaches viewed and presented in order to gett them stoped, and then 
tonbring action. swe: Youll be pleased to hasten your letter to the 
Commissioners of Sewers. Mr Knowlton is against planting any more till 
your returne, only advises to transplant the large Elmes out of the 
Garden into Blackburn Garth, because they stand too thick and warm 
where they are. Ther is no more offerd for Bealby tyth then £24 per 
annum, so Robt will be forced to parcell it out to the respective owners 
if he can, who stand upon a great abaitement, the last year proveing so 
bad. Wm Hatton last year gave up Hayton tyth, but I told him, he 
tooke it of you and must continue it till further Orders. His son, (to 
whom he has given over his farme) renews the same, and declares he 
will goe of the farme, if he cannot be released of the tyth, by which 
they solemnly attest that they have been these two years last past ten 
pounds yearly loosers. and the reason is, because Mrs Cullen has lett 
most of her Lands to the butchers of Pocklington, and others who 
pastures all. Duke Beal is gone off after he given a bill of sale to Richard 
Jackson of Pocklington, who is engagd for the rent. He’s brock in above 
£100 debt, and as its computed his effects will not come to £40. There 
is none that delt with him, either in Merchandise, or in brewing who 
will not be considerable loosers by and tho he is brok partly upon retail 
of ale, yet two more are sett up in his place George Jackson, and Tho: 
Wright. So we are like to have four alehouse[s] ; These two latter will in 
all likelyhood follow Duke Beal, for I look upon them to be litle better 
al present. . 1. Thers scarce a year but some part of the sealing in your 
bed Chamber falls down, and this week an other piece fell, [so] that its 
nothing but patches, so that the whole sealing must be puld down, and 
made a new for its a shame to have it as it is; The bed and Curtains are 
answerable, whether youll have one gott here, or somewhere else must 
be left to your determination. James Cade began to hole the stoops 
about the midle of the last month, and [as] soon as the grass is mowen 
in the Bucher close which will be next week, will begin to pail..... 
Rents came never worse in than now, nor ever did more tennants 
break than at this time. You want yet above £90 of your Michaelmass 
rents, 722% there are great many arrears which I hope will soon be 
discharged according to there promisse. .... 


71 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 142-144) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Rome, 26 August 1735 


This is the last Letter you’l receive from me, dated from this place, 
intending to go of as soon as ever the raines fall, sufficient to abate the 
heat, and dust. I have writt as much to Mr Wright, and given him 
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directions how to forward Letters to me. I now think of my return to 
my Native Country; but att home would have nothing prepared till I 
writt to that purpose. You mentioned in some of your former Letters 
of my takeing some sort of a Gardner which I approve of, and desire 
you’l do as soon as you can find one proper for my use, but have more 
regard to his knowlidge of Nursery and planting, than a fine compleat 
Gardner for the Latter will never be my taiste. Whether you’! Settle him 
in the town, Garden house, or in my own I leave it to your dis- 
eretion,:A\c%% As to my young horses what do not promise to be 
hansome, strong and serviceable dispose on att any rate, for between us 
I never think to be a hunter again. I may have a pleasure to see a good 
horse, or two in my Stable, and that is all I shall pretend. I must make 
roome for some Coach horses for that is the vehicle I shall chiefly use; 
and I do not know a better Method for that end than to sell or give 
away all the young that have not shape for use or saile, and all the Old 
that are probably past producing either. .... As to the Continginces 
upon my Estate I must submitt them intirely to my servants, and if I 
cannot keep up the Old rents of Bealby and Hayton tythes, they must 
fall, for I think more in my hands then needs must be imprudent. As to 
the affairs of Lincolnshire that is of an other nature and must be 
considered in an other light. I have often enquired at West Raysen if 
ther was a Commission of Sewers subsisting, and was answered allways 
ther was none. If there be none, who can I| writt to? If there bee, are 
not my Tennants at hand to lay before that Commission there 
grievances, which they can explain better than I can? The fact as I take 
it, is so unjust, and violent that it speaks, writs, and judges for itselfe. 
Pray see Mr Mayes once more and that as soon as possible, and with my 
humble service desire him to pursue such Methods as he thinks most 
proper. I should deem myselfe acting contrary to my own Interest, if 
that fact past by unpunished. What, Lett the low pastures, and 
Meadows of West Raysen that were allways reckined a feast for the best 
of Oxen, and Sheep, be made into Lakes and Morasses for Ducks and 
Gees to feed and breed in. I have enough of that att Everingham. 
Raillery apart, I would have seriously putt into Mr Mayes hands the 
consideration and just state of the fact, that he may find means to do 
me and my Tennants justice for what is past, and deterr others from 
doing any thing of the like nature for the future. Knight owns himselfe 
to be so great a rascall by cuting the March banks, which you say in 
your Letter he acknowledges of his own accord to be his fact, that I 
think all the Judges, and Courts in our Kingdome must suppose him 
equally guilty of cuting the Monwray. But suppose he cut neither, is 
not he immediately obliged to repair both, when a river takes a Course 
thro my Ground, that have nothing to do with the banks of the March 
and the Monwray. It vexes me and puts me in a passion even in this 
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Climate; and therefore give it up with these few words. That if it is 
possible that Mr Mayes will proceed so that my Tennants and Estate 
may have justice don them, and I| take it incumbent upon me to spare 
no charge to come at that justice. These are my sentiments, if the fact is 
as | judge it by your Letters..... pray Lett Champney know by the 
dates of his payments to Mr Wright he’s been more backward than he 
had occasion to be. But what can he say to lett quickwood planted six 
years in so good ground as West Raysen, and yet no fence. Must I loose 
all the Money layed out for quickwood, and have my Estate att dead 
fence? What was Kingkerby wood purchased for but to inclose that 
Lordship, and to avoid the annual labour to my Tennants in fencing?® ” 
And for that Wood to repay by degrees out of itself the great price that 
was given for it. If the quickwood is so mean, all that wood can do 
hereafter will be to keep going so great a dead fence. I desire my quick 
fencing to be considered with all thy Skill, and knowledge you can 
muster up amongst friends and Neighbours, that I may not leave to 
posterity a Lordship so ill inclosed, with a wood just at hand purchased 
with designe to have inclosed the same with strong, and sufficient quick 
hedges.. .. As to the farme houses building new I shall acquaint you 
with my intentions when I am nigher at hand. As for smaler matters in 
repairing, or removeing order them as you think proper without more 
from me. If my Tennants can do any thing with the River that is of 
service to them in saveing there low grounds, I shall willingly allow 
them for the same when I come home: but I despair of that, since they 
have but half of the River, and the other side will do nothing, which is 
allways the end when two different interests are to operate..... 


72 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 59-60) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 22 August 1735 


Mr Champney was here, with his Martinmass accounts 1734 
ands ios told me there has been a meeting of the Commissioners of 
Sewers who enjoyned Alexander Knight to make up the cuts before the 
first of this instant under the penalty of five pounds, and had appointed 
a second meeting on the fifth of this, but by a letter from him last 
week, says they did not, nor supposes they will before Michael- 
nass.(7), 2 I hope this will be accommodated without a sute; for 
damages you may afterwards come upon him. About fourten days a goe 
you had a great loss of a but of strong bear, the two end hoops of Iron 
breaking lett our all the loquors at once, litle or in a manner nothing 
could be saved. It would have been ripe against your return, being 
brewed in Oct: 1733 when malt was at the cheapest. The Thorney lane, 
and Bucher close stooping, railing and pailing are finished and wye close 
begun; but cannot give account against what time it will be finished. 
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John Hatton has lett Hayton tyth to one of the Inhabitants there for 
thirten pounds, he’ll expect to pay no more, what is to be don in that 
case. Duke Beal appears again, keeps on some smale wares, but no 
drink. George Jackson, has given up his; and Tho: Wright as I supposed 
will soon follow there example, He will be at Michaelmass three halfe 
years in arrears of rents. Robt has marked his goods, and will distrain if 
he does not pay before that term: He has lett most of Bealby tyth to 
the respective owners, and others as he could agree. Sr Carneby 
Haggerston has been this season at Scarbrough and came to york in the 
race week where I went to wait on him, and told him of the sum Sr 
Hugh Smithson owes you,°* and how you would have it accounted for. 
He fell there short of moneys, and on the 17 of this sent his servant 
over with a letter to me, in which was a bill enclosd for sixty pounds, 
desireing to lett him have money for it, which I did, and sent the bill 
that day to Mr Wright, but cannot have yet an answer. I designed asa 
part of the moneys of Robert Watsons Interest. Our Arch Bishop is very 
busy, he has layd an injunction on all his Clergy first to give in the 
names of all Papists, supposed Papists men women, and Children above 
the age of thirten years. 2dly to return the names of all popish Priests 
or suspected to be such, whether constant dwellers, or so journers. 3dly 
If there be any house, or place where Mass is understood to be 
performed, to which there is a resort of Papists on the Lords day, or 
any other time. 4ly If there be any Popish school keept and by whome. 
5. If any Pop: Bishop has given Confirmation, and lastly if any has 
perverted to pop: religion. To these six head, they are to give in there 
answer in writting against or on Michaelmass day under the pain of 
suspension. What the consequence will be, is yet unknowen.°* I do not 
think your french claret can be disposd on, either amongst your 
Neighbouring Gentleman, or any others. numbers be glad to drink it 
gratis, so it must take its chance..... I desird John to give me an 
account of the Deer especially of the male, he has attemptd to do it, 
but cannot take the perfect number, being devided into severall herds 
and shy at present, and therefor do omitt it..... 


73 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 60-61) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 17 October 1735 


I am glad to perceive by yours, that you think to returne to your 
native Country, and I hope you are ere this well advanced to it. I have 
not as yet meet with a Gardner that will answer your designe nor shall I 
be too hasty, there being not much work for him att present, what is 
necessary can be don by day Labourers. Great part of the Elms that 
cam from Scorborough are to be transplanted out of the Garden into 
Blackburn Garth. and in all vacant places shall be sowen Acorns Ash, 
and Sikemoor Chats etc..... You have no young horses fit to puting in 
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order for sale..... I waited on Mr Mayes the first of this instant and he 
says that he would not perswade you to engage in a sute, but if your 
case was his he would commence one against Knight, and will do it as 
soon as he hears what the Commissioners of Sewers, has done or ordred 
concerning the Gims. I sent him before in a letter your sentiments 
verbatim as in yours. But I am here att a stand: for in a formar letter, 
dated from Rome March the 22 you told me to take Mr Johnson for 
principall Lawyer, and your last directed the maniagement of the 
whole affair to Mr Mayes. I never told Mr Mayes that you had given 
such directions about Lawyer Johnson; nor Mr Johnson that we ever 
consulted any other Lawyer; for fear of disgusting either..... 
Whatever related to Mr Champney in your last letter I copeyed out 
word for word and sent him..... I writt to him two posts agoe to 
know what the Commissioners of Sewers who were to meet about 
Michaelmass had don, or ordred to be don in this affair, and as soon as I 
have his answer, shall inform Mr Mayes with the contents..... On the 
5 this instant the Maid gave warning, alledging that she could not live of 
her board wages haveing only five pound teen shillings per annum 
which will not be 2s 1% per week. I am satisfied she cannot wheat being 
5-6 per bushel, and Rye 4-6 per bushel. I think you cannot allow her 
less than 3s per week. Lord Langdale allows his maid 4s per week 
besides the benefit of Cows, Mr Crathorne®* the same. your answer to 
this is desired before the 5th of January next being the term..... On 
the 6th of this I got bills for 315 which with the £60 payd in Augt 
makes up my whole share for this term. the sealing in your bed 
chamber is drawen new. what I writt about the bed stead and Curtains 
was in reference to yourselfe, for they shall serve me, to your 
POLUT Een 3 Rents comes very slowly in; not haveing received as yet 
above £150 besides what Robt has received from the Tennants of 
Everingham..... 


74 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 62-63) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 28 December 1735 


you should have heard from me sooner had I not wated Champneys 
comeing here that I might give you a more fully accont of your affairs 
in Lincolnshire. For I had a letter from him the 8th of Dec: bearing the 
date of the 30 of Nov wherein he says that Mr Bowchret (who I 
suppose is the Lawyer he applys too) ordred the Commissioners to 
meet at West Raison the 25 of the last, as they did, where Knight was 
Ordred to make up both Gimes against the 10th of this; and in default 
they would fine him at Kerton sessions, to which day there Court was 
adjournd to witt the 13 of this present instant, after which day he 
promissed to come over. but is not come as yet, and therefore would 
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defer no longer to give you what account I can of your affairs. Last 
week | had a letter from Mr Mayes, and after an enquiry about what the 
Commissioners of Sewers had determined about West Raisen He goes 
on thus: I shewed Sr H: Smithson his note to Sr Mar: Constable, who 
sayd he would readily pay the money due, but that Sr Marmaduke must 
be mistaken in computeing a Zachin®® at one pound sterling, for that 
he believed according to the exchange it did not amount to above ten 
shillings and three pence or there abouts, at which raite you see, halfe 
of the demand, or near hand is cut off. He desired me to acquaint Sr 
Mar: herewith, and desire him to informe himselfe of the value of a 
Zachin, and he would readily pay the money due to me, when im- 
powered by you to receive the same..... The deer begins allready to 
day, the season is very weet, and if there should come a Sharpe Storme 
John is of opinion that you'll loose as many as you did last year: He 
computs the number to be about 400..... The North Carr is in bright 
water, which overflows the banks in many places; and hinders the water 
from goeing of the East Carr; tho none flows over the banks in it, but 
what is there falls from heaven, or returns by the fox. All the trees that 
came from Scorbrough, are transplanted out of the Garden into black- 
burmgarthicawia 


75 (DDEV/60/86 f. 63) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 9 January 1736 


....Champney .... is neither com nor has writt .... from which I 
suppose the Commissioners of Sewers did not meet according to ap- 
pointment. but I would not have given you the trouble of this unless Mr 
Southcot had obliged me to it and charged me to lett you know that he 
desires to make the visitation att Lambspring for him, and tells me take 
such measures that I may be att liberty to do him that piece of service 
against the month of May or there abouts, yet with all due deference to 
the occasion you have for me. I have writt to him by this post to be 
excused, and hope you will second me in that. For I declare that it is 
much contrary to my inclinations for severall reasons, but if he think fit 
to command, tho my reloctance be great, yet I must obey; and 
therefore beg of you to writt to him att Cambray as soon as this comes 
to your hands. 


76 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 63-64) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 2 March 1736 


or Your Deer dyes apace..... Your Rents come very slowly in. 
Francis Gill Tho: Wright, George Jackson, Ellen Tate, have not yet 
payd any thing, Wm Cook wants part of his; John Hatton for Hayton 
tyth, The township of Bealby for part of the tyth. Elias delenoy is £10 
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in arrear of his rent. Francis Gill has been ill ever since Autamn not able 
to rise out of his bed, til alate; but its thought he will be lame. Mr 
Champney was here yesterday, and tells me that the Commissioners of 
Sewers have compelled Alex: Knight to make up the two Gimes, which 
he has don but before he did it, your tennants suffered more 
damage. .... Upon your resolution for sueing for damages, and 
makeing the authour of the fact an example to posterity, I writt to Mr 
Champney to make all possible enquiry after the Person who cut the 
Gimes, and upon promisseing five pounds as a reward to any person 
that would make the discovery one Wm Hinds of Toft Newton deposed 
before David Field Esqr that he and Wm Samson, and Wm Spenser both 
of West Raisen did cut the bank in the year 1732 by Mr Alexander 
Knights order. and further more sayeth that about Michaelmass 1734 
he saw Wm Samson and Tho: Hanson of West Raisen cut a bank called 
by the name of Mawn Wray bank and lett the water out of the beck. 
This Deponent further sayeth that in 1734 he saw Wm Samson servant 
to Mr Knight cuting of the beck bank on the east side of the Clow 
where the water now runs at this time; so far this deponent. Samson 
denys that he cut the bank through, but knows who did it, whereupon 
Champney went to gett a Warrant to take him up. but the Justice 
would not grant him one, for certain reasons which he would keep to 
himselfe. ' think he sayd he applyed to another, but gott the same 
answer; There is none that espouses your cause amongst all the Com- 
missioners of Sewers but Mr Bowchrett, who now Is at London, and 
advises Champney not to commence the sute in law against Mr Knight 
till affairs be more setled, and the Clark of the Sewers sayeth the affair 
will not be setled till he be at home again. Champney brought his May 
day account 1735 with him, he does not make above halfe of the field 
land as he did the year before alledgeing that he cannot gett Joyners and 
therefore will lett as many as possibly he can, and advises to buy such a 
number of sheep as will fully stock the field to which your answer is 
desired. This may turn to profit, but no one can be certain whether it 
will or not; because sheep are much sattled in there price. I perceive by 
his accounts that he has paid to Mr Wright in that halfe year 
£335:13s:10d which is £85:13:10d above his half years quota; and is to 
be added, or att least considered in the balance of his accounts. I 
suppose he has done it on the meanness of his house, least it should be 
brock into; and on my refuseing to receive any more from him without 
speciall order. ..273 


77 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 65-66) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 10 May 1736 


The season continues still cold, and frosty which does considerable 
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damage to fruit and other young trees. On the 6 the frost was so intense 
that the ise was thicker than a crown piece, and is now so cold that | 
writt this by the fire side..... You have a great stock of young horses; 
and to dispose of them without putting them into order, would be to 
throw them away: since you have been att the charges to put your 
mares to the best horses, and if sent now into a market will give no 
more than such [as] are breed out of plough mares, and got by the like 
homses:. o=.. John gives mee the following account of the Deer. 12 brace 
of Male deer dead this winter, of which number there were 9 brace full 
bucks. 6 brace of Old dooes are dead, and the very most of the Fawns 
of the two last summers are dead; so that he conjectoures 40 or 50 
brace have dyed this winter; and yet after this destruction he says the 
Park cannot bear the number of Deer and Horses. Robt Watson sent me 
word that Weighton tyth is to be sold, and will be soon, as he supposes, 
there being severall bidders for it. This I insinuate, because I am 
informed you have a minde to redeem them again and has the best title 
to them, but being an affair so considerable, who dar engage in it.°7 I 
had a Letter on the 22 of the last month from Mr Champney ..... He 
compleans of the Tenants slowness in paying there rents and that he 
had not received then, any of the Martinmass rents, which should be 
paid before May day, and that Wm Marshell the tennant on Holme Hill 
is part in arreare for his May Day rent 1735 as allso Edward Bowcock; 
In fine concluds that Mr Bowsherett is not yet returned from London; 
and that they are to have a Court of Sewers held to order how the 
charges are to be raised: and wishes there was some person who 
unders|[t]ands that matter to espouse there cause at that time but 
names no time. All the bricks made two years agoe, being either used or 
sold some at 12 some at 13 shillings per thousand thers only remaining 
aboute 15000. Robt Mell has last winter cast up clay for 40000 more 
that in case you prosecute the designe you had of a kitching garden you 
may have materiall ready, or they may be sold to advantage. Ten days 
agoe I advised Mr Wright that one Mr Fisher of York a furrier to whom 
Tho: Watson sold his Rabbets would pay him £250 for your use; and I 
hope its payd before this day. The Furrier receives his moneys here or 
where he shall appoint upon delivery of Mr Wrights bills..... Your 
Rents come slowly in, what Robt has as yet received of Everingham 
rents I know not; but of the other Tennants there is no more than 
105-0-00 payed as yet; so if there was nothing in bank, I could not have 
returned your £250 as soon as you might have expected..... 


78 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 66-67) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 1 July 1736 


eae I desired Chamney to give me a short account what he would 
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have me to insinuate to you in relation to there affairs in Lincolnshire 
in writting, and he gave me as follows in his own words. We have had 
severall commissions aboute West Raisen beck, and Mr Knight is Caused 
to make up both the Gimes he had cut. We petitioned to the Com- 
missioners to have a tunnel six inches square laid into the beck in our 
own ground to send water to our pastures, but that was opposed by one 
Mr Coals of Normanby, who is one of Mr Knights friends; so the 
Commissioners sayd they could not lett us have it. Mr Knight 
petitioned to have the dick made wider and deeper from Moneray to 
Palfrea bridge which was granted; so we have leave to turn the water 
out till Lammas, in that time we are to get it dresst, so we must shift 
this year as well as we can. But I hope your honour will be at home 
before an other summer, and have time to talk with your neighbour 
Gentlemen who will not refuse you so much as us Tennants. Mr 
Bowchereth has been our particular friend, which I hope you’! take 
notice of. As long as Mr Knight farmes the parsonage we shall never be 
easy, I wish your Honour wood farme it. So far under his hand. He told 
me by word of mouth, that he thought Mr Bowchereth seemed rather 
to cool in the affair, being the only person who espouses your cause, 
not able [to] stand out against so great force, who all reside with Mr 
Knight tho his procedings so notorious, and even that Mr Geo: Markam 
did you no service but rather the contrary: so the whole County seems 
to stand against you, that to enter into a sute in law, before you by 
your presence can convict those that uphold, and defend Knight, would 
be the ready way to loose it: and Champney advises not to do it till 
your return, who should best know the state of affairs; and indeed how 
to proceed I am att a stand and perplexd, because in some of your 
formar letters you ordred Mr Johnson to [be] the Chief lawyer; and in 
some others referrs your affairs to Mr Mayes, soo much | insinuated to 
you before, and desired to know your will further as to this particular 
but to no effect: your last to me being of the 26 of August 1735. Your 
Tennants in Lincolnshire suffered more damage by Al: Knights delay of 
makeing up the Gimes according to the Commissioners orders, for 
which contempt he was fined £20. But found friends to gett the halfe 
released: and perhaps the whole..... There is no possibility of letting 
Bealby tyth to any one or two persons, so Robt will lett what he can to 
the respective owners, as he has done some years before. Wm Hatton 
will not stand to Hayton tyth..... Your rents comes yet very slowly 


79 (DDEV/60/86 f. 68) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 13 September 1736 


It is now above a year since I had the favour of a line from you 
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which seem to confirme the common notion that people have of your 
return who say Never, Never. You may justly imagine that this is no 
small disencouragement to those you have entrusted your affairs too, 
and to deny them your directions in weight|y] matters proposed to 
you, especially about West Raisen of which I cannot give you any 
further account, than I gave you in my last haveing not heard from 
Champney since he was here towit the 7th of June..... That part of 
the house you lett James Cade for a shop is fallen down, and the timber 
so bad, that it cannot be put to the same use again: so will let it be till 
your return, since the other part of the house is sufficiant for the 
family that dwells in it. the back part allso of your malt kill[n] , being 
only latted and plastred was brock in a great many places and these 
very large, and considerable ones that it was judged as expensive to 
make it up as before, and to brick it about two yeards high, and [the] 
latter course was taken, as being more lasting. Your tennants have made 
the west Carr banks both higher and stronger than before to defend the 
Carr from floods, and a new Clow set down over against Seaten, the 
other being of no service; which as hoped, will do much good to lett off 
and keep out water. The horses being every winter keept in the fog 
Closes, and fed there with hay, Robt is of opinion that they are much 
prejudiced for want of shelter in cold and stormy weather; and would 
be much better for them if suffred to be wintered in the Park. John 
cryes out the Park is too litle for the Deer alone; but he ought to 
consider your profit and not altogither his own. Be pleased to decide 
the contest; and doubtless youll pass sentence in favour of that creature 
you have most value for. I am often put to the necessity of makeing use 
of that sentence. Omne regnum in divisum desolabitur,°® not only in 
this but in many other cases..... None of the arrears of rents | 
mentioned in my last are discharged only £10 for the Carr Close 
Pent r6 Wm Oliver of Thope is dead, his widow does as yet continue 
the farme, her father being come to her assistance, who has the 
character of a very good manager; and if he seems that he can buckle 
with it will continue it. Those Tennants in Everingham must be 
distreined on if in eight days time they do not pay there rents; and if 
they do its to be feared they cannot stand longe; Robt has lett 
Beal[b]y tyth by parcells to the value of £28-10-00 besides some hay 
brought home which could not be lett, yet lett in other years for 2-3-0, 
in all 30-13-00. .... 


80 (DDEV/60/86 f. 71) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 20 October 1736 


Yesterday meeting with Mr Brigham att Pocklington he told me to 
acquaint you the sooner the better that the Lordshipe of Harswell is or 
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would be soon sett to sale; but could not tell me at what rate, but knew 
for certain it is to be disposed off. Mr Robert Watson paid the 125 as 
usually, att the terme agreed upon between you and him, but not att all 
satisfied with the payment of the £25 since he has these four years last 
past, given notice to pay in £500. but his son seemed to be far more 
dissatisied:s), 4! I had a letter from Mr Champney bearing the date of 
the 28th of Septr wherin he says, that the affaires with Mr Knight are 
not ended, nor can they satle the charges as the Clark of the sewers tells 
him till Mr Bushwrit returne from London who is one of the Commis- 
sioners. Knight has stopped the water that used to go out of the field 
into the March, so we must drain that water through the little Close to 
the Oxpasture. so far Champney, who promissed to be here as soon as 
his wife was brought to bed, and recovered; but she dyeing in child bed 
has prevented his coming as I have by a letter from him this day; 
wherein he repeates what he has sayd in his formar letter concerning 
the Commissioners of sewers; and desires that Robert may go over, and 
take in his Martinmass accounts 1735; being left with six small 
Children; and he himselfe complain[in] g of his ill state of health..... 


81 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 144-145) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Marseilles, 6 December 1736 


I have this post remitted to me from Paris five of your Letters dated 
in the manner following October 17: 1735; May the 10th; July the Ist; 
Sep: 13 and Oct: 20th 1736. for yours of March 17: 1735/6 I received 
in Italy. Why that Letter and not the former must have been a mistake 
of Mr Wright. Its impossible that I can give an answer to them all by 
this post so extensive as you may expect, as it was for me to answer 
Letters that I had neiver received. In some few posts I shall writt to you 
again, if | omitt in this any thing that occurs to me materiall. As for the 
affiare in Lincolnshire by some of your former Letters I thought it had 
been quiet, but if revived it must be attended with care, and my Estate 
defended with all the vigour possible. .... This way proceede, and I 
shall be content lett the Isue bee what it will, tho all the Neighbour- 
hood, and Country be against me, I will do myselfe justice. As [to] 
what Champney proposes [about] taking the Parsonage I agree with 
him and woud do it att a reasonable take. I never designed to do any 
thing to the prejudice of that, but on the contrary offerred to advance 
it before I came from home, but since that was not accepted of, I will 
not be tyed down to see my Estate lye Waiste without endeavouring to 
improve the same the best way Il can: .... I shall ad no more att 
present in regard to West Raysen, only that | wonder that Champney 
letts the Tennants run so much in arrear as you mention in one of your 
Letters; and that the fences for which I was att so great an expence are 
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not now sufficient to defend themselves. .... I never proposed keeping 
so great a Stock of Deer as 400 head, but at most towards 300..... As 
to my young horses [keep] few, and those of the most promissing. ... . 
Lett no dispute of servants hinder my interest going on. John is to 
submitt to whatsoever Robt orders him by your direction, or pack of. 
As to the servant Maide pay her what is reasonable, if not then content, 
gett an other. Robt Watson has no reason to complain. Woud he pay in 
his Money with out a proper discharge. When I come nigher home | 
shall be ready to receive the whole or the three five hundreds he 
thought to have pd me these three last years... .. 


82 (DDEV/60/86 f. 72) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 29 November 1736 


Kee Robt has ordred clay to be cast up to make 80000 brick, that 
in case you do not stand need of them to make the kitchen Garden 
walls as sett out, you may dispose of them to advantage viz: 13 sh per 
1000, where as they lye you in not much above 8s per 1000. John 
Turner desires bricks to wall that Cottage that Robt Johns lived in, and 
he will be att the charge of lime and workmanshipe himselfe; I think his 
request must not be rejected, and may be an enducement for others to 
do the same. that cottage is ruinous enough and wants repaireing, none 
haveing lived in it this three or four years, John Turner takeing it with a 
view to sattle his wifes Nephew in it, but then uncapable of manageeing 
it, but now has entered upon it..... 


83 (DDEV/56/30 f. 145) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Marseilles, 9 January 1737 


Since mine which was dated from hence the beginning of the last 
Month, I have received yours of the 29th of November..... Now I 
approach home, I think it woud be proper for you and Champney to 
run over a cursitory account with Mr Wright and after you have done so 
to send me over a copy of the same, that I may see exactly what 
moneys you have both paid into his hands since I came abroad, and 
whether that agrees with what he has transmitted to me from time to 
time. I think you put me in minde in some of your Letters that I was 
run out extreamly in table and house linnen, and that I must provide 
myselfe ere my return for there was nothing left. If anything be 
wanting lett me know it, for I begin to think of Everingham tho still at 
this great distance. A post Chaire and a few days woud bring me in the 
reach of a four penny Letter. .... 
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84 (DDEV/56/30 f. 146) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Marseilles, 11 January 1737 


My last was the 9th two posts agoe, but as I have not therein 
mentioned so fully some few occurrences, and that I am so much in 
arrear of Letters to you I give you this in full of payment..... What 
Moneys you can spare out of the ballance sent me I desire you’l return 
to Mr Wright as soon as you can with proper conveniency, and I shall 
writt to him to dispose of the same in some of the publick funds as he 
shall judge best. You must remember to distinguish that sum from that 
you send to him for my expences, and then he will know how to act, 
by what I writt to him this post. I have often enquired in former 
Letters about the two enclosures of the Carr. Whether the ground 
improves, whether you have planted quickwood or trees about them in 
proper places, whether either or both thrive, or not. Whether you have 
sett any quickwood since I came from home, and how that thrives that 
was planted in my time. That beyond the Park now I hope serves 
itselfe. What houses you have repaired, or built anew; that is more to 
the purpose than burning brick and selling of them afterwards tho with 
profit. How the Quickwood and inclosures made in Lincolnshire turn 
out, for those I expended no small sum. Its hard, and will be thought 
particular that an Estate so much underlett as that was in the opinion 
of all that know it, should not come on better. I never was in arrear 
before, as now you mention..... 


85 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 72-73) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 12 January 1737 


I perceive by the account you give of five of my letters coming 
togither that mine of the 28th of Dec: 1735 as allso that of the 9th of 
Jan: following have miscarried..... As to the affairs in Lincolnshire, 
no sute I suppose can be commensed till the Commissioners of Sewers 
has given in there vardict, and satled there charges, which the steward 
of the Commissioners says, will not be done till Mr Bushwritt return 
from London. The Contents of your Letters relaiting to this affair, I 
either shewed them my selfe, or sent Robt with them; and he plainly 
told me that as soon as he had the result of what the Commissioners 
had don he would Commence the sute as I formarly insinuated unto 
you, but that yet depending, all othere processes lye dormant. 
Champney came he here the 6th of this, just when I was going to York 
by Mr Farnworths order, so that I had little or no discours with 
Rimi ae Yet told me that Knight would work his own ruine by 
contemneing the Orders of the Commissioners of Sewers, which is to 
the same purpose which you said in one of yours: give a rogue rope 
enough etc. but advised by no means to enter into sute till your return, 
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which I hope will not be long. He ought to be the best judge in that 
case, as being on the spott; and knows best the bent of peoples 
Co ae Lawyer Johnson when that inundation first hapned was 
consulted, and had his fee; but diswaided from ingageing in sute, and 
that he could not attend Lincoln Lent sisses that year. But lett others 
opinion be what it will, your orders must be followed... .. Just before 
Christmass Wm Clark who was admittd Tennant in John Bells farm, 
dyed; which is yet unlett. 


86 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 73-74) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 30 January 1737 


Yours of the 9th, I received the 15th of this, and that of the 11th I 
had the 16th, both of which I would have answred ere this, if I had not 
been much out of order, and still am, but hope by the help of medicine 
to be restored to my health. The times are very sickly, and many dyes. 
George Harrison dyed yesterday, and Robt Oxtaby two days before. 
Your servant Robt, Ralph Rishton, and Robt Bell are in a dangerous 
way, tho I hope the first will recover, haveing both strenth and youth in 
his side. His illness was partly contracted by a cold which he gott in 
going to York to gett bills for £500 which he did, and were enclosed to 
Mr Wright and put into the Post att Pocklington by John this evening 
with advice how to dispose of that sum, as you directed; and partly by 
the fall of a horse. As to your first hogshead of wine, Robt not longe 
agoe decanted a botle, and carried a pint of it to York, and Mr Lawsons 
wine Cooper sayd it would pass for port, and be no worse, nor any 
better by mixing with other wine. As to the other two hogshead, all 
that I can say [is] they were botled off when clear..... as for giveing 
it otherwisse away I shall not pretend to it, as it has been so long keept, 
so lett it be till your return. As to the accounts I hope there neither 
can, nor will be any difference between Mr Wright Mr Champney and 
myselfe; since Mr Wrights acquittances to Mr Champney, and his letters 
of acknowledgement, do perfectly agree with the rentalls..... As to 
your want of linnen as well for table as house its great, and must of 
necessity be supplyed: the curtains in your own bed chamber are good 
for nothing, even scandelous. Mr Draper is alive, and as great a sports- 
man as ever, tho seldome to be seen here, being intirely at Mr 
Thompsons of Mastons beck®? with servant, horse and hounds to hunt 
where ever that Gentleman pleases in consideration whereoff he has 
from him £200 per annum; His huntsman and boy has scarlet liverys, 
tho he himselfe sticks to the old dress. I have writt to Mr Mayes last 
week to lett him know what confidence you placed in him. ... . I shall 
if able waite upon him and know more of his minde as to the affairs of 
Lincolnshire. He has seen all the papers relateing to the damages done 
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by the floods there, except the last which Mr Champney gave an 
account in his note, and which you had in mine of the 12th of Jan. 
built at Everingham a new farme house with a new barn and stable 
where Oxtabys house formarly stood. I think James Richardson the 
Bricklayer has not placed it well; another New house built where 
Jonathon Hare house stood; bricked round Emmerson house in which 
John Catton and his family lives, and Daniel Decows house re- 


87 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 74-75) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 28 March 1737 


dame Our troubles about Drax fishery are revived. Tho: Sowers Esqr 
of Leeds, and Mr Gatesforth have dischar[g]ed the fisherman to draw 
upon there shore; and would have him to rent that part of the fishery 
of them. All this is oweing to a very groundless, but common notion 
that you are either dead, or would never return. The fisherman was here 
yesterday with this unwellcome news, whome I tolld to go on, and he 
should be vindicated; because you said in one of your former letters 
you would loose the whole estate, before you parted with the least of 
your right. Mr Mayes has longe promissed to be at York to consult (as 
he writts to me) with Lawer Johnson concerning West Raisen affairs, 
but has been hindered partly by a cold, and partly by the gout which 
followed upon it; when he coms I shall carry the writtings relaiteing to 
Drax fishery to him. For I know that Lawer Johnson compairs your 
right of fishing to a common right, to which the owners of the shore, 
are entituled as well as the Lord of the manour, and advised a friendly 
agreement, as sweep for sweep, but that I would not assent to, because 
it would be to give away your right, so Mrs Horsefields tennant (for I 
think they call her so) has enjoyed that part of [the] fishery near, or 
aboute six years, and like to be so, till your returne, which alone can 
put an end to these proceedings..... Thorny Lane is throwen in to 
your hands this Lady Day, Noe prospect of letting it, much run out, 
and must be ploughed before it can be brought into condition, too late 
this season to do it. The young man who married John Wrights widdow 
haveing a very indifferent character, and being of an idle temper was 
not admitted to be your tennant, most of his neighbours apprehending 
that he would soon make an end of all, and his wife be throwen upon 
the town, They are settled at Santon. The house outwardly appears 
good enough, but inwardly it is very mean, the floor being two foot 
within ground, must of necessity be raised, and consequently the wall 
[too] to make it tolorable for any one to live in; and this must be the 
only time to do it, while it is empty; the land is lett to two of your 
Tennant|[s|: and Robt begs that you will shew the favour as to lett him 
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have the house being resolved to marry the maid, that he may have a 
place to put sheep into, he is not yet recovered of his fall, nor does not 
by this humble petition abandon your service if you be pleased to 
continue him; and I think you cannot well refuse him that favour, 
because I am certain he has been a faithfull servant to you. Widow 
Clark is for marrying one of Bealby supposed to be worth £100, and 
reckoned a good husbandman, if this be true, there can be no objection 
against him. 2/22 Robt has lett Bealby tythes to Wm Wright and his son 
of Seaton for 3 years att £30 per annum. the reason of letting it for 
three years is, because there is difference amongst the fields and this 
year falls out to be the best..... According to your orders I sent up to 
Mr Wright an account of the particular sums sent to him since you went 
from home, and his answer I had the 4 of this by a Letter: I was 
favoured with yours last post with an abstract of your returns for Sr 
Mar: Constables account amounting to five thousand three hundred 
pounds, which I have examined, and finde very right. I writt to Mr 
Champney to do the same, but have not received the account he had 
from Mr Wright, which you shall have as soon as it comes to me. Its 
true I returned £135, but when that is deducted from the £5300 
there will still be £1040 [more] than I was to return, but shall as 
soon as possible return to Mr Wright £210 which with the £40 
before, will make up my share for this terme; which I hope will bee 
the last payment you will demand; so there is £1000 over..... 


88 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 75-76) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 12 May 1737 


acre AF I likewiss told you that Bealby tyth was lett to two at Seation 
the one the Father the other the son, but they disagreeing the Father 
desires to be released, being unwilling to interfer with his son; nor is 
Robt willing to accept of the one without the other, as not being 
substantiall enough, to answer seperately for that sum. what is to be 
don in this case for the best I know not; He is not yet recovered of his 
fall, Doctor Salkeld came here to him at the first. after that he was ten 
days at York under Doctor Winteringhms directions,’° and since that 
twice with Doctor Johnson senior. He cannot do much business at 
present, nor stir out but in fair and warm weather. I doubt it will be his 
death, at least very much shorten his days. I inclosed a scrawl in my last 
to you to signifie that this is the year of our meeting at Douey, to know 
whether it be agreeable to your will that I go or not, being unwilling to 
offend against it, this I repeat again, that if it be contrary your 
minde, I may alledge it for the reason of my abscence; and if you are 
not pleased to writt, I may suppose you will be against my goeing since 
Robt is in so bad state of health. The two Gentlemen I took notice of 
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in my last has as I hear made Nets in order to fish as soon as the season 
answers; if they presume to do it I shall acquaint Mr Mayes with [it], 
and leave the management to your two Lawyers. Wrights house is stript, 
for the spars rotten and slats broken nor are the walls much to be 
depended upon. but it must be left to the bricklayers honesty. .... 


89 (DDEV/60/86 f. 76) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 6 June 1737 


Our spring continues yet cold, in so much that I am like to trimble 
when I writt this. The bricklayer thought it necessary to take down the 
walls of Wrights house, not being to be relyed upon, and so weak, that 
any one might have throwen them over at the first, or second push. the 
walls are allmost half up, and the timner preparing as fast as possible to 
have the house finished before autumn. John Hotham your Tennant for 
Stortwheat tyth is dead, and that tyth togither with Bealby tyth is lett 
to Tho: Newton for this year only for £48 that at your return you may 
lett it to whome you please. so by this last bargin the tyths are 
advanced six pounds. Francis Gill is allso dead, and his Cottage lett to 
Tom: Dean Junior. Robt by Doctor Johnsons advice is gone to Buxton 
Spaw, being much afflected with the Sciatica, or rheumatick pains, how 
long he stays there I know not; the pain in his breast is some what 
abaited, but still continues to take some Physick or other dayly and 
great change in so strong and healthfull a man. I told you in my last 
that Mr Sawer of Leeds has made netts in order to fish; and has actully 
done it and taken fish upon which Robt went to Lawyer Johnson, to 
consult him, but gott no further answer but that he would writt to Mr 
Sawer to know whether it was don by his order or not; to which he 
answers the Lawyer as follows. 

Dear Sr, I thank you for the favour of yours etc. as in the Letter to 
Lawyer Johnson. by which last clause he seems to be for compounding 
your right. I expect according to promise that Mr Mayes will either this 
or the next week come to York, when he does, I shall have his opinion 
in this affair, and acquaint you with it. This is my first Letter to you 
since I had the honor of any from you either in regard to your own 
affairs, or my going to Douey; But I may reasonably suppose you will 
be against my going there especially since Robt is abroad, his return 
uncertain, and so infirm of body, and therefore shall lay all such 
thoughts aside unless I have your assent, for which I shall wait till near 
the end of this month and then deput some other to appear for me. I 
was in hopes that you would have been at London at least ere this..... 


90 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 76-77) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 5 August 1737 


Anite Mr Champney writts to me of Lincolnshire. .... The Water 
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mill wants a great many repairs, a new gray stone, a new roof, and two 
new staples. The water wheel race, and the out race mending, so that he 
computes the whole will stand to £15 if done as it should. but proposes 
to buy an old stone for a bed, and lay out of as litle as possible till you 
come nearer hand. To this he adds that he has keept 12 or 13 acres of 
furrs these 9 years past on the ground expecting you would want them 
to burn brick, which as he says has been a great damage to him, and 
cannot keep the ground any longer in that way; and therefore desires 
leave to stub up the furrs, and plough the ground in order the better to 
pay his renter << a Robert went the 25th of the last month the second 
time to Buxton by the doctors advice, and will stay there three weeks 
at least, or a Month. The walls of John Wrights house are up, and the 
timber reard, but the house will be both larger and higher than what I 
consented to, or did expect, being sufficient for a farmer of £100 per 
annum. It will indeed be a proper and convenient house for an Inn; and 
that perhaps may be Robts designe for both he and his wife, are very 
close. you had an Ox that in a sudden dropt dead in the Park by 
drinking of supposed muddy water, for there was none left in the 
ponds, nor could we gett any, Shipton people stoping the currant to 
overflow there Ings; and when liberty was given to bring the water into 
the Bucher Ings pond, the dams were cut down by night, so that John 
was four days, and great part of the nights, before he could get 
sufficient water into it. Its believed that Wheat and Rye will be 
plentifull if the season favour....yet not in such a quantity as to 
hinder reaping and leading corn; all hands especially in this place being 
at work for pulling there hemp, and reaping corn, but the hemp must 
have the precedance.’’ Its thought that the Barley, Oates peas and 
beans will be at a high price, the growth of all these being very 
GROG «: 3 20 Elias Delenoys son was twice here to desire wood to repair 
his house, upon which Robet and James Cade went to vieu it, and left 
orders how it might be propt, at present, to secure it to the next spring; 
for the roof must be taken down, and allso some part of [the] walls: 
the year being too far spent to beginn with it. it was thought necessary 
to lett it be, till the next Spring against which I hope you'll be at 
Homes + ie 


91 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 78-79) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 9 September 1737 


ana’ Some of your Tennants of Everingham are very backward in 
paying there rents. I have often spock about it to Robt, [h] is answer is, 
that there is no fear of your looseing any thing by your tennants of this 
place: but I am not alltogither of his opinion. . . . All other tenants have 
payd and some very shortly too: The rent I speak off was due Michael- 
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mass 1736, so if they do not discharge there arrears before Michaelmass 
next, they will be three half years in arrears, excepting Wm Cook who 
has paid halfe of his... .. severall of your Paris trees were blasted this 
summer especially the plumb trees in the intack border, and destroyd 
the fruit but I hope the trees will recover. but much wood must be cut 
out of them which is perfectly dead. very few pears this year and as few 
aples in the garden, none in the orchard but what has been stolen. In 
one night there was a pear tree pillaged in the Garden of a good 
quantity of pears, I suspect the bricklay[er]s, whome I have seen come 
over the Park stile in the dusk, and between four and five in the 
morning by the orchard; upon which I discharged them from lye[ing] 
any longer in the Garrat, where Robt gave them leave to lye..... 


92 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 146-147) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS 27 September 1737 


Since I have writt one time to you, I have had five of your Letters, 
but most of them altogither, this is the inconveniency of us travellers, 
who are allmost allways in motion, that letters cannot come to us 
regularly. Just now I have your sixth Letter dated the 5th of August, 
which follows one of the 6th of June. I am sorry for Roberts long 
illness, and desire that all care be taken of him possible. | will defray all 
charge he has been att, or is necessary for the future to restore his 
health. I should have been extreamly pleased that you should have 
attended your domestick affairs this summer. Change of air is a certain 
remedy for the Extermitting, of which you complain of in one of your 
Letters, and the pleasure you would have had in meeting your old 
acquantance|s|, would perhaps [have] been more effectuall, then the 
bark but as Roberts continued illness might have prevented him takeing 
a necessary care of my litle affairs att home, you’l excuse me that I did 
not writt to press you to undertake that journey..... As to the 
repairing or rebuilding of farme houses either in Lincolnshire, or York- 
shire I leave it intirely to your disposition to judge what is necessary. 
My servant will not represent to you to be att a charge that is not 
convenient. What you build or repair let my servant take care that it be 
well executed, and it will be to my satisfaction when I return home. As 
Robert is married he may plant himselfe in the Dairy end of my house, 
more convenient I think for him, than Wrights house to keep an Jane. If 
the house when finished is proper for that use, lett him find some other 
family for that imployment. I shall find when necessary a better for 
be I must desire you as soon as possible an exact Catalogue of all 
my Latin and French books, and greek if ther be any in my Library. 
You must explain the place they were printed att, the printers name, 
and the year of our Lord, each book was printed in... .. When finished 
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I desire you'll send it up to Mr Wright, desireing him to remitt it to Mr 
Waters’* att Paris who will foreward the same to me. Hops and barley 
are att a great price with you but hope they may be more moderate 
before I have occasion for either. I shall send you over a fresh provision 
of wine before I leave this Country not doubting but what I sent before 
is still :good.-.-:2;. Plant Quickwood, and forrest trees in as great 
quantity as your Nurserys will advance you, and my return will be 
agreeable to me@::..\. 


93 (DDEV/60/86 f. 79) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 24 September 1737 


As | thought it my duty to lett you know where Robt was for the 
benefit of his health, so I judge it no less incumbent upon me, to 
acquaint you with his return which was the day after my letter was put 
into the post. He went indeed to Buxton, But the Physicians there 
advised him to go to Bath, which might prove more beneficiall to him 
then the waters he had allready tryed att Buxton, but not to much 
effect: and therefore more willingly embraced there advice; nor can I 
blame him for seeking remedy, where men of skill judge he might find 
it, health being so precious that a man is willing to give all that he has 
for its recovery and preservation. If there be a fault his wife is to be 
taxed with it to whome he writt to acquaint me with it, but did not; as 
if she could immagine that I either would or could be against any thing 
that might contribute to his better state of health: and since he would 
have been as long at Buxton, as he was at Bath (excepting perhaps the 
lenth of the journey), there cannot be much in it, since you suffered no 
damage by his absence the hay being all gott before he went from 
home; and he on the contrary both hopeing and expecting by that 
expediant to gain more strenth to go through your business, as I 
consider he will in time. He now drinks asses milk. 

te Of the arrears of rents mentioned in my last Letter John Bell, 
John Smart, and wid: Harrison have paid, amongst them £29-09-4 so 
there remains yet £14-16-04 in arrears. I forgot to take notice in the 
same Letter of the arrears of Drax Quitrents, which were never higher 
that since May Day Court 1735 till last May day court inclusive, there 
remains unpayed £07-06-01%. 


94 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 79-80) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 31 October 1737 


I had the honour of yours of the 27th of Septr: the 2d of October: 
which I should have answerd sooner if you had not obliged me to make 
and send you a Catalogue of your Latin and French books, which was a 
tedious worke..... to be so longe in a cold clossed, went some what 
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hard with me. how ever it is allmost compleatd, and shall in a post or 
tworbesent! assyou direct: 2704 the delay might have occasioned your 
longer stay in that Country, your presence being absolutely necessary at 
home, if you have a minde to Maintain your Right at Drax. For I told 
you in mine of the 6th of June that Mr Sower of Leeds had fished, and 
what is yet more (as John Smith told me) that his Tennant had actually 
taken a fish from your fisherman, that had been cautch against there 
shore; so by degrees you’ll louse the whole royalty. Lawyer Johnson (as 
I take him to be noe friend of yours): compairing the fishery to a 
Common right so that every one that has land upon the shore, has as 
much right to fish as you. This | have upon occasion often repeated; 
and nothing will or can put a stop to those proceedings but your 
presence. The arrears I mentioned in my last from the Tennants of 
Everingham are all paid, but very litle of Lady Day rents from Evering- 
ham. Wm Cook has given up his farme upon account of his infirmity. 
That and Wrights farme were called in the Markets, the former lett to 
one of John Smiths recommendation; but not the latter. I have in my 
hands about £430: of Lady Day rents: and have received of Michaelmas 
rents from Arras, Drax and Acklam 180-14-00. Robt Watson paid the 
£125 the third of this, and it is returnd to Mr Wright for your use, as 
allso £40 more to make up my full share this Michaelmass.... 
Robert... at this present is at York under the directions of one Mr 
Ward (which I think is his name) from London, and has done much 
good amongst the poor Gratis; so that vast numbers flock unto him; 
which has incensed the Doctors, and Apothecarys in that place to put 
an advertisement into there newspaper, very opprobious and envyous. I 
hope Robert will receive benefit by him. He asked me if he might 
imploy labourers to make the back way to your house; but I told him 
that you expected that it should be done by him and John; to which he 
replyed that it was a thing impossible, because its a work that must be 
carryed on att once; and workmen now to be had at a reasonable rait, 
and a right season for planting the sides with Quickwood, thinks it now 
the proper time to do it, If I would agree to it, which I shall not do 
without your positive orders..... I hear that Mr Reynoldson the 
Upholster in Stonegate York is impowred to take all Mr Bryan Palmes 
debte:’° and therefore sent him your clame for £20 but mentioned 
nothing about Interest, not knowing whether you demanded any or 
not, I think it will be well of if you gett the principall..... 


95 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 80-81) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 5 January 1738 


pMLAR William Youngs son was here, and paid the £30-5-00 his father 
was in arrears when he went off, and for which sum David Young gave 
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his bond. He payd no Interest, but gave his note for the payment, if 
you insisted upon it. He has all the other childeren as yet to maintain 
and bring up, which is too hard upon him; nor do I think that Interest 
can be lawfully demanded for arreare of rents, because the dominium 
was never transferred as in lent moneys. The subscribers to the Assem- 
bley house of York have received some consideration for there moneys, 
but Rubin Perry who is intrusted in this affair, will not pay your due, 
without your positive assignement to impower some determinate per- 
son to receive and give (as I suppose) a proper discharge for it.7* Jacob 
Boynton of Bealby has given up his Cottage; The house and barn being 
in so very bad repair there will be litle or no prospect of letting it... .. 
Robert tells me he has not yet received the half of Everingham rents, 
nor from Thorp. John Smith has cleared off last week all Drax Quits 
Rents, hens and Eggs arrears..... 


96 (DEV/60/86 ff. 81-82) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 13 February 1738 


yaa! Robt Watson and his son were here with the old complaint, of 
there moneys lying dead so many years, haveing no opportunity to put 
it out with safety. As there complaint was the same as before, so was 
my answer too: what perhaps may make them uneasy is the common 
opinion that you are either dead, and that keep secret, but why I 
cannot imagine; or that you are resolved never to return any more; 
these and the like wild notions and I hope they are [no] more makes 
others so bold to invade your right, and treat you so unjustly not only 
Drax, but moreover in Lincolnshire. .... Robt has lett John Wright 
farme to Jame Cade the Wright, but in consideration of the house being 
so good has advanced the rent £2-6-8. The Cotage of Bealby is allso lett 
to one of the same town. Tho: Hotham Brother and Exequitor to Jo: 
Hotham deceased refuses to pay the last half year rent due for Stort- 
wheat tyth, pleading his tack was not out to Midsummer, and all the 
hay cut before that time belonged to him. He would have two years 
crop for paying one year rent. He is a very rafling sort of a fellow, and 
will pay nothing without being forced. Lawyer Johnson advises to send 
for a Writt for him..... 


97 (DDEV/60/86 f. 82) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 12 May 1738 


Whether any of your letters to me, or mine to you have miscarried, 
its impossible for me to know. As to your last to me it was of the 27th 
of Sept: last; since which time you have had four of mine, to which I 
should [have] been glad to have had an answer..... Robt has taken 
the thorneylane, and Bucher Close into his own hands, promisseing to 
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take more care of them than any other would do. Robt watson has a 
writt served on him to appear att the next Assisses, for putting goods 
on Holme Common, with a designe to eject him out of all right for 
Whalsley; and may be very prejudiciall to him if the Originall deeds 
cannot be produced and therefore desires to know where they are, and 
your leave to inspect them, that as soon as possible. I insinuate to you 
before that Elias Delenoys house was in a ruinous way and all en- 
deavours has been used to prop it till your returne, but cannot be 
deferred any longer, the pans being intirely rotten, the roof flowen 
from them, and part of the wall shacken. Your stock of Deer multi- 
plying, most of the fawns as they drop must be killd. We have a very 
promisseing spring, as to grass and corn, but not as [to] aples, for on 
the 6th of this we had much lightning and thunder, that there is scarce 
bud or leaf left upon the aple trees, many of the wall trees blasted. .... 


98 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 83-84) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 12 July 1738 


I told you in one of my letters (if I mistake not of the 13 of feb:) 
that Thomas Hotham Br and exequitor to Jo: Hotham deceased refused 
to pay the last half year rent due for Stortwheat tyth pleading that his 
tack was not out till Midsummer and all tyth till that time belonged to 
him, relying upon his acquittances which calls them due that day, but 
by whose mistake I know not, but does not reflect that all your 
Tennants here has a halfe year in there hands. Lawyear Johnson advised 
to send for a writt for him which was done, and afterwards drew up the 
declaration, to which he gave his appearance in order to stand sute tho 
he has severall times said he would pay it, but does not.’° The 
acquittances makes the event dubious, and therefore judged it more 
safe to deferr the tryall to the next Assises in hopes of your being here, 
or att least to have your approbation or orders for it. since in one of 
your letters you told us to be aware of law sutes. Robt went yesterday 
to consult Lawyer Johnson about it. The Freehold[er]s of Holme and 
Robert Watson have referred there difference concerning the Common 
right to Mr Burton of Hotham. About a month agoe I had a letter from 
my Lord Langdale out of Staffordshire (but now at Holme) wherein he 
says he had one from you which countinanced Mrs Eliz: Langdales 
request, and that in a post or two you would send your orders for 
advanceing a hundred pound upon that acct,’® and since his Lordships 
returne I saw that part of your letter relateing to that promisse; and 
therefore do conclude that your letter is either miscarried or you have 
forgott. All that are made privy to that promisse inquire as often as 
they see me if I have not had a letter from you..... Elias Delenoys 
house is repaired. Robt [Watson] has paid me no more than a hundred 
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pound. If he dye I suppose his son who is at present joynt tennant upon 
the Farme must succeed him..... 


99 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 84-85) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 23 August 1738 


In my last letter of the 12th of July I told you that I was against 
bringing on the tryall with Tho: Hotham for a half years rent, he 
relying on his acquitance that his tack was not out till Midsummer, and 
all the tyth till that time was due to him. It was thought he durst not 
have tryed it, but it proved to the contrary for his Attorney attended 
the Court (and he was in private): from the beginning of the Assises; 
and that affair was carryed on so far on your part by Lawyer Johnsons 
directions, that either the tryall must have been brought on, or the case 
put to reference, the latter of which is the method taken. For if Robt 
had told Hotham or his Attorney that he would not bring the tryall on 
this Assises, he or his Attorney would have demanded £1-12-00 or there 
abouts. If there be a fault in not bring[ing] this tryall on, I must take it 
to myselfe. Lawyer Johnson as Robt says seemed rather inclined to 
have tryed it, tho would not give much incouragement, and thought to 
have done it before the other party appeared; but that designe was 
frustrated. I declare I had rather have paid the rent by myself, then 
have had so much concern aboute it; nor as yet can I give you an 
account how it will end. Mr Lawson advised Robt to chouse Mr Burton 
of Hotham for the Referee;’’ It is to be decided before Michael- 
WIASSs.. 68 As to your wines the first Hodgshead stands the better of 
the two; for the two latter hodgshead has lost both colour and briskness 
tho not sour; but as they who pretend to know wine say it will not be 
long till it be so. Last month my Lord Langdale gott two dozen of the 
first Hodgshead, from which you may gather that it is yet good, tho not 
so brisk nor delicious as it was..... This very Day I received a letter 
from Mr Champney and is as follows. These are to acquaint you that 
Wm Marshall our Holme Tennant has not paid his last Michaelmass rent 
yet, this next Michaelmass there will be three half years rent due, and 
two of them should be paid now, to be like the other Tennants. Besides 
it is thought that he wasts, and his stock is most of feeding beasts: 
when they are made off and the money payed another way; his rent 
will be very hard to gett. He has been so much Mr Knights friend I 
would not have him spared. If there can be any thing contrived betwext 
them to circumvent Sr Marmaduke of his rent I believe it will not be 
wanting. He desires Robt may goe over to demand and receive the rent, 
and to speak to the tennants about Aision but why I cannot concieve 
since he has full power to distraine, and to see that every one dresses his 
part in the River, but to satisfie him, and that you may suffer no 
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damage he’ll go over the beginning of the next week, with as much 
power as you have invested us with, as allso to give him warning to 
provide for himselfe else where, if judged necessary. Bealby trespasses 
much upon Everingham, and a great part of there fields being inclosed, 
(and more as Robt informs me) your Tennants would be at the charge 
of dicking there field off from Bielby, if you would be pleased to give 
stoops and rails, and quickwood..... Its most a year since I heard 
from you. 


100 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 85-86) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 2 October 1738 


In my last I told you that the difference betwen you and Thomas 
Hotham was left [to] two referees, and accordingly they meet last 
weex, but made no end of it. .4 2 they examined as fur as they could 
into the merit of the cause but nothing was concluded..... Elias 
Delenoy dyed July last, nor was his son here to desire to be continued 
on his farme till last week. Daniel Decow is allso dead, concerning 
whose farme I had what follows under your servants hand Viz. His 
sister would continue the farm but it is not proper she should for she 
only wants it a year or two to gett what she can out of it, and then Sr 
Marmaduke may take it into his own hands. Daniel has run it very 
much out these four or five years by part, he has not left one piece of 
old swatch about the farme, saveing a litle plot of ground by the house. 
Besides all the outhouses are fit to fall for want of thatch and morter, 
some of the Barne walls are washed down to the ground. She has notice 
given her to go out att Lady Day next. John Smith will take it for his 
son. So far your servant. Your answer to this is desired as soon as may 
be. Mr Champney was here at the reference, and since you would give 
no answer to what has been writt to you concerning the Tennant of 
Holme farme and mary Thompson, nor have we power to discharge 
them without a letter of Attorney, and therefore have raised the first 
ten pounds, and the second six pounds, if they presume to stay after 
Lady Day; you have had a full account of there beheavour from Mr 
Champney, as he tells me. 

The maid servant’® has given up her place, and according to your 
permission she and your servant will place themselves in the dairy end, 
her year being up the Sth of this. I must see to provide another. Robt 
Watson paid his moneys the 22 of the last month, but not without 
complaint, but hops you will not lett him be a looser, since he cannot 
put his mony into a safe. Poor Richard Brigham is in a dangerous way, 
not likely to live any time. your silence, and Hothams affairs are a daly 
trouble .... all the rents are not yet paid. 
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101 (DDEV/60/86 f. 86) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 20 November 1738 


You cannot but think that your continued silence is a daly trouble 
to those as are concerned for you, and a great disincouragement being 
in the darke what way to proceed for the best, and tho they act 
according to the best of ther judgement yet may not be approved on by 
you; but when you are consulted, and will not give your orders or 
directions and the event is not according to expectation who is to be 
blamed the Principall or his agents; The determination I leave to your 
selfe. Lawyer Johnson by whose directions your servant Robt pro- 
ceed[s] against Hotham seems now to drop the cause: and last week 
told him he is at a loss what to advise, since the acquittances are of so 
great weight, and quit against us. What is to be done? and what with 
Daniel Decows sister, who I am certain will not go off without you[r] 
positive orders..... last night I had a letter from Wm Bateson stone 
cutter of York wherein he demands £1-8-0. of this 9-6 is for a days 
work. the rest is for attendance when he came with Mr Etty about a 
designe of a New house.’” I do not know whether any thing be due to 
him or not: however he says he will take an other way to gett it..... I 
am much out of order and does not know how God will dispose of 


102 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 86-87) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 26 January 1739 

You still continue your silence to the admiration of some, and to the 
sorrow of those you have committed the administration of your estate 
too, who does not know what will please or displease for want of your 
orders in doubts maturely enough proposed unto you..... Robt gives 
me this account under his hand and writs in his own name in these 
words. Hotham is for bringing the trial on this Assises if Sr Marmaduke 
will not. | went to York to acquaint Lawyer Johnson with the same. his 
advice was this. He would advise Sr Marmaduk to bring the triall on; 
but looks upon those acquittances to be a terrible block against Sir Mar. 
So far Robt..... I do assure you that this dispute has been a great 
trouble to me, nor does there a day pass, in which it does not lye heavy 
upon my spirits; tho I had no hand in carr[y] ing this affair to so high a 
pitch, only first in as much as I told your servant to consult Mr 
Johnson, and follow his advice as being a case belonging purely to the 
law; and secondly in as much as I put a stop from bringing the triall on 
last Assises in hope of a good agreement, tho it was not in our power to 
agree to any thing to your disadvantage, without your consent, which I 
was in hops to have had ere this, or orders to have tryed the cause. As 
to the second query what to do with Wm Decows sister what follows 
are your servants words. I went to Drax on the 8th instant to look after 
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Daniel Decows farme, and to desire his sister to gett the Outhouses in 
reasonable repair against Lady Day. Her answer was, She did not 
designe to acquit it at Lady Day, for the Abby field was in pritty good 
hart, and she would not leave it so; and further she said if she was to 
leave it att Lady Day she would not do that about repairs. So far your 
servant about that affaire. From which you may judge what to 
OFMET jig gas I have scarce stirred out since the 12th of Novbr when I 
took my illness. I took two sweets in one night which threw my 
distemper in great measure into my feet which sweld very much, and so 
painfull that I could not point the ground, I fear it will turn to the 


103 (DDEV/60/86 f. 88) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 13 February 1739 


.... the enclosed which you have here I thought myselfe obliged to 
send.... I shall lett the young man know that I have acquainted you 
with his condition, and that it is not in my power to send any orders to 
Mr Wright to advance any Moneys to him or any other person, without 
your positive orders in writting. 


104 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 147-148) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Dijon, 27 February 1739 


Yesterday I received yours of the 26th of January by which I find 
my last two letters to you are miscarried. I writt to you the post after I 
had writt to Lord Langdale, and am the more surprised since our friend 
Marquis Widdrington®® who gives you his service, assures me that there 
is a post established from York to Hull passing by Pocklington, and 
Wighton, which is much more safe than the method formarly used. 
Your Letters to me none ever fail; because they are conveyed all under 
covers of the Banquiers that I correspond with. I woud not give mine at 
Paris that trouble. it woud be to much. I am sorry to hear of your 
illness, and that you have undergone so violent a remedy as you 
mention. I wish my Roman treakle had been at home. Its upon such an 
occasion the most souverain of all. I have a great provision on the road. 
You lead too solitary, and sedulent a life, nothing more opposite to 
health: for which reason the houres of Silence so much practised by 
your Brethren abroad are chainged into conversations, and that by 
Orders positive from your Supream head. I hope this will influence you 
to break through a manner of life that at last will distroy your health. 
You must go abroad often, you must chainge Objects and see your 
friends at what distance soever they bee. Never lett my affairs keep you 
at home one hour when your health requires the contrary. Never frett 
nor be too solicitous about them; all will end well. All that you do I am 
sure is for the best, and therefore rest contented, and easy. Never any 
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more make use of the word sorrow in any of your future Letters, its 
too expressive for such trifles. 

As for the affair of Lord Langdale I writt to him very plainly what I 
woud do and that seemed to be, what he was most desirious off, I to 
advance the Money, and he to imploy it, in serveing the distressed. 
You'll therefore be so kind as to give orders to pay to his Lordship a 
hundred pounds takeing his note only for the same. .... 

As to Daniel Decows sister succeding to her Brother in my farme, 
how is it possible I can determine for the best at this distance. You 
know I never had any great opinion of Womens Management, and am 
still of the same sentiments. All that I can say in this affaire is that: if 
her Brother has left her in circumstances able to Manage it, lett her 
continue it for a year, that she may have time to make the best of what 
she has to dispose off, but in such a manner that she cannot possibly do 
the farme any harme and that she leaves all outhouses etc. in good 
repair att her goeing off. This must be determined by you according as 
Robin gives you in her circumstances. She writt to me but I never gave 
any answer. What Champney writts of the two Tennants at West 
Raysen surprises me very much. Why did he not turn them of im- 
mediately. Nothing so rediculous and foolish as to keep Tennants on 
your farmes who know as well as you, by there behaviour they must 
sooner or later be discharged. Its the ruin and destruction of such 
farmes, and you are nourishing a Viper in your breast. Pray lett him 
have orders to discharge them forthwith, and gett other Tennants. he 
proposes David Young who I think he says is settled in some other part 
of the Country, I will have nobody enter that farme that does not live 
there in person. I have layed out too much Money in building that 
farme to have it inhabited by servants, the ruin of many a farme in West 
Raysen during my fathers time, which I shall sooner or later pay dear 
for. As for the affaire of Hotham I own I never well understood it. I see 
its an errour he’s makeing use of in the time Thomas®! received my 
nentsh: uh What houses repaired in Everingham these last two years. I 
am resolved to build a farme house some where upon the Edge of the 
Common near to the new incloses made behind the Park. Take Robt 
Watson’s opinion where to build the same, and be prepairing materialls. 
I will highten the Court wall, and cope the same. Lett every thing be 
prepared for this summer..... I hope this will find you perfectly in 
good health, If not as I fancy I may be in Flanders some litle time this 
summer, I will desire you to come over, and meet me there. Cambray 
shall be the place. I longe to see my old friend Southcot. 


105 (DDEV/60/86 f. 88) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 9 April 1739 


I had the honour of yours of the 27th of Feby the 2d of march, 
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which was a comfort to me; but dispir[i] ted again that you mentioned 
nothing of your returne, since two years agoe you seemed to be fully 
resolved of it. Our weather since the 10 of March has been such, as has 
not been knowen in the memory of man at this time of the year, much 
snow hail, sharpe winds and frost, that it is as allmost cold this day as it 
was in the deepth of winter, which has frightned me from delivering 
your request to Rob Watson, or stiring any where. I am highly obliged 
to you for your concern for and advice to me, and do believe it would 
contribuite much to my health. but confess that it is a contradiction to 
my temper, and knowing by wofull experience that it leads into many 
sins, which a solitary chair is not subject too..... I writ to Mr Mayes 
upon the receipt of your Letter, and had his answer that he would 
come to York if I thought .it necessary; upon which I sent John®? over 
on purpose to desire him to be there, but was stopt by some ill fit or 
other, which he does not mention. You have with this your servant[’s] 
answer to your querys, and I chouse to send it under his own hand, 
because he can resolve them better. .... 


106 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 88-89) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 1 June 1739 


Nee. ee I spock to him [Robert Watson] about the farme house you 
have a minde should be built; to which he replyed, that he could not 
advise any thing in that affair till he knew what lands, and pastures you 
are determined to lay to it, and from them judge of the house, and Out 
houses. 2: .. What here follows I have under Robts hand; and therefore 
shall make use of his words, which are these. John Smith complained of 
the people of Drax for not paying there Quit rents as they becom due, 
some of them running three or four years upon arrear and holding him 
at defiance.2* He and I went to acquaint Lawyer Johnson with the 
same, who advises to make a distress for them by a late act made for 
the recovery of such rents. The people that adjoins to the River fishes 
themselves and threatens to seise, and cut the nets of Sr Marmadukes 
fishermen, so there’ll be no fishery at all. David Pearson can not gett 
any men to fish they threaten so. If there was one man made an 
example off the rest would be easy. so far Robt. As to the fishery 
which you referd to Mr Mayes, and Mr Johnson[’s| directions, I have 
not heard that they ever mett, tho I both spock to Mr Mayes, and writt 
to him every particlar you recommended to his management; and had 
both his word, and letter that he would serve you to his best capasity. 
But my opinion is that nothing will, or can be justly affected without 
your presence. for what makes people intrude so much upon your right, 
but your abscence, it being a common report, and opinion that you will 
never more come to your native Country even amongst the better sort 
ofpersons.cs*. i: 
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107 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 149-150) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Douai, 22 June 1739 


If you observe where my Letter is dated from, you may conclude I 
am amongst your friends, who are all well, and present you there 
service. I passed by Cambray, where Old Tho: Southcott is much your 
sertt., fatt and fair, but grows old, and what most failes him is his sight. 
He complains he cannot get you to move, and proposed a journey to 
you this summer, but you absolutely refused him. Helmes is to take 
your place, but believe he will not be able. He writts me of late that he 
has been seised with pains all over his body, and growen a meer cripple. 
He regretts you do not writt to him as formerly, and jesting says its 
from his degradation.8* I go to morrow for Lisle, but shall return this 
way in my road to Paris, where I propose to stay all this winter, and in 
the Spring shall gett to London. Your German Friends have com- 
menced a vast building 320 the front, 20 More then Castle Howard; I 
am glad I did not contribute to so vain and rediculous an edifice. 
Friends and foes blames the undertakeing. Amongst them I am per- 
suaded you come in.®° 

I think Roberts Wife might have done the business att home, and 
continued the advantages you give a new servant: I am contented as its 
but servants for my use, especially a cook I shall bring all that with 


What money have you, more than you have occasion for lett me 
know in your next that I may desire you to return the same to Mr 
Wright. I shall writt to Robin an extream Long Letter. What race of my 
Mares like you the best, It must be the little Chestnut Mare. Has Mr 
Darley*®® no horse at this present from the Old Arabian. what blood (if 
of seize and strenth). The little Chestnut Mare, or her Ofspring would 
produce a horse that one may say of good blood. The great Chestnut 
Mare has not been so well bred as I was assured when I bought her. 
These three things you mus ask of Robin. If he remembers about what 
time it was, before I left London that he delivered a large Deed in 
parchment to Mr Soley liveing in the little alley in Catharine Street 
Convent Garden, and if the said Mr Soley gave him a receipt for the 
same or not. If he remembers, if I left any plate in the hands of Mr 
Wright, excepting my Shaveing plate. Where did he leave the barril of 
my favourit Gun. I have time for no more. 


108 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 150-153) 
CONSTABLE TO R. USHER Douai, 23 June 1739 


I wonder to hear after so long abscence that I have any farme houses 
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upon my Estate in bad repaire, since my absolute orders were to put all 
in good order by degrees. It seems the time has been long enough, if 
you have not made use of it, its not too late to beginn, where, is not in 
my power to judge, consult that with Mr Potts. as to a generall 
enclosure of Everingham, I do not know whether such land as that 
Lordship is composed of in general woud answer the expence with 
other inconveniences, amongst which, water; For therein a generall 
inclosure the farmes could never been laid well togither, because the 
Carr, which must furnish all with summer pasture, is so great a way 
distant from the field, and Ings, which must allways be there corn 
ground, and wintering; Its impossible to talk of, or writt of such affairs 
as these at any distance to the purpose. Before I came from home, my 
project was this. To inclose some part of the Carr, and some field land, 
and see how that inclosed would turn to account. I came away too soon 
to have a just Idea of either, and tho I have enquired about them in my 
Letters, | never have had a satisfactory answer. Turner who farmed the 
first enclosed, and had the same for an Old song I dare venture to say, 
has never tryed any one project to improve the same. I question 
whether they are so good now, as they were the first three years of 
there inclosure. As to the hilly and high part, where the water never 
comes, that never will be better except ploughed a year or two, well 
manured, and layd down so. In the low part wherever you can convey 
the Beck, that you may make as fertil as you please. As for the low 
parts towards Holme that never can be improved, except you can eat it 
as bare as a board for years togither, or by deviding it into little parcels 
you can plough it for a summer crop. As I find you keep the last 
inclosed in your own hands, lett me know what crops of hay you 
generally gett of it, and the quantity of acres you mow? What season 
proves best for you; rains moderatte or dry? have you more crop then 
at first? the nature of your hay better, or worse? Now to continue on my 
project; after I was Master of the nature of the field, and Carr Land, I 
was resolved to build three houses from the town at least. One in the 
corner on the Moore going into Hayton Lordship. One most convenient 
nigh the Oxpastures. One on the Winny hill in Thorpe Moore, just by 
the hedge of Everingham Close that is next to Shipton field. By this 
latter I. proposed a very great conveniency, as well as advatages. Tho: 
Brown was to buy me six or seven acres of Shipton field Land which I 
would have inclosed. By that means I would be Master of one side of 
the Beck. By which advantage I could have supplyed Thorpe Moore 
with water, some years its there wanted, and had a constant small 
stream that should have passed the Oxpasture to my Park. Is Tho: 
Brown liveing in our Neighbourhood still. If you could under hand gett 
me bought that quantity or more it must be done with that 
management that the People of Shipton know nothing of it. I do not 
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doubt afterwards that my Lord Burlington will give me leave to inclose 
it. When these were built, I would make room by takeing of three 
farmes in the town of Everingham. Harrisons farme that was Teasdals, 
Wrights farme, that you have built anew; and that that was Jonathan 
Hares. These three faremes I would have turned into three Cottages. 
These three farmes consisted of eight Oxgang of field land. I proposed 
to inclose from the comeing out of Everingham to the bridge leading to 
Rytham Gate all the field land of the left hand. From below the Rabbit 
hills all the field land to where I have now inclosed. All the Ings on the 
right hand where you cross them going to Pocklington with about 
twenty or thirty yards of the end of the field land for warme ground 
for beast to lye on in the winter. To have forced Bealby to dress there 
shaire of the separation ditch, which would drain all the fields, and Ings 
too. | was to endeavour to buy or become Master of the ings of Bealby 
all that we leave on the right hand going to Pocklington. I was allso to 
inclose as much of the Carr as the proportion belonging to there 8 
Oxgangs, beginning att the hemp pitts reaching down to Seaton Ings 
and laying down with that the meadow ground, [which] Everingham 
has of the other side of the ditch. All this to be farmed by 8 farmers in 
the town, besides the house built nigh the Oxpastures. The 2 houses 
built by Haton and Shipton Lordship to endeavour at the first 
opportunity to buy something in each Lordship to increase them. This 
is more or less the Scheme I had, and wee thought it much better than 
[to] inclose the whole. If you have thought of a better lett me hear it. I 
proposed that these nine farmes would pay me £400 a year, and better 
penny worth than as they stand now. If you have followed my orders 
the Banks of the Beck on both sides all thro the Carr must be perfectly 
good, and not one drop of water run into the Carr that way. I am 
perswaded the Carr can never be kept dry without art. I did not care to 
lay out that charge on an uncertainty. I therefore made those two 
inclosures to gain experience. Lett us hear what you can say of them. 
An other project I had which in case I was to keep house again at 
Everingham nothing would be more advantagious. A litle farme of 
about £20 per annum, to grow wheat, and feed Poultry at, for my table 
use, and two smal closes of excellent Land, the one for pasture, the 
other Meadow. As that is very scarce in our Neighbourhood, I had never 
fixed upon any, but partly upon one at Burrby, Sir Edmund®” bought 
it afterwards. As for Shipton 2 oxgangs in a good fall of there best land 
would do for wheat, and straw for the stable. Have your eyes about to 
find something to this purpose, but particularly to be Master of six or 
seven acres of land next adjoining to Everingham closes. That of all 
would be to my conveniency. Have you improved the ditches in the low 
parts of the Park to keep it dryer. Have you made brick bridges in 
proper places that leads to the gates of the Park. Have you planted the 
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woody parts with great store of willy settings, Abills etc. Have you 
ploughed up, and endeavoured to improve that piece of ground next to 
the Intack which is allready surrounded with 3 great ditches. I was in 
hopes to have been able to take up the Pail of the Intack to remove for 
the other side of that parcel of ground, to have sowen and planted the 
same with wood. As to the horses I shall say more in my next. You 
should have sent me a particular what each was sold for, that I might 
have seen what kind produced most vendable. I esteem the race of the 
little Chestnut Mare much the best. I should have been glad to have had 
a good little mare out of the woodcock Mare to have continued that 
race that has been so long in the family. I approve much of the two 
Coach geldings you have bought. Buy two more to sutte these of the 
marks and size. In this kind choose them with some marks of white, but 
not much, there Leggs not fleshly nor much hair. Mr Potts writt me 
word that you had stone coping for one halfe of the Court wall. 
Prepaire the rest this summer, and lett the same be coped all with stone 
in a proper season, I must now build, I am perswaded the circle on the 
other side of the town street. I would have copeing prepared for that 
too. That shall not be don til my return home. The suit you have lost I 
will certainly put into the Chancery and try the Issue there. What ever 
Mr Knowlton proposes lett it be done. I suppose a good part of the 
grass part of Ralphs garth will come into the plantation, as allso the 
sandy part of the Pecker. Further I shall be obliged to alter the division 
of the two South Closes, For I would carry an Avenue down to the 
Beck in the Carr. Give my service to Mr Knowlton and lett him know as 
much. I believe the hedge of the New Close as far as the Beck must allso 
bee altered. And when I come home shall make a bridge in the middle 
of the said Avenue into my new inclosure for Cart and Carriage over the 
Beck. You should gett John Smith my Tennant in the West riding to 
find you out a fellow, that would make little sluices in the Beck and a 
machine to lay a cross the same to stop the water and raise it, and youl 
find that by a proper communication from one bottome to the other, 
you might overflow them all. As for the new Close bottome if it was 
gripped with right judgement, you might have as much hay upon [it] as 
would stand, and that good (if it was rightly trenched as they call it in 
other Countrys); in the Neighbourhood of John Smith, where there are 
so many rivers, they should have people that understand to make litle 
sluices, to lett the water in, and out, and where to sett them in there 
proper fall. I would have you try this in the New Close this next Winter. 
Make your trenches as soon as the fog is eaten of, and the sluices to 
[be] put down in the spring. You must have a lock, and a chaine to the 
sluice. Lett it be don without Noise or rumour. This Spring make the 
new inclosure. Begin a ditch by Thorpe Moore fence in the place most 
proper to take the water from Thorpe Moore, and Thorpe ground. I 
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would have the ditch advance at least ten yards into Everingham Moor, 
more than the fence of the Oxpasture does att present. I would have an 
other ditch made of the inside of the Oxpasture to carry the water from 
the same. I will be at all the expence but the in-ditch, that the Tennant 
must do himselfe. You must sett two rowes of quickwood, the one to 
Everingham Moore, the other to the Oxpasture at ten full yards the one 
from the other. These ten yards planted full of Willow setting, or 
headings I think you call them in your country, and of poplar, and 
Abylls. This will be all moist grounds, therefore there kinds will grow 
the best. You must sett your quickwood so that it does not perish by 
the water or too much moistour. I propose this plantation not only as 
fence for Oxpasture, but allso a shelter. As I may not remember well 
the ground you may perhaps do what I proposed in a better manner. I 
shall afterwards make the same sort of fence between the said pasture, 
and Thorpe ground, and that by the great ditch, that I will bring down 
there, that the beck shall pass from Shipton ground to Everingham 
Park, if I succeed in my mentioned Scheme. Is winn covers in Thorpe as 
good as they use to be. Encrease your Nurseries, and young trees. If I 
had 10000 Elmes Thorpe Lordshipe would take them all. That ground 
must be proper for them. You have not choose so good stallions, as you 
should have don. The Mare I esteem the most is what you call Bells 
Mare 10 years old. If that mare was put to a right strong horse, and well 
bred she would produce a foal worth a £100. I shall order two or three 
to be taken into the house the next winter. Are any of them proper for 
the French Jocqueys. I could sell them here at what I would ask, if in 
condition to travel. Take a light survey, and see what number of Acres 
of Feild land and Ings there may be in Everingham. What the tyth is 
worth to the Parson at present, and what I may afford to pay him. You 
must observe that I shall never give him as much as he may now make 
of it. His labour to gain it is considerable. In poor land its much more 
than in good. Have your eye if there be ever any farme or farmes to be 
sold in Acklam especiall[y] such as join upon my land in that 
Lordshipe. I would bee increaseing elbow roome in that, as much as I 
could. would Robert Watson sell Wholsay again. Never ask it of him but 
att a great distance that it cannot appear to come from me. He has I 
think but one son liveing,®* has that son Children. Our Neighbours at 
Bealby do they continue there Leases from the Colledge.8° Has Lawson 
still his farme in that township. Tell Mr Potts to direct my Letters as 
usuall for I shall leave this Country before he can answer me. I hope 
you'l gett me a couple of Pointers perfectly good before I come home. 
Have we great quantity of Partridges as usuall. No Pheasants left about 
Seaten. I wonder they never ramble to Thorpe Winns. Not so many 
Foxes in them, as there were formarly. What hunters about us. Draper 
does he ever gett down so far. 
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109 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 90-91) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 7 July 1739 


TR Mrs Buckley your late Housekeeper begs you charity being 
reduced to great wants. Harry Harisons house is very ruinous that hes 
affraid to ly in it, the chambers are fit to drop down, and the roofe 
being so low, will not give liberty to raise the chambers without takeing 
the roof off. so it must of necessity be repaired, as you direct. 


110 (DDEV/60/86 f. 90) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 11 July 1739 


Yours of the 22 of June I received the 24th wherein you say Mr 
Southcot proposed to me a journey this summer, if he did, it was never 
notified to me by any one, nor ever had I letter from him saveing one 
bearing the date of 28th of Decmber 1735. which I answered upon the 
receipt of it and gave my reasons why | desired to be excused, which as 
he writt to Mr Farnworth were well grounded. Mr Helmes complaint is 
groundless, since in his only letter to me he did not date it from any 
place, but that providence would bring about a speedy meeting, so did 
conclude he was for crossing the seas once more..... You are pleased 
to say you are glad you did not contribute to so vain and rediculous an 
Edifice as my friends in Germiny has begun which I condemn them 
CC ee Robts wife would not continue her service any longer; The 
new servant has no advantage above her, but much less of late. For the 
first had but £8, per annum for six weeks; yett the two last years she 
had 3sh per week board wages and £2-10-00 her yearly wage, which 
comes to £10-06-00..... 


111 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 91-92) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 7 August 1739 


bie oes I had a Letter from Mr Wright the 20th of July desireing me to 
send him your Lease of the Manour of Ack[l]ome which commences 
from the 5th of April 1714 for 31 years. But I answered his, by 
acquanting him that you took the said lease as allso the formar lease to 
London with you.?° And a large deed sealed up with your own seal. All 
Mr Wrights last accounts and a Note of the writtings in Mr Culcheths 
hands all which | delivered to you the 19th of March 1730. I spock to 
Robt if he remembred where any writtings were left, but can give no 
account, of any writtings being put into any ones hands except Mr 
Culchetts, and Mr Soleys. So much I lett Mr Wright know, that he 
might inquire there for them. You order the gates in Hall garth to be 
taken down when we advance so forr in coping of the wall, but we shall 
not come so far this summer, desinging only to cope the north wall, and 
nothing to the south wall or west; and therefore may be better done 
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when you make your Iron Gates. John Young was here two days agoe, 
and says Mr Knight has put him into the spirituall court for tyth pigs, 
Geese, chickens, eggs, Aples etc. which was never paid since the 
Agreement with Mr Davenport,’' and has made it cost him £1-3s-2d; 
He says its only a peak against him he being the only person amongst 
your Tennants who stood up in the commissions with Mr Champney 
against him, and Foreman of the Jury that gave him Notice of his 
gimes, and presented him severall times, for which he is a sufferer. He 
allso informes me that Parson Pike has lately been att West Raisen, and 
that he went with Mr Champney to speak to him aboute the tythes in 
the fields, and says that the Parson is willing to take either Land or 
Money for the whole. He advises an agreement with him as soon as 
possible, being old, and a hard drinker. If he should dye, so good an 
agreement cannot be made with his successor. He thinks it would be 
best to pay him all in money, so will you have it in your own power to 
do what you please with your estate without interruption. But I 
suppose Mr Champney has given you an account of this more fully then 
I can do. Lastly he says there is a Gime downe in the same place it was 
before, and has lately drowned the Oxpastures, particularly his more 
thal the rest... J 


112 (DDEV/60/86 f. 92) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 14 September 1739 


The enclosed Letter came to me two days ago directed for yourselfe 
which | opned, and think fit to send it to you, to prevent any errour in 
the designed History, or leave out some considerable article?*..... 
Robt has not brought me any of Lady Day rents, so I cannot give you 
an account what he has in his hands... . . 


113 (DDEV/60/86 f. 92) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 16 October 1739 


This morning between 2 and 3 your servant Robt departed this life, 
how his accounts stands I cannot yet know, but as soon as he is buried 
shall give you as I finde it. I have desired My Lord Langdales steward, 
one of our own stamp’? to be present at the examine of the account, 
and what money I receive. I hope you will either come home, or 
appoint some other person in his place. 


114 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 92, 91A) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 6 November 1739 


My last of the 16th of Octr: brought you the relation of Roberts 
death, this his accounts which you should have had sooner had I not 
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been very much indisposed, and still am, tho some what better. I take 
my illness was occasioned by the trouble I was under to find Robts 
accounts so very deficient. I told you in mine of the 14th of Septr last 
that he had not accou[n]ted for Lady Day rents last, so did not know 
what moneys he had in his hands, this I did with a designe that you 
should order him bring to me what he had in hand. You will see by the 
accounts how your affairs stands, most surpriseing that in so short a 
time as from the 2d of May, to the 16th of Octr following; there should 
be so great arrears. Had he received nothing of this Michaelmass rent, all 
had been right, But haveing received of Michaelmass rents 190-10-05% 
and not a cross to answer that sum, leaves ground for suspition, and 
that there is great injustice, and underhand dealings at the bottome. I 
have made all the search, and inquiry I can, but to no effect, and 
therefore gott all his personal estate valued, which amounts to the sum 
of two hundred, twenty one pounds, seventeen shilling, tho I fear we 
shall not make that of it, the most of his goods consisting of horses, 
which will be very chargable to keep over winter if not disposed off. 
There are goods allready sold for £140-06-00 which I have received in 
cash and notes. there is but one note of £6-10-00 from Tho: 
Smeathman; all the rest is in money. The stock of malt I take to be over 
prized; there cannot be the quantity they supposed but be that as it will 
I hope you will not be a great sufferer if any. Besides this money 
received for rents and casualties, the widow will be indebted Lady Day 
next 23-07-00 for a Cotage, and closes her husband farmed. when these 
two sums are paid ther will not be much left for the widow. She has a 
desire to be servant again tho she declared she was not able to undergoe 
it before. It is opinion of Physitians that Robts fall was the cause of his 
death, of which he was never wholly recovered; every month, and 
sometimes oftener takeing Physick..... You may easely guess the 
concern I am in, nor can any thing free me, but your own presence, or a 
faithfull person entrusted by you to take the charge upon him. for I am 
incapable to undergo it and if I drop, what a confusion will you[r] 
affrairs be in; haveing non to put my confidence in, all will be exposed 
to rapin and theft which makes me very uneasy till I either see you or 
here from you. The widow is yet in the house haveing not as yet 
disposed of all here household goods, nor horses, but has lett the eatage 
of the closes till Lady Day to others. 


115 (DDEV/56/30 f. 153) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Cambrai, 12 December 1739 


I received your Letters tho of very different dates, allmost at the 
same time, the latter this very day. I am very sorry for the death of 
Robert who I believe may [have] Meant well, tho irregular in his 
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accounts. I am much obliged to you for the great care you have taken 
in securing my due, and if I am a small looser, I must be content. I 
desire you’l be so kind as to find out some one to supply his place, and 
as capable as you can find him. I will give any salary you shall think 
proper from £20 to £30 salary by the year. Its impossible I can think of 
any body myselfe. Just about the same time I lost my Valet de 
Chambre, that had travelled with me for above seven years. This has 
throwen me into such a fitt of the Hipp that I cannot writt you more 
fully than this at present. I was dining with you[r] friend Mr Southcott 
when I received yours this morning. We both desire you’! take care of 
your health and not be too solicitous for my affairs; all will go well, if 
you will only find out by the means of your friends, and Bretheren one 
to succeed to Robt, and we think that will not be a very hard matter to 
do. As you would be uneasy if you did not hear from me immediately, 
I therefore writt this in haste. If you cannot provide such a servant so 
soon as you would, be so kind as to writt a line or two to Mr 
Chorley?*.... [who] will perhaps have it in his power to assist you. 


116 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 91A, 92) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 19 December 1739 


Your Silence to my two last Letters.... is a subject of wonder not 
to me only, but to many more, that you take your affairs so litle to 
heart, and trusts them to management of me who as I have, and do 
declare am uncapable to take any such concern in hand; being an 
undertakeing above my capacity; and suppose I could it is not at all 
proper I should. All that I am capable off is to look over there accounts 
whome you think fit to appoint in Robts place till your returne. There 
are severall who have offered there service as Robert Bullock of Ness,’ > 
but No further than to receive the rents. Mr Lau: Eyre now at Mr 
Dolmans’® of Pocklington recommends his servant, the character he 
gives of him is this. As to his honesty I believe its Equall to any mans in 
England, he writts a good hand, casts accounts very well, knows 
something of Catle, and land, being brought up toit..... I had a letter 
from Mr Mayes to the same purpose, in which he says he would be glad 
to recommend a friend of his, and desires to know if the place was 
disposed on or not. If not what the salary is; but that I could not tell, 
and therefore never answered his, but shall. he says nothing of the 
person; but what I have here writt is the substance of his letter. John 
Young recommends his son, a boy of eighteen years of age. Mr 
Champney of West Raisen a Nephew of his not much older. Wm Young 
once a tennant now a vagabond, who says he can sattel no where came 
here last weeke to offer his service. Infine Tho: Haton your Tennant at 
Acklam would have again the fingering of your Moneys. all these are 


EVERINGHAM ESTATE CORRESPONDENCE 1726-43 121 


pretenders and if you approve of any of them, be pleased to name him, 
and the salary you are willing to allow. In my last I sayd that Robts 
Widow was desirous to be imployed again but I do not think it proper, 
for it is the universall opinion that a good some of money has been 
convey|ed]; and indeed how should it be otherwise since he received it 
not above 10 days before he took his illness; and its thought she only 
pretends to this to blind the eyes of the world. But be that as it will, I 
do not think her a fit servant for you for some reasons I keep to 
myselfe. She keeps the low part of the house, and entertains such with 
her as I do not care to see. Ther is a bill owening to Apoth: Johnson on 
her husbands account which she suppose|s] you will discharge; but in 
answer to that I told her I could do nothing in that case without your 
positive orders, you haveing been extream charitable uppon his account 
in defraying so great charges which amounts to above £50 as I find 
charged in his book besides the 3 guineas I gave the Doctor, and which 
he demanded, who attended him in his last sickness... .. 

Now Sir what I beg at present is that if you do not designe to return 
soon, youll please to nominate one that youll have imployed. I suppose 
it will either be the person of Mr Mayes, or Mr Eyres recommendation, 
and the salary youll please to give.... 

Before the closeing of this | had the favour of yours of the 12 of this 
Instant, and since you have impowered me to hire one in Robts place, I 
do designe to trye the person recommended by Mr Eyre, who besides 
the qualites his Master gives him, is both humble and temperate, and 
therefore after the holydays are over shall go to Pocklington to see if 
we can agree, and lett him know that he is to put his hand to work, and 
not to be an overseer only. You say nothing of your return which is a 
damp upon the spirits. . . 


117 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 93-94) ' 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 22 January 1740 


een I have hired the person I mentioned in my last, recommended 
by Mr Eyre,?” but understanding that he was ingaged in a conjugall 
state (which before was a secret): hired him only by week, to take care 
of affairs and go where business requires till I have your answer whether 
you will imploy any thus engaged in world. He is to have 6s.6d per 
week wages and board wages, hay and grass, without any other 
allowance which is per annum 16-18. Besides your Letter left me in a 
doubt in which you told me to hire one in Robts plaice; Now he being 
in the quality of your Butler and Steward, I could not clearly 
distinguish for which of these you designed him, but do suppose he is 
to act as Robt did, till your returne, or [you] disapprove of his state, 
which I do not like myselfe, as bound to one of a different persuasion. 
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so if you dislike the choice, he may be discharged at every 
weekend..... Your rents comes slowly in. Robt had received only 
£20-1s-6 of Lady Day rent, which sum the widow has accountd for, and 
all other arrears, Since whose death I have recei[v] ed £84-16-9. so ther 
is above £70 in arrears, of the said Lady Day rent, a whole years arrears 
at present, and at Lady [Day] next another half year. Cooks farme is 
turned into your hands again, the tennant that took it, thinks it is too 
much for him, has but few goods to stock it. The barn is gone to ruine, 
all the wood decayed, and must of necessity be rebuilt before harvest; 
the other outhouses are in no better condition. Peter Kiddar who 
married George Harrison widow is so very negligent in keeping up the 
sides of his barn, that the swine, gees and hens has free in and out grass, 
nor does he keep the roof well thatched, so the timber which is very 
good must by such neglects of necessity rot and fall. One end of Robt 
Jones Cottage which Robt had in his hands fell the winter before, and 
nothing done to it since, which I suppose he acquainted you with. Luke 
White who farmes Haton freehold tyth gave it up before Robt dyed, 
unless you'll condescend to some abatement. Thomas Newton|’s] tack 
for Bealby and Haton is out, or whether hell stand to the former 
agrement or not I know not for hes amongst the nonsolvents of Lady 
days rents, when he comes with them he’ll declare his minde. There 
were three men from Houldon yesterday with relation of more people 
incroching upon your liberty of fishing, nor will there be any end of 
this, or many more troubles untill you appear in person; for every one 
seeing that you leave the management of your affairs to very weak 
persons, will make what hand they can. Youll be pleased to order what 
way Cooks barn is to be built, whether with brick or not. There are 
above 60000 brick before hand..... Roberts widow is desirous to 
know if you'll discharge Johnson the Apothicarys bill, its above £7 as I 
think. I am certain of its being £7. She blames me for not paying it, but 
I am not to regard that, nor pay any such sum without your Orders, 
you'll be please[d] to determine this, as allso aboute your servant. .... 


118 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 94-95) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 17 March 1740 


aes Luke whit who farmes of you Hayton freeold tyth paid his 
Lady Day rent 1739 the 29th of the last month, and gave it up, unless 
youl abate £5 per annum. The yearly full rent is £15-17-00 out of 
which the taxes are to be allowed: so that tyth will sink to litle. Tho: 
Newton who paid his Lady Day rent 1739 the 28th of Feb: for Bealby 
and Stortwheat tyth, gave up the formar, but would continue the latter. 
But I told him they must go togither; what he designes to do, I cannot 
determine. There is no fear of letting Stortwheat tyth, but it will be a 
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matter of difficulty to dispose of that of Bealby. I gave you a hint of 
this in my last Letter; as allso of your Tennants of Everingham 
backwardness in paying there rents. George Jackson, Tho: Wright, John 
Smart, Ellen Thackery, Wm Tate will bee three half years in arrears 
Lady Day next. they are daly called upon, but to no effect. Youll loose 
your fishery intirely unless you come home, or take some trusted 
remedy, Every one that has land joyneing to the river fishes now without 
control, and tho you have often recommended that affair to Mr Mayes, 
and Mr Johnsons directions, yet I do not hear they ever meet aboute 
that, or any other relateing to you tho I| had the first promisse again 
and again that he would. For to consult Lawyer Johnson alone about 
this was to no purpose, Since he took up the cudgel against you, and 
favoured the very first intruder. whose ill example has doubtless 
encoraged others. These unjust proceedings and the litle care that is 
taken to prevent them for want of power, and directions, confirmes the 
common opinion of your haveing defected this nation, and that you 
will never return. and what other construction can be made of your 
longe stay abroad when most things turn to your loss. I hope youll 
consider this and make the best of your way home, to retrive what has 
been done amiss, but especially to take in your accounts of so long 
standing, least I drop and none left to give you a just accou[n]t, and 
prevent all underhand dealings; as I am convinced was practiced at, or 
before Robts death..... My Lord Langdale and his son is for parting 
with his estate at Sancton, and as I believe desynes to give you the first 
offer as soon as his steward has drawn up a list of what he has to 
dispose on..... Last week there has been some repairs made at your 
Cottage in Bealby, I take the Tennant to be very poor, an other being 
engaged for the payment of the rent..... 


119 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 153-154) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Cambrai, 31 March 1740 


I am perswaded that I have received all your Letters..... The 
servant you have to provide I only designe for a steward, and looking 
over my affairs of that kind, wherever they happen. The person you 
have taken, if capable of doing this, its all I desire; but must Owen his 
being promissed, or Maried is a great Objection. However you may try 
him, and if he does not answer, may be provideing an other..... I 
would not have you left at home without such assistance. .... 

I approve with you of the dismissing of Robts Widdow. What you 
writt me of her beheaviour upon his death, makes it Necessary. The £50 
charged to my account upon his illness is so large a sum, that I should 
have thought nothing coud have remained to pay..... 

As to the £100 you paid Lord Langdale for the use of Mrs Betty 
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Langdale as you mention, the receit is not at all proper, you have taken. 
I suppose according to my former Letter, wherein I desired you to pay 
Ld Langdale a £100 and take his Note for the same, it was done so, 
more or less for this purpose. Why therefore a receit given to Mrs 
Langdale, who is not mentioned in the Note, its what I do not well 
conceive. In few words this was my intention to Lend Ld Langdale 
£100 for the use of Mrs Betty Langdale as his Lordshipe desired in his 
Letter to me. That his Lordshipe may pay me back the same when he 
pleases, and in what summs he pleases, but for me to have no 
transacting but with himselfe. Pray therefore lett your next receit be 
made to my Lord only, so much in part of a £100 due from his 
Lordshipe to me..... 

feted As to the farme houses, or out houses that want repairing, lett 
them all bee well rebuilt this summer. Give I pray strict orders to your 
new steward to take speciall care that my Tennants do not run in 
arrears. War for them is a harvest, the Landlord paying all the Taxes; at 
least I do:?® therefore they should be the better qualified to pay there 
rents. Lett Champney know as much...... I must desire you will 
search in my closset amongst the deeds where you’! find, perhaps in the 
box or drawer of Acklam an assignement of the Lease of Acklam from 
Wm Heath of Bloomsbury Esqr to Sir Philip Constable.” These Lands 
in Acklam then belonging to the Savoy hospitall in London. I had the 
same in my hands not many days before I left home, and am sure you'll 
find it in the Closet or in some of my Scrutoirs about my Apartment. 
When you have found the same please to writt to Mr Chorley att his 
Chambers in Gray’s Inn, and lett him know as much. He will answer 
your Letter and lett you know if it be necessary for you to send him up 
the same, and by what direction. .... 


120 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 95-97) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 23 April 1740 


Wea As to the servant I hired upon others recommendations I shall 
dismisse, since you object against his state, which I do not approve on 
myselfe, nor ever would have been concerned with him if I had knowen 
it, nor ever has been imployd about any such affairs before. For what 
ever should happen amiss through his ignorance might justly be charged 
upon me for being so easly perswaded to hire one so litle experienced in 
worldly affair[s]. and therefore did upon the receipt [of] yours writt 
to Mr Mayes about one; whose ansquer I have received, but says he has 
none at present in view that he can recommend to you, but had writt to 
one about the matter and promisses to lett me know his answer when 
he getts it, and bids me assure [you] of his best wishes... . . 

Robts Widow is still in the house and like to be till she has gott all 
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her malt sold, and delivered, a commodity in which her husband delt 


We are att present repairing that Cottage which John Baxter formarly 
lived in, and there being no land now belonging to it, the tennant can 
never pretend to keep it, and the Barn in repair with thatch; nor can it 
be of any use to those who come to it, besides the walls of the barn are 
flowen from the timber, and wants both thatching and repairing. If 
therefore you will consent to pull it down it would in great measure 
repair Cook stable and barn, and save you near ten pounds, in brick and 
timber which otherwise will be wanting. Robt discharged the late 
Tennant before he dye[d] upon his letting the house run to ruin. Wm 
Chambers has taken that Cottage for his mother Bridget Chamber now 
very infirme and apprehensive of dyeing without assistance. .... 


The tennants that are behind hand do not want calling upon, but to 
no effect, they seem to be har[de]ned against all admonitions and 
threats, neither fair or foul words can prevail with some. .... 

What authority will you give your New steward when he comes. Is he 
to have an absolute power to gather and keep all rents and Casualties in 
his own hands, and be wholy left to himselfe to act according to his 
own prudence. I Received all Drax, Thorpe, and Acklam rents, which I 
did to ease Robt of the charges of a dinner;'°° and he collected 
Everingham rents and paid them to me when he had some considerable 
sum, and I advanced him moneys as he stood in need for your use as 
you ordred. we went on till the two last years, in which he received all 
the rents which he sayd would give him more authority. But I wish I 
had not done it since it has been a subject of much griefe and trouble to 
me. I may and do bless God that there were effects to answer what was 
due, tho none moneys yet. two days before he dyed he told me I 
should finde all things right. All that I desire is to know if you'll have it 
to go on in [the] same method or not. It is my earnest request to be 
freed from all, but if you think I can be servicable to you, I say with S: 
Martin Non recuso Laborem;'°? but still wish and hope to receive your 
discharge from these worldly affairs... .. 


121 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 97-98) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 10 May 1740 


pak: The chiefe reason of my troubling you with this so soon, are 
the encrochements that others makes upon you|[r] right of fishing at 
Drax. who ever has land adjacent to the river do not only fish, but 
hinders your fishermen from doing the same, and threatens to send for 
a writt if ever they presume to fish any more. About ten days agoe they 
assaulted them, and would have drowened two if they had not made 
there escape into the boate, and sayd they would do the same to you if 
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you were present. upon this the fisherman got a warrant from Mr 
Southeren to bring who made them pay some small satisfaction for the 
assalt, with a promisse never to molest them for the future. The head 
fisherman was here this week to know what he should do if a writt was 
served upon him. to which I answered that if they did not exceed your 
liberty, but keep within your bounds, that he should give 
appearance..... Will you never return home, cannot so many injustices 
put upon you, move you to espouse your right personally which would 
Strick terror into your now insulting adversary, and preferr foreign 
company, before your own interest. I hope you will not take this amiss 
since it proceed from a true zeal for your good. 


122 (DDEV/60/86 f. 98) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 19 May 1740 


My Lord Langdale and his son as I insinuated to you some time agoe 
being resolved to sett to sale all that they have at Sancton gave this 
enclosed account and valuation of the said Estate with a desire to send 
it to you and to give you the first offer, requesting at the same time to 
have your speedy answer, that in case you do not like the proposalls, he 
may the more freely treat with others who has been enquireing about 
it, as Mr Broadley of hull'®? whose estate Joynes to yours at Arras. I 
told the person I had hired that you excepted against a married state, 
upon which he is resolved to leave me this week, being resolved to sett 
up for himselfe. I writt by this post to Mr Mayes to lett him know as 
much, and to hasten a proper servant for that post if he has one in 


123 (DDEV/56/30 f. 155) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS St. Omers, 1 June 1740 


I came down here some days agoe to see my Dr Sister 
Haggerston,'°° and found her ill of a cold. All we that were about her, 
and the Phisitians who attended her foresaw no symtoms of danger. On 
fryday last just as I had been sitting with her at the fire side she called 
upon her servants to put her to bed, and dyed immediately. I hope all 
good Christians will remembers her in there prayers. 

uri I desired to know what Number I had Mares, and Geldings fit 
to carry from eleven or twelve Stone or upwards, if they coud be put in 
condition in two or three months to come over into this country. I have 
been writt to since to know if you have given me any answer. 

I have this to add, to informe what Sum of Money you have in your 
hands more than my occasions at home will require. Do not fail to give 
me, I pray, your speedy answer. 
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124 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 98-99) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, | June 1740 

Yours of June the Ist I received yesterday, and am truely sorry for 
the death of good Mrs Haggerston, for tho her death was not foreseen 
by persons about her, yet she could never dye ill who allways lived well. 
I shall this morning recommend [hl] er to the prayers of the community; 
and could have more effectually done it to others if you had been 
pleased to assigne any thing for that end. 

I am surprized that you have not received mine in answer to yours 
from Cambray...,.. There must be a great neglect in your Agents, 
whether at London or elsewhere I cannot tell. .... 


125 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 155-157) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS St. Omers, 4 July 1740 

I have yours of the 1st of June. ... All yours that pass Mr Wright I 
have sooner or later; but as I [am] moveing constantly they do not com 
to me regularly. This cannot be avoided, so we must be content. 

I shoud be glad to buy the lands offered me by Ld Langdale, and his 
son but they are too high rated, more especially the lease hold. But how 
can I judge at this distance, or how can I informe myselfe without 
haveing time for the same. I woud have you send over for Robt Watson, 
and discourse [with] him there upon to larn what advantages he has to 
propose to me from this purchase. I am before perswaded the lease 
hold, the royalty being part of it, he will say I shoud not Miss, but as 
the same is rerented for so few years, the frequent charge of the renuall 
will eat up all the income. I am glad to hear that Land in Yorkshire 
gives 28 years purchase, for so is rated the Free hold in [the] Schedule 
you sent me. If this bee worth so much that I may suppose lyes 
dispersed in the open feild of Sancton, what price must give inclosed 
farms. I wish I coud sell my whole estate at this rate. This may bee the 
valew of Land [at] this time in England, if it be so, its very much risen 
since I came from home.'°* What answer therefore can I make to my 
Lord. This I own puzzles me especially as I am desired to do that 
immediately. I must writt to Mr Mayes this post upon business of my 
Nephew Sr Carnaby Haggerston, and will desire him after he is 
informed by you of the situation, and nature of there Lands in 
Sancton, that then he will make some Ouvertures to my Lord for the 
purchase. As a guide to Mr Mayes I shall inclose him the paper you sent 
me. I believe he will be as much surprised at the valuation as I am. If it 
be just, I am glad of it, for I shall hence foreward thinke myselfe much 
richer than I thought I was. In the interim you'll be so kind as to give 
my humble service to my Lord, thank him for his kind rememberance 
of an absent Neighbour, and that I have writt to Mr Mayes to treat with 
his Lordship or his agents about his Lands in Sancton. 
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Now Sr after you have discoursed and Weighed well with Robt 
Watson the value, and conveniency of these Lands offered me in 
Sancton you'll be so good as to correspond with Mr Mayes so that he 
may have all sett in a clear light. I shall be directed intirely by him to 
purchase or not. You see how necessary its he should be well informed. 

oe lett all your friends and Neighbours remember my Dr Sister in 
there prayers. Make to each a present of half a guienea. I am sorry you 
have parted with the servant you had hired, before you had another 
provided. This must give you too much trouble, am in hopes it will not 
last long. The servant you hire is purely for a Steward as Champney. His 
appointment £20 per annum. At the first let things go on as you 
mention you ordred them in Robts time. When he knows my affairs 
perfectly he then may have more power to ease you of the trouble you 
are now so kind as to undertake. As to the tythes I woud gladly keep 
up the old rent, for if they are once lowerd it will be hard ever to raise 
them up again. But do any thing rather then keep them in hand. As to 
the Cottage you mention pray let it be done as you propose. Few 
houses and good is what I propose in Everingham. I woud gladly have 
some built in the fields. What will you doe with Bridgett Chambers, if 
her story is true, one woud compassionate her. Act as you 
pleasen ke. how is corn with you, here it has been extreamly dear, but 
is fallen very much by the quantites brought from England.'°* What 
quantites of table linnen, and Sheeting must I buy. It must be only of 
the best sort of both, the midleing, and course sort will not be worth 
theawhilés 2 2x How does the house I covered with red tyle continue in 
repair, does that turn to better account then thatching with straw. Is 
Tom Brown in our Neighbourhood still, does he keep my Courts, as he 
did. I desired him to buy me two or three Acres of Ground in Shipton 
field adjoineing to the closes of Everingham, it woud be a great 
conveniency to me, and no detriment to my Neighbours when paid for, 
I believe it has never been more thought off. 


126 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 157-158) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS St. Omers, 8 July 1740 


Two posts agoe, or there abouts I writt you a long Letter which I 
hope you have received. Mr Mayes will have ere this comes to you the 
inclosed valuation you sent me from Lord Langdale. When you have 
spoke to Robt Watson and have considered well the affair of Sancton, 
be so kind as to writt to Mr Mayes and acquaint with so much. Know of 
him when he thinks to be att York and be sure lett Robt Watson see Mr 
Mayes before he makes any proposall to Ld Langdale; Writing will not 
do this affair so well. I have allso acquainted Mr Mayes with what you 
writt to me about the fishery at Drax, you must sort togither all the 
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writtings belonging to that Lordship, he may perhaps want them for his 
information.'°® I have allso writt to my Nephew Sr Carnaby 
Haggerston that if he wants four of five hundred pounds he may send 
to you for that sum. I conclude you have in your hands more than that 
over and above my demands. You know my Nephews hand writting or 
youl know his servant, so that no mistake can happen. I fancy Ld 
Langdale will chainge his sentiments about the sale of Sancton if his son 
succeeds in his amours. They will have more money then they’! know 
what to do with. Does my Lord want money that he would sell Land, 
or only to buy some where more convenient. I know he continues a 
litle too much inclination to game, but hope he has not exceeded. If I 
have not horses of my own could you buy me up two or three such like 
as I mentioned in my former Letter. Are they dearer now than when I 
left England. As most of our Gentlemen have left over foxhunting, I 
shoud imagine such as I woud have must become cheap. 

We have had in theses Countrys, a most dismall, cold dry summer. 
Everything excessive dear, and very bad. Corn must be cheaper with 
you, for we have a great [deal] here from England, what they call here 
Winter Barley there’l be next to none..... I had a Letter from Mr 
Helmes, He complains he has not heard from you of a long time. He has 
recovered his sore leg, and as gay as ever. He grows covetous, he woud 
not send me a book I writt for, because it cost 16 Livers, about half a 
Guinea. 


127 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 99-102) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 12 July 1740 


Yours of the 4th of July I received as allso that of the 8th..... I 
sent for Robt Watson to larne what I coud off him about the land 
offered to sale. He says it[s] outrated, and thinks £1000 or £100 more 
to be the full value..... 

As to the servant that is gon I did not dismisse him, but would had 
him to have stayed till another came but he would not, as soon as he 
knew you excepted against a married state. He would have been to soft 
as I. thought, nor much experienced in charge he had taken upon him. 
You appoint £20 for the person to be hired, but do not say whether it 
be for his salary, and board wages, or for his salary only; that must be 
distinguaged, and will cause a great difference. I should be glad to be 
quit of all as soon as possible because I am incapable to undergo the 
burthen, and very ignorant in worldly affairs. 

As to Bridget Chamers I am satisfied her Story is true, and her 
condition deserves compassion; and her Br Ed: Lawson would come 
and live with her for the good of his soul, but would have [us] build 
him a litle room to it, [and] says he would be at part charge. at first he 
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only desired to have a chimney in the Parlour, of which he promissed to 
pay the workmen, to which I condescended in hops to save a soul, I 
doubt he has been an outlyer some time, but as to building a chamber I 
shall not interfer without [y] our orders. He allso desires the Barn may 
stand, because he thinks he may stand in need of it. he is able to keep it 
mrepait 4 24 


As to the improvement of the Carr Closes I think they are not much 
if any thing improved. Turner letts the drayn grow up; and the same is 
to be said in the far part of the Carr... .. Robt Watson scarce ever sees 
me, but he offers to pay £500 of the morgage money; which [he] woud 
have gladly done eight or nine years agoe. even the day after he was 
with me here [he] writ to me to desire you to take in that sum at 
Michaelmass next. The Morgage Deeds are in your Closset, and [I] 
believe he has discharged all other debts but yours. .... I shall have all 
the writtings belonging to Drax fishery in readyness with the survey 
you mention..... I expect to pay Tho: Watson upwards of £200 this 
week for you[r] proper use, as soon as I hear from Mr Wright [that he] 
has received it. but that will not at all hinder Sr Carniby Haggerston 
from haveing the sum you offer him, tho it was more. The youngest 
Elmes are the layers that came from Scorbrough, all planted out, one 
where or other saveing a few small ones in the Garden not worth taken 
HOtICe GIT. 5.2 The house covered with red tyle continues in good 
repair, but wether it turns to better account then thatching with straw I 
cannot determine. Tom Brown lives at Howdon, keeps your court, and 
will do his best to buy you two or three acres of ground where you 
direct. 


I writ last post to Mr Mayes again to give me a week wa[r] ning if he 
could, when he would be at York, but said nothing of Robt Watsons 
opinion about Sancton because you require he should see Mr Mayes 
before he make any proposall to Ld Langdale: but know not the reason 
of his parting with it; nor if horses be dearer than when you left 
home.5 04, A great part of North Cave is layd in ashes, by a servant 
shouting a gun in a barn. 19 dwelling houses, besides the out houses 
burnt to the ground, a woman and three children burn[t] tho it was at 
midday. The justices of the peace has taken this into consideration, and 
ordred a collection to be made throughout the East riding... . . Daniel 
Decow, and his sister has lett all the outhouses goe down, and even the 
dwelling house too in great measure, which we are repairing and 
building; some from the ground. he built before his death a stone bridge 
going up to his house on the high road, for which he brought in a bill of 
£6 odd moneys but I refused to pay it without your orders, and I think 
it’ll be no injustice of his Exequitrix is never paid, since there neglect 
will cost you the double sum... .. oF 
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128 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 102-103) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 20 August 1740 


I have not heard from Mr Mayes whether he has received your Letter 
you mentioned you woud writt to him about Sancton and the fishery. 
if he had he woud certainly have lett me know to have shewed him the 
writtings concerning the latter, and appointed a time to discourse 
[with] Robt Watson about the former..... On the 18th Sir Carneby 
Haggerston called here in his way to Holme, and received himselfe the 
£500 for which he gave me his Note and signed that bill you drew upon 
me. he is returned to York, but his Lady is yet at Holme. I am still 
without a steward which is a great trouble, and vexation to me, 
especially since John has litle knowledge of affairs: and to an addition 
of my concerns the maid servant that Mr Champney hired went away 
last week preferring a marryed state, and a very mean Cottage some five 
mills off before your service, and a very good house. I have gott another 
I hope as honest as ever you had, well recommended, and has been 
Chambermaid in very good places, as att Sir Edward Gascoigns and Ld 
Langdales from which latter place I had her. She knows litle or nothing 
of Cookery but does not trouble me, since you say you will bring one 
with you, the sooner the better, for you may believe that I am very 
uneasy from the apprehensions of death in your abscence least your 
moneys and accounts come into strange hands, they may neither do 
you nor me justice; in sickness and danger whome am I to apply 
BO eee As to the barn I mentioned before to be pulled down and you 
concented to it, [it] is yet standing because it being built for the most 
part of half bricks there would be much waist, and because Edmd 
Lawson promisses to advance 10s more rent per annum for that Cottage 
provide[d] it be suffered to stand; You may take it a way when you 
please, and will answer as well then as now. Your Tennants are very 
backward with there rents...... My Lady Langdale tells me Gaunt is 
the best place for Sheeting, Courtray for table Linnen. But if you are 
resolved to stay on that side of sea, as it is generally believed, and 
wagers depending upon it, I do not see any necessity of buying either, 
since common sheeting fit for the house may be had nigher hand; and 
perhaps as cheap if all was considered. .... 


129 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 103-104) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 11 October 1740 


I have not heard from Mr Mayes concering any thing you 
recommended to him. Lord Langdale is impetient of delay, and in all 
probability will offer Sancton to Mr Broadley of Hull, who is 
enquireing after it, or will putt it to publick sale but why he knows 
best. Robt Watson paid his Interest moneys the 22 of Sept: complains 
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heavaly of your refuseing to take in part of the principall whereby all 
the profit he proposed to have gaind is allready sunk, and considerable 
more. His sun said they would be forced to sell it again, and not to be 
tyed to so high interest. Since they can have moneys at a cheaper rate 
he hoped and expected you would have called in £1000 or at least 
£500, It being allmost ten years since they gave notice of paying the 
latier som. i”... =: The delapidation of Daniel Decows farme is 
greate. The house it selfe tho repaired eight years agoe, was very 
ruinous; and took a great deal of repairing, the outhouses past repaire, 
and new ones of brick built from the ground [so] that the charge is 
very great. John Smith brought in a bill of £20 for brick lime and other 
materialls which he would have allowed, and had, but with condition 
that he was to refound what ever you should think good. If the 
buildings had fallen to ruin by his fault, he supposed nothing would be 
allowed, but since it was before his time, he judges it hard to be charged 
with any part of the expences. he gave the workmen there table all the 
time. I had before paid the wright, bricklayer, and for iron work 
14-04-04 and I know the bricklayer will want something more, From 
this you may guess how dear Tennants neglect will cost you. Wm 
Cook[’s| barn and stable are finished all to thatching. John Mell is very 
importune to have his house built, not knowing how to gett this winter 
over with safty, He says you would have done it before, but then he 
was not willing. There are not brick enough to build a new house, so 
must make some next spring, there being allways need for some use or 


130 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 113-114) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 28 October 1740 


Last week I went to York with Robt Watson to meet Mr Mayes that 
the former might give the latter all the information he could about 
Sancton but both concluded it to be much over prised, and since My 
Ld, and his son was positive in the valuation sent to you, Mr Mayes did 
not think fit to make any proposall, so that affair dropt. 

I carryed with me the writtings concerning Drax fishery, and left 
them in his custody, because he said he should want them if any writts 
were to be issued out against intruders and disturbers of your fishery, as 
allso the survey mentioned in your Letter... .. 

He tells me he has gott a proper Steward for you, He proposed three, 
first a Gentleman who had run through a good estate, second had the 
character of a good Logician, but had litle or no experience in worldly 
affairs, the third a person brought up in country affairs, born at 
Netherwitton or there abouts, whose uncle (as I understood Mr Mayes) 
had the Management of Mr Thornetons estate; this latter we agreed 
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upon but the time of his comeing was not mentioned, which I suppose, 
and hope will be soon. I hear he is to have £20 Salary, and £10 board 
wages, and therefore desire to know whether he is to finde his own fire 
or not; for that is a great article in my disbursements amounting to near 
upon £20 not above a pound short since the time you went from home. 
No doubt but you have given Mr Mayes what you expect from him, and 
what he is to do. 

See: Your Tennants of Everingham have made a very good fence 
and drain against Bealbey, which will trye the best hunters, but few 
comes this way: Bealbey has likewise begun to fence against 
Everingham but when that will be finished is uncertain, they go slowly 
on; wheras Everingham finished thers in less then 20 days time because 
they hired hands from other places. There was a complant before the 
court of many keeping there swine unrunge and they who were to bring 
in the faulty either durs or would, not, whereupon I desired Mr Brown 
to put into the Court roles a penalty of a penny for every swine which 
should be found unrunge with power for the officers to distrain in case 
of default to which all agreed at Court, at least the Majority. Yet many 
since that, are found trespassers and these the chief tennants abselutely 
refuse to pay the fine, and which is worse James Cade, and I belive 
Henry Harrison too took the pown the officers seized for non payment, 
by open force from them, and they are for giveing up there places, so 
all must go at random, unless you interpose your authority. 

Peter Kidder who married George Harrisons widdow letts his barn 
and out house go to ruin, has not as yet paid all his Michaelmass rents 
for them. Richard Brathweat desires to have leave to plough some part 
of litle Pasture, and of Lesicars..... 


131 (DDEV/60/86 f. 114) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 12 December 1740 


me at No appearance of the new steward, none to look after the day 
labourers, or to take due care of the grounds wood and fences as they 
should be. The bylaw men will not execute there office upon the 
account of the tennants trespassers refuseing to pay a penny a head for 
every swine found unrung. Henry Harrison and Peter Keeder: who 
farms the Old flats, has lett them to people of Weighton, [so] that 
being stratned for food pasturage for there goods, has brought them 
into three garths which being insufficient to support them, breaks daly 
into your plantations, to the damage of the Quickwood. to fence that 
which lyes against Harrison five or six men has been imployed all this 
week; because its your own fence; but as for Keeder he refuses to make 
up his; he offers to be at halfe charge, but that I cannot consent too 
because as I am told you expected the Tennant should do it. They 
make strange havock of the underwood in the Old flats. Besides Keeder 
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is £4-15 in arrears of his Michaelmass rents 1739. nothing to be had 
beyond promisses and these put off from time to time. Tho: Wright is 
in the same Predicament. he has but few goods, and certainly very few 
since he has sold a hay stack, a very special commodity this year, but 
not as yet taken away. The purchase is eight pound which the seller 
promisses to bring for his rent, if credit can be given, and have charged 
the purchaser not to pay him without my knowledge, being one of your 
Tennants at Thorp..... Its above a year since I either heard from or 
saw Champney..... 


132 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 158-159) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Cambrai, 10 January 1741 
By the date of this Letter you’! see I am returned to your friends. I 

came here a litle before Christmass holy days, and shall stay here till I 
have your answer to this, and one I have writt this very post to my 
Nephew Sr Carnaby Haggerston. Immediately after I shall go to Paris. 

rst in I am glad Mr Mayes and you have at last meett. It is what you 
long wished for. I was sure he would find my Lord Langdales proposall 
out of all reason. Land will fall to its antient valew. As long as we are in 
war and Taxes high. I hope the servant mentioned is now with you. I 
woud have you imploy him in the same way you did Robt at the first, 
and as you find him more capable, you may give him more power. His 
salary and board wages I think are fully sufficient to provide himselfe 
with every thing; but as at distance I can judge of no one fact well, I 
leave it intirely to your discression, and what you do shall approve 
ee 

As [to] what you writte about the trespasses, and nonObedience to 
the Court, if my Tennants refuse this lett them be punished as far as 
possible it can be carried. Give my service to Mr Brown and tell him I 
hope he will not pardon the least offence that is committed against the 
authority of the Court, and to endeavour to keep every thing more 
regular then if I was at home. Pray ask him if I shall be ever able to gett 
a couple of Acres in Shipton field as I have before desired. What 
number of young trees have you of Oak, Ash, and Elme. I hope you 
keep them going on; one age after an other to a large Number. The new 
Intack so well advanced that I hope nothing fails there from year to 
year as when planted. One thing more and then adieu for this time. 
That you will give, strict Orders to all concerned for me not to lett my 
Tennants go more behind with rents, than the indulgence granted them 
upon my own accord. That you will give the same Orders to keep in 
good repair there houses, barnes etc. If I should take away the house of 
Harrison, I mean that next to the new Intack, where coud I sett it as 
convenient for the tennant as where it now is. A happy new year to you 
and all friends. . . . Is Thorpe now cover for Foxes. 
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133 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 114, 117-118) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 7 January 1741 

After the compliments usuall at this time, and with the wishes of 
your health and happyness many succeeding years, I thought fitt to 
send you the inclosed under Mr Mayses own hand being his own request 
to give you an account of it, from which youll see how you are like to 
be served, since the Person recommended is the very man that has run 
through his own estate as Mr Mayes told me, and at our last meeting at 
York was so far from giveing him any commendations, as to think him 
an improper [person] to manage your affairs, who made so great 
consumption of his own. He said indeed that now want had made him 
sensible of his oversight and folly, and perhaps had wrought a perfect 
reformation in him; But since you are the only person concerned here, 
you'll be pleased to give your sentiments about him, as soon as this 
comes to your hand, and what salary and boardwage youll allow him. 
For I suppose Mr Mayse will act no more in this case, till you have 
determined this. I know nothing of the person, he may be deserveing, 
but I look upon it as my duty to give you all the information I can; and 
if I did not do it, I should be blamable, and justly taxed with the 
foulest ingratuity. what has induced Mr Mayes to alter his opinion so 
soon, I do not know. But be that as it will you cannot think that John 
Catton and I are in a capacity to take care of your concerns, which very 
much requires a judicious and experienced person in worldly affairs; 
which never more required one of the best qualification than at this 
time, when Tennants are so backwardly in dischargeing there rents and 
extreamly careless of there buildings, that I am of opinion that the 
repaireing and rebuilding some tenniments, is an encouragement to 
others to lett theres run to ruin, in hopes of a like favour. John Turner 
is dangerously ill, and if he dyes, must order John to seise upon all, and 
doubt much if all his effects will answer, for he is not only engaged for 
his own farme, but that allso of Wm Cooks, which he took of Robt for 
a Nephew and his wifes. Att Lady Day next he is for each farme 3 halfe 
years in arrears, as a great many more are. What is to be done for tho all 
sort of grain give extravigant prices, yet goods gives nothing, and scarce 
will go of at any rate, there being no fother in the Contry every one 
being apprehensive of want. To distraine there goods is [to] no purpose 
since we have not hay to keep them with; [that] would intirely break 
them up, and the Land [would] be left untilled..... Peter Kidder will 
not make up the fence between his Garth and the Intack, so you'll be 
forced to be at that charge yourselfe to preserve your wood..... 


134 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 118-119) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 15 January 1741 


I had the favour of your Letter of the 10th of Jan: the same day 
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according to our stile, in which you suppose one of yours in July last 
miscarried: but I acknowledge[d] the receipt of two from you that 
month, the one not relating in your last to what you writt in yours of 
the 10th of Jan: as to the other I answered every particular..... so I 
may have more reason to suspect that mine to you has miscarried. .... 

bs Fa no steward is come as yet, nor like to come, unless you 
approve of the person last recommended by Mr Mayes; one you must 
have, and soon too, for I am not able to strugle with the difficulties 
now on foot, arriseing from the death of John turner who at Lady Day 
will be a year and a halfe in arrears of rent, besides a great deal more he 
is indebted to others. I got Mr Champney who came here last night to 
take an account of his horses and beasts. She promisses to pay in a 
month or six weeks time a half a years rent, and the rest as soon as her 
goods are in a condition to sell; being far from it at present. She desires 
to continue the old farme, and butler Ings, but has given up Leys Garth, 
all the Carr Closes and his two parts in Low Ings. I am allmost certain 
that none of your Everingham Tenants will rent the Carrclose, unless 
Tho: Burton take some small part of them, what is to be done with 
them, nor do I believe your joint farmers of Low Ings will take in his 
part. There’l be nothing but confusion unless you gett a capable person 
to manage your affairs. 

ew John Mell is still importune to have his house rebuilt, and if it 
is not will (as he says) quit the town. I have often spook to Mr Brown 
about two Acres of ground in Shipton field, next to horsewell closes, 
and he allways promised to do his endeavours. I have sent to him to 
desire him to call the first time he comes this way, going most every 
week to Weighton, and then shall renew your request and communicate 
unto him your orders about the Court, and trespassers. .... 


135 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 119-120) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 3 February 1741 


Mr Brown according to my desire called here and I read to him what 
you required of him ingard of the authority of the court, and [he] 
promissed to exert his endeavours to keep it up. I allso put him in mind 
of the two acres of ground you desire to purchace in Shipton field, 
adjoyneing to your Closes, and [he] told me he had neither forgott nor 
neglected that, and that his sister Butterfield (so cald if I am not 
mistaken) was now in minde of selling her house and lands in Shipton 
POSIHED, 2. 5 So you may consider of it and send your orders, about it, 
and what sum you are willing to lay out. He promisses to be here soon 
again to compell the refractory to the laws of the Court. Tho: Burton 
would take the two first closes next to the new Close, and one of 
Holme the other two, but then must be at the charge of stooping and 
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railing them. No one yett puts in for the Paddock Spring nor the two 
grimes hills... .. John goes about to summonce in the arrears of rents 
but to no purpose, all the answer is they will pay as soon as they gett it. 
So if you will not come home nor appoint a steward who can, and will 
hold them to there duty, you are like to come up a great looser....... 

Our generall Meeting beyond seas'°” being this year I desire to know 
whether you approve of my goeing or not that I may order your affairs 
to my best capacity that you may suffer no damage by my abscence. 
Your answer to this is desired as soon as possible. 


136 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 160-161) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Cambrai, 13 March 1741 


I have yours of the 7th, and 15th of January. I approve very well of 
the reasons you gave for not accepting the person recommended in Mr 
Mayes Letter. I am sure I will have so much regard to myselfe as not to 
take one to conduct my affairs, that has managed his own so ill. Men of 
business are the very last we shoud apply to do us any kindness out of 
there sphere. I have writt lately to Mr Thornton of Haggerston'!° to 
see if he can assist us. Its my thought if there be any one of that side of 
the Country fit for our purpose he will know it. I mentioned in my 
Letter, I woud give him a salary of £20 per annum, a running for a 
horse and board wages to my return. To hasten this matter I think I 
desired Mr Thornton he woud writt to you, but for greater security, 
you may attack him. You'll find him an agreeable, and much amusing 
Correspondent. | am sorry you meet with so much trouble upon my 
account. It was never designed you when I left home. You have this 
pleasure, when you reflect that will make you amends for all your 
trouble. What woud have been my situation in case Robin had been an 
object at my leaving home fit to have been imployed. Nothing but 
confusion, and the loss of my half rents. I am most sensible you must 
be extreamly uneasy. Therefore lett us seek for a remedy. Make all the 
enquiry possible inter amicos. I shall writ to several. I hope by one or 
other, we shall arrive at our Cub. 

Your Freinds are very desirous to see you here this summer, and as I 
am confident it will contribute to your health, I hope you will contrive 
so, as to give them that satisfaction. You will pass London, if so, I shall 
have many commissions for you. Lett me have your resolution as soon 
as possible that I may give orders to have all in readiness for you against 
your being in town. 

ey When my Lord Burlington was last in our Country, there was 
with him a particular friend of mine. I had a Letter from him the other 
day in which he writts me word my Lord is makeing a new road up to 
his house, but cannot finish that without passing through my ground. 
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My Ld requests that favour either by sale or exchange. The first, I never 
shall be induced to, the latter it may bee. Pray lett me know without 
takeing notice of this Letter to any one, what grounds of mine its to go 
over, and where to joyne the great road. The servant that assists you 
must not be the party you inquire of. You must allso assure me 
whether its an Avenue, only, or the general road to Lonsbrough..... 


137 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 120, 179-180) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 15 March 1741 


You have here a dismall account of the fruit trees in both Gardens, I 
mean the Apricock, peaches, and necterns; in both the greatest part of 
them, being killed either by the severity of the last winter, and the 
beginning of this, or perished of themselves, that the walls are very bare 
Of (res. .<25: 

The Tenna[n]t that succeeded George Harrison doing much damage 
in the intack Plantation, I got a good fence made against him, knowing 
[that] cheaper then to remove the house as you hinted at. Hes a tricky 
fellow. I wish you were quit of him. I order John to take an account of 
his quick goods least he dispose of them, and slip off. I am at a stand 
what to do, there being others in the town, as backward as he, and to 
destrain upon him, and not the rest would be partiality; tho he is not to 
be trusted, and if he stands this year that will be all... .. 

On the 16th of this present I had the honour of your Letter of 13th 
and am glad you have applyed to some others about a Steward 
especially to Mr Thornton whom I am perswaded will be active and do 
his best, but I have not heard from him, and [if] I do not soon, he shall 
hear from me. If Tennants were punctuall in paying there rents, and 
carefull in keeping there houses in good repair; there would be litle 
difficulty, but since they are deficient in both, its tedious, and 
troublesome to be harping upon the same string but what my greatest 
trouble is the uncertainty of my death, that I have none to confide in, 
or lett into the Secrecy of your affairs, and if [I] should drop, before 
you gett a steward perhaps justice may neither be done to you nor me: 
and besides he’ll s[t] and in need for a time of my assistance to give him 
some insight to your affairs. 

Since I have you[r] consent to take an oversea journey, I am 
resolved to undertake it, if God be pleased to continue my state of 
health, and take London in my way..... Your ground my Lord 
Burlington requests to bring his road through are two closes in 
TRACED ..45..+ not to be a general road to Lonsbrough, but only for his 
Lordshipe and keept lockd. I writt to Mr Brown concerning the Lands 
in Shipton, but his answer was that he could not resolve your queries 
till he had spock with his sister or her son in law... .. 
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138 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 180-181) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 5 May 1741 


Sioa ae Mr Broadley of Hull has purchased Sancton, but at what rate I 
know not. I wish he may prove a good neighbour. I hear the tennants 
are for quitting that place on account of the frequent renewing of there 


I have had two letters from Mr Thornton of Haggerston, and he has 
had three of mine. He has recommended a person, and the character he 
gives him is this in his own words. I believe him very honest, writts a 
good hand, casts account[s], and has some insight in Country business, 
being breed to it when a youth, is tractable, and well tempered, a 
simple man, and midle agd. this much Mr Thornton. by a simple man I 
suppose he means a humble man willing to take advice, for I do not 
think he woud recommend a simpleton but lett his meaning be what it 
will, since he judges him a proper servant for you, I have writt this post 
to send him away. He is at present Sir Carnaby Haggerstons butler, a 
Lancashire man. You stand in great need of a Steward for some of your 
Tennants do what they please; Robt Deans servant has not only cut 
down oake boughs at the side of the Park, but allso cut severall other 
Siplings in Intack plantation, thick enough for hedge staks, and put 
them to that use, after the time for cuting wood so these will never 
spring again. There was as much underwood cut in that place in January 
as was sufficient to make up all your fences, and that new fence alonge 
the Intack. But if tennants take at there own pleasure, there is no 
thinking to improve any plantation. The Tennant that is upon George 
Harrison[’s] farme will not make up the part of his fence against 
Blackburn Garth, that tho you have been at the charges of make[ing] a 
fence against his garths, yet he will not make up that small part, that his 
goods may have the liberty to trespass in the Intack. He has two swine 
daly in it, letts all his houses go to ruine, litle thatch upon his barn, and 
the outshot fallen; Neither he nor Robt dean has paid any thing of 
there Lady Day rents 1740. So att Michaelmass next they’ll be two 
years in arrears. I am perswaded the first cannot stand long, and there 
can be no prospect of getting clear with him but by distreining of all his 
goods, and crop att Michaelmass next, if he does not in the interim 
come equall with his neighbours; he is a trickey fellow... .. 


139 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 161-162) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Brussells, 7 June 1741 


I have been obliged to go down as far as Holland, so that your Letter 
dated March 15th I had but yesterday. I do not wonder att the loss of 
your fruit trees, for we have had nothing but cold Northerly winds for 
these four months last past, and frost, snow, and hail, as in the middle 
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of Winter. I passed this noble City the 12th of the last Month, and 
measured Ice that morning in the street an inch and a half thick. At this 
time the Country notwithstanding makes a fine show, and promisses 
plenty of fourage and corn of all kinds. Every thing here is much 
cheaper than with you, by all the accounts I hear; but if you have had 
our late rains, | hope you are equall with us. 

Nothing can be more agreeable than to hear what you have planted 
ie You must choose a Mare for Mr Thornton, that you 
judge the most proper for his use to carry him on the road. If she be 7, 
or 8 years old, she bee the better for him, provided she is not 
miste[a]ched, and has not had foals. I writt to him this post, and told 
him you woud have Mare or Gelding for him when he shoud meet with 
an opportunity to send to Everingham for the same. I suppose he has 
provided you with a servant, and that the same is now with you at 
Everingham. Come over and make your tour. Chainge of air, and 
dissipation will do you good. 

You must seek out and find if possible the Counterpart of the last 
Lease of Acklam made in the Name of William Heath Esqr, and the said 
William Heaths Assignment of the said Lease to Sr Philip Constable. 
These were both in the Closet, and if I remember well on paper, and 
not on parchment. When, or what Month do you leave Everingham. 
Send up these two deeds as soon as possible. Turn of[f] the Tennant 
that did harm to my plantation without delay. 


140 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 181-182) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 14 June 1741 


I had the honour of yours of the 7th of June..... I have taken the 
Coach for the 6th of July, and hope to sett out for London that Day. 
and shall carry the Deeds you mention with me..... Before I sett out I 


shall make up my accounts of Disbursements to the first of July 1741 
but of my receipts to Lady Day only: because I shall deliver to him!!! 
all the last Lady day rents and casualities I have received that there may 
be no confusion between us, but he answerable for the whole half year. 
I gave him £10 at his first comeing to pay Labourers wage. It was not 
the Tennant that did harm to your Plantation, but his servant and the 
Tennant protests that he knew nothing of it, and that the servant did it 
out of his own head which does not look probable. but cannot be 
turned off till Lady Day next. The bricklayer is pointing the roof of the 
house which stands in great need of it... .. 


141 (DDEV/56/30 f. 162) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Douai, 9 October 1741 


I have been taken by an Ague, but am now very well recoverd. your 
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Freinds have heard nothing from you here, since you left London by 
Post. I desire you will give credit to Mr John Howard for the Summ of 
£300 till the 6th of March next, att which time I hope you’! be able 
conveniently to pay my Nephew Sr Carnaby Haggerston £800. You’! 
take such a receipt of Mr Howard as is proper for me to have incase of 
Mortality. its for the use of your friends in this place. 


142 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 182, 121) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 20 October 1741 


In my returne from London to York I had the misfortune to be 
overturned in a chair at Parlington''? upon the pavement, broke my 
right arme, brused my shoulder so much that I have had no use of the 
arme, not able to move it, but by the help of the other, and with much 
pain, nor coud I writt, the whole arme from the shoulder to my finger 
ends being so much swelld, and nummed; and to the encrease of my 
misfortune at three weeks and before I reached Everingham was taken 
with a quartane ague, which has weakened me much, but by the benefit 
of the bark its stopt at present, and hope it will returne no more. This 
the real, and true reason of my silence which I hope will plead my 
excuse, and find acceptance with your goodness and what I now writt is 
with pain. nor can I get dress[ed] and undress[ed| without help; and 
tho the swelling of [the] arme be much abated, and [I] have some 
more use of it, yet I think I shall never perfectly recover the strenth of 
Sea 


143 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 162-164) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Cambrai, 16 December 1741 


I was truely concerned at your Misfortune, and tho I was then 
amongst your friends, I never knew the least syllable till my arrivall 
here. I came from St Amand back to Douay where I and two of my 
servants fell all ill of the feavour at the same time. I had the good 
fortune to take up my quarter at your house, where I was confined a 
whole month. I am now perfectly recovered, and hope your next will 
confirme the well wishes of your friends here, that its the same with 
you. I shall stay here, and some times at Doway till after the holy days 
and so to Paris for the rest of Winter. 

As to the affaire of Mr Mannock'!* you have made a mistake of a 
whole year. I have to pay between this Christmass and the Next, 
£1500-00-00 that what I would pay him for his disposall, should take 
place after this payment is over. The great regard I have for that 
Gentleman makes me willing to begin sooner, tho it be inconvenient to 
myself. Be so kind therefore as to keep togither the payments Mrs 
Betty Langdale makes you, from the receipt of this till you raise ten 
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pounds, then order that sum to be paid to Mr Mannock. After the next 
year is over I will pay him £20 more. Give my service to him and desire 
him to imploy the same to the use he mentions in his kind Letter to 
me. 

The intake must be first finished before any more is begun. If this is 
all you can do this winter, and spring we must be contented. I can judge 
of nothing at this distance. .... 

As to the affaire of Shipton that is what I woud have, six, seven, or 
eight Acres of ground joyning to Everingham Closes extending from 
Thorpe ground to the Beck. Imploy your best thoughts to come at this, 
and [that] is all I want. I am sorry the two Mares are sold, and by your 
discription of them, I should have thought they would have raised £40. 
The other two must have been mean cattle..... The charity I give this 
year must be disposed of by Mr Mannock. as soon as he has had £30 
you shall distribute the same as before. you are to pay for my Nephews 
use £800 on the 6th of March next. Mr Howard gives me his word and _ 
honour the £300 shall be repaid you for that time..... As soon as ever 
I come over Robt Watson shall have liberty to pay in his money as is 
most convenient to him. I desire him to do nothing till then. I find by 
Johns list of my horses that the far greatest number are female. These 
will be of no use to me, except to supply the place of the brood that 
are growing old..... 

What is your stock of seedlings or young trees. have you tryed 
Beach, and Chestnut. The best trees is allso the best underwood. In this 
country they plant Oak six, or seven foot high drawen out so from 
there woods, and they do extreemly well. How easily coud I fill my 
Park with Oak and at what litle expence, if they woud thrive so with us, 
in this way of planting. All about Antwerp the country is sandy barren 
ground, yet I never saw Oakes grow better, and all planted in the 
manner I here mention. No Nurserys in those parts for Oak. all drawen 
from woods that are planted..... How does Draper go on with his 
hunting. Is he reconciled to you again. Suppose you should make him a 
present of half your Parmesan cheese, he and I used to deal much in 
tostd cheese. I think it will be too dry before you can consume it all. I 
leave this intirely to your discression. ... All well at Douay. Southcoat 
grow|s| Whimsicall upon his blindness. 


144 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 122-123) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 21 December 1741 


jen Your goods which some time has laid att London are arrived 
to Hull upon news wereoff your servant went thither to see and consult 
with Alderman Perrott which was the best and safest way to bring them 
home. and [it] was concluded by water as far as Cottingworth, because 
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there are one or two Cases so large that they cannot be put into the 
waggon body, but must be layd upon the Shelvings which upon narrow 
way might easly overturn the wagon, and damage the goods: besides 
there is about three miles of deep clay lanes on this side of Hull that it 
was thought impractable to bring them by Land carriage: they are yet 
at Hull, and will be there to the next Spring tydes.... Are they to be 
open[ed] out or remain in the cases till you returne, I have writt to Mr 
Wright to know if he had any instructions about them. In the interim 
they shall be layd in the Parlour and a fire made once or twice a 
weeks, The wall of the lime house is flowen from the roofe about 
half a foot at the gavel end, but not knowing whether you will have it 
repaird, or pulld down at your returne, have gott a prop sett to secure it 
from falling for the present. John Mells house is in very ruinous 
[condition], nor is it possible it should stand any time longer. the last 
week he and family were forced to take shelter in there Neighbours 
house at 12 0 clock at night. He refuses to lead bricks as haveing no 
carriage. What is to be done in that case. .... 

Your Tennants in Everingham seems to be resolved to ruin one 
another, they cannot agree about there fences, which has layd down till 
within this week, if indeed they be made up as yet, so that goods has 
done considerable damage to the winter corn..... 

I defferd sending this letter some days after the date hereoff, 
because having advise of your goods being safely arrived at hull and 
from thence to Bubwith, I would not send this till I could give a certain 
account of them, and to appearance they are all safe, and received no 
damage, we gott them home the 22 of Dec:'!* and have put them into 
the Parlour, and a fire made once or twice a week till further order. I 
writt to Mr Wright to know if he had any instructions whether they 
were to be taken out of the Cases or not, and the answer I had was to 
take out the pictures, and keep them in some dry and airey place which 
I shall do. I make choice of the Parlour because they are often goeing 
into the Hall to look at the Clock. 

Your Tennants of Everingham are very backward in paying there 
Lady day rents, and such as has best farms, as Henry Harrison, Peter 
Kedar, who married his Brothers widow, and many more. Tate thinks 
to pay no more rent for his house, because out of the Moneys you 
allowd poor Catholiks I paid out . . . his share, he has nothing but house 
and garth. The house cannot stand long, for there is never any fire 
keept in it, and the thatching not proof against rain. 


145 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 123-124) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 8 January 1742 


I had your Honours of the 16th of Dec: and am glad that you are 
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perfectly recovered, I wish I could say the same for tho I have had no 
return of the Ague, yet I have often grumblings of it, and gather but 
strenth slowly in my arme and shoulder; nor can I expect at my age to 
have a th[o] rough cure; Gods will be done, my days declines fast..... 
I shall....keep Mrs Betty Langdales payments togither, till I receive 
£10 which will be a halfe year first... .. In an other part of your Letter 
you assigne the £10 Charity you give to your poor Cath: Tennants to 
the same use, if so the £10 will be sooner paid, for they have only had 
since Lady Day last £2-00-00..... As to lands in Shipton, I shall desire 
some to enquire about them, but there being so many other freeholders 
it will be hard to come to such a quantity without paying an 
extravigant price. 2: To whom is the £800 to be payd for Sir Carnaby 
Haggerstons use, you may be sure it shall be answered (if no misfortune 
happen and Mr Howard keeps his word) against the day named, tho 
your Tennants are very backward in there rents; no admonitions, no 
threatenings can have any effect upon them. But I wonder above all at 
Wm Hutton who is upon Tho: Smiths farme at Thorpe, has no charge, 
yet has not payd his Ladyday rent. I have writt to Robt Watson what 
you ordred about his payment of moneys; but has heard nothing from 


In my last when I gave you an account of your cases of goods being 
come, there was the onely one case opend out, which was open before it 
came here. But perceive the damage to be greater than I first 
apprehended. for in this case there were two large prophain pictures, 
and the liquor that came from the firken of sope piercd the case and 
fell upon the outside of the pictures: and has raised the paint, but 
besides that, the books falling between the pictures has scratched 
seve[ra]1 places that I can discover when I look at the back part of the 
picture towards the light places where the paint is rubbed off. The 
other has not received so much damage, all the other cases of pictures 
and books are opned, and are in the two parlours, and a fire frequently 
made in them. Besides the two pictures mentioned, there are two more 
about a foot and a half longe, and a foot broad, as I take spoilt, and 
attribute to there being ill packed up. There are 3 more cases not 
opned, suppose them to be marbles, one in forme of a table, the two 
others triangule. There is allso a small effigies of wood coloured red 
which was packed betwen the marble heads, the breast of which is 
brock; but that may be mended. 


Mr Draper is as great a Sportsman as ever..... I should be glad to 
make him a present of a half of a Parmesan cheese but I have none, nor 
are any to be found amongst your cases of goods, yet I thank you as 
much as if I received one. 


EVERINGHAM ESTATE CORRESPONDENCE 1726-43 145 


146 (DDEV/56/30 f. 164) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Dunkirk, 21 February 1742 


Your Letter of the 16th of November I received but last week, and 
only one more since I saw you at Douay. I have writt to you severall 
times, and my last a very long one, dated as most of the rest from 
Cambray. 

By Mr Chorleys Letter I find you have not sent up all the deeds 
belonging to Robt Watsons Morgage which you know is for £2500, and 
for which you have received Interest at five per Cent, amounting to 
£125 yearly ever since I left Everingham. Mr Chorley tells me the Deeds 
you sent him are only a Morgage for £2090 so that there must be some 
others still at Everingham. Pray lett them be found out and sent up to 
Mr Chorley, with all the carefull speed possible..... 

Lett John Mells house be built, and a very good one. I remember its 
a clean dwelling. When ever you build a house of mine, be sure you step 
up into the house, not down; Most of the houses in Everingham the 
floor is lower by half a yard, than the surface of the earth. 

My Nephew Sr Carnaby must be paid £800 about the 10th of March. 
I believe all the Moneys at York. However you will have time to Writt 
to him, and have his answer. Mr Howard cannot fail of paying you the 
money since he has refunded it allready from his friends at Doway.... 
You must open all the cases arrived at Everingham. All the Pictures and 
books must be taken out, and layd by in some dry place, or roome. 
Lett the pictures be shown to no body excepting my Nephew Sr 
Carnaby. As to the Marble only let that remain in the cases, as its now, 
only see what its, and whether all sound and not damaged. In some of 
your first Letters send me a schedule of what is with you, and keep a 
Copy of the same. 


147 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 124, 115) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 20 February 1742 


The very day I had sett a part to have writt you, I had the honour of 
yours and tho you say you have writt severall Letters to me, yet I can 
assure you that I never received any from you but two, the first by Mr 
Howard dated the 9th of Oct 1741 from Douay, and an other from 
Cambray bearing the date of the 16 of Dec: which you call longe and so 
I found in the copying of it out. But by your relation I find one or two 
of mine are either upon the way or miscarryed especially that of the 
8th of Jan: which gave you a more particular account of your pictures 
andi: their damage?':'.%. All the Pictures, and books are in the two 
Parlours, and frequent fires made in them, only two (as I take them) 
heathnish pictures which were weet I have them in your roome as 
haveing a constant fire there. Your orders for keeping them private 
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came too late for your New Servant has showen them to severall 
without my knowledge. The marble is of a brown colour with black 
streems as | take them to be. One is almost two yards long, and one 
broad. The other two seems to be designed for sideboords..... there 
are in all twenty seven [pictures] ..... 

Your Tennants in Everingham seems to be bent on each others ruin, 
they will not agree in make[ing] up there fences, they who have inland, 
would lay the whole burden upon those whose land lyes against the 
fence, and they do nothing which seems very unreasonable. So the 
fences lyes yet down, to the great prejudice of those who lye against 
the fence. This must be remedyd, and nothing but your word can do it. 
The greatest obsticle in this case is Peter Kedder, who swears he’ll fence 
no where but against his own land, the very wo[r] st payer of his rents, 
and notorius for letting his houses fall to ruin, and the barn is intirely 
so, he will be three half years in arrears Lady Day next; as allso Tho: 
Wright and George Jackson. I want of Evering|ham] rents from your 
servant £78-18-04, but do not know how much of that sum he has layd 
out for Labourers etc. I reproved him for staying out in the town till 
one o’clock in the morning, which he has done some times but his 
answer was that he did not neglect thereby your business and therefore 
could not see any harm in it, but I told him you would not allow of it, 
and if you did I had no more to say. He lyes in the low part of the 
house and can go out and come in when he pleases, so I think it woud 
be more proper he lay in this part of the house, then I might know his 
motions better, if you think fit..... What your servant alledges for his 
staying so late out, was that it was Christmass and he invited to supper, 
I should have past this tho thrice in one week if he had not defended 
them and therefore to put a stop to greater libertyes I judged it my 
duty to lett you know it, and if you do not think fit to give him a 
caution I have no more to say, lett him stay out as long as he will. 


148 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 164-165) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Dunkirk, 5 March 1742 


Your Letter of the 16th of November is to this day the last I have 
had from you. I shall return to St Omers tomorrow from whence I 
dated my last to you, and perhaps there I may find one from you 
forewarded since I came here which is now ten days. 

I had a Letter from my Nephew Haggerston who expects the £800, 
and have desired him that as soon as he received my Letter he woud 
writt to you immediately and lett you know if it woud be convenient 
for him to receive £300 of the said £800 in bills upon London. You will 
not faile immediately to have his determination. upon the payment of 
this £800 you must either take a receipt of my Nephew for so much 
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paid, or if he sends a Note I have given for £1500 to him you must 
indorse the same on the back so much received in part. one or the other 
will be satisfactory to me: but the latter is the more regular. 

I saw my Cosin Scroope in his return from England to his setlement 
at Leghorn. He tells me his Brother at Danby''® is a great lover of 
horses, and no body understands them better. I desire you woud upon 
the receit of this writt to Mr Scroope at Danby, give him my most 
humble service, and how much I should be obliged to him if he woud 
Choose for me a couple of the best stallions for my Mares in that riding, 
where there are allways the best of our whole country. I woud have 
them of the strongest make, my intention of breading being for a right 
strong English horse more than a Galloper that may run..... 

I shoud think the Pannels woud make a very good Nursery, and if it 
was dressed up from all rubbish woud contain a great many trees easily 
fenced upon the many ponds that are in it, what will Mr Knowlton say 
to this lett me know. What ever is don lett him provide to plant as 
much as the situation will allow to defend the house against the North 
winds to which its now greatly exposed by cutting down the Old Ash 


I shall certainly be with you this summer tho not to remain. Could I 
gett brewed some excellent small Beer, some Ale for servants if I stay a 
day with you or soe. To roast a piece of Mutton I shall have servants 
with me that will be able to do that. 

The picture that had the sope dropt upon it, be sure to do as 
follows. Take a spung and spring water, wash of[f] as well as you can 
the sope remaining little by little, Bee sure so doing the water does not 
moisten the paint.. The sope in time will rott the picture, if it is not 
intirely taken of[f] by spring water. 


149 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 115-116) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 8 March 1742 


Yours of the Sth of March N:S: I received the 5th of our stile. and 
wonder that my letters should be so longe upon the road. Besides the 
Letter you take notice of, I writt two more. The one of the 8th of Jan: 
and the other of the 20th of Feb: there must be some neglect at 
London which I cannot help, unless you would give me directions how 
to direct to you myselfe. You mention a Letter dated from St Omers 
which I never had. 

Last week I had a letter from Sir Carnaby Haggerston wherein he 
desired to know I had received your orders for the payment of £800 
and [I] writt to him to let him know but that £300 of that sum was 
lentes I had allso a letter from Mr Howard desireing to know if I 
could make the payment without the £300 and plainly told him I could 
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not, and desired him to hasten the payment, which would preserve his 
credit with you. but have no answer to mine, nor any news of the 
payment of the money..... I have writt to Mr Scroop concerning a 
Stallion or two for your mares. .... I communicate[d] your designe of 
haveing a green walk all along the two pannels to Mr Knowlton, but his 
answer was, that there is time enough to think of that, since the 
finishing of the walk to the high road will take up this season. ... . The 
Pictures that had the sope upon them, was washed as you directed, and 
I hope the sope taken out of them..... 


150 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 165-166) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS St Omers, 14 April 1742 


I have yours of the 8th and the 20th and am very much surprised to 
hear Mr Howard has disappointed you..... I know the bottome of Mr 
Howards Misterious Letter. I have this post writt to him and drawen 
upon him for £300 payable to Mr Wright. This will put to the test the 
validity of his Letter, and answer my Nephews demands, who writt to 
me as his servant came from Haggerston to you with [h] is drawen Note 
only for £500 in stead of £800. 

As to the Tennants....I cannot immagine any reason why they 
should be permitted to run so much in arrear. Lett my servant know, I 
take it for a bad Omen in his beginning to suffer any such arrears to 
come in practice where he is concerned, and that he makes it his 
business to bring those Tennants mentioned in your Letter equall to 
payment to the rest of my Tennants before you writt to me again. If 
not [I] shall give Orders to distrain upon non payment without mercy. 
Lett my servant allso know that till my return home he does every 
thing you order him to do as if I was present, and if he has don any 
thing contrary to your orders he must do no more so, if he designes to 
continue my servant. 

I had lately a Letter from a friend of mine at the request of my Ld 
Burlington about continuing his avenue thro my Ground. I shall most 
certainly comply with any thing my Ld requests that is in my 
power. 2... I must allso desire of you a particular of what you received 
at Everingham from Mr Wright. I wish by Letters passed between us of 
late some things are not lost. You cannot perhaps explain the history of 
each picture, lett me know only how many you have upon [?]'!° and 
how many upon cloth, or canvis. The books you can give the titles 
Latin and french. As to the Italian books we must lett them alone to 
my return. The Marble tables, and Marble busts how many. A statue in 
title of two Wrestlers of brass, or bronze. In this manner make up a 
short and well written catalogue. Send the same to Mr Wright to 
foreward to me. Just now Mr Dolman, who is in this neighbourhood 
sent me word you are not well, but hope it is a mistake. 


EVERINGHAM ESTATE CORRESPONDENCE 1726-43 149 


151 (DDEV/56/30 f. 166) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Paris, 27 May 1742 


I have not had any Letter from you since the 20th of March last tho 
I have writt to you two or three times. Mr Wright has paid the £300 to 
my Nephew Haggerston which you should have done, if Mr Howard had 
repayed you that sum to his promisse. He has writt to me several 
excuses and tells me he was prepared to the time and lays the blame 
upon you, in not answering the Letters he writt to you. Lett it be as it 
will, we will pass that over, My Nephew is paid, and as conveniently to 
his affairs, as if you had paid the whole £800 yourselfe. 

Since my being here I have lodged with your friends, and [am] now 
going to Pontoise to see my Neices.'!’ At my return shall writt you a 
much longer Letter, and determine whether I shall send for any of my 
young horses over or not. You must not suppose that I am of Opinion I 
shall make any great advantage of them by so doing, its only to oblige 
some that I have had obligations to... .. 


152 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 166-167) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Paris, 21 June 1742 


Your last Letter is of May the 4th in which you mention some 
expenses you have been att about the Moneys I lent Mr Howard. As to 
this I and all the world must think very unreasonable. I must not be at 
expense when I lend Money out of kindness, not profite. I can only add 
to this the £300 is paid me. I shall comply with what Ld Burlington has 
requested, and between you and me have spoke to Coll: Moysier’’® to 
adjust that affair with his Lordship. 

I am obliged to Mr Knowlton for the trouble he gives himselfe in my 
affairs. 1 do not doubt but you make him a consideration from time to 
time as you think he deserves. You are the only judge of that being 
PRESEN seuss Litle Jack Witham, who now is here tells me the wood in 
the Intack comes on very well, as does every thing you have planted. 
Pray talk to Mr Knowlton and Mr Lawson, to the latter my humble 
service, if they can find out a piece of ground more or less about the 
same size that they think more convenient. I shoud be glad to plant 
farther from the house, but apprehend much planting woud not be so 
easily kept in order. As for ploughing or digging the latter, if don as it 
shoud be is more to the purpose, but must be much more chargeable. 
The former well don and well harrowed will break the soil enough for 
thick planting and where there will not be any Walks .... Robt 
Watson makes many complaints about the repayment of £500 of his 
debt. He must have a regular, and legal discharge for the same, and if he 
would consider the difficulty, and uncertainty of that whilst I am from 
home, he woud as I writt before be less pressing. He may in the 


150 EVERINGHAM ESTATE CORRESPONDENCE 1726-43 


Goverment funds at this time make a good interest,’'’ and be sure of 


haveing a proper discharge at my return. Let him consider this well. 

I am glad you have ordred John Mells house to be built: that stands 
well and deserves it. Peter Kidder where does he live in Everingham. 
Lett me know, and I’] give directions the same be don the next spring. I 
am affraid the loss of those two picture[s] is considerable. discribe 
[them] that I may know what they are. Whether are they in New white 
frames or in old.... 


153 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 167-168) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Paris, 22 July 1742 


I was out [of] town when I should have received your two Letters 
which gives me an account of some new embares about my affairs at 
Drax. I have writt this very post to Mr Chorley about the same with 
whome you must correspond. In the interim you must endeavour all 
you can to differ a tryall to the winter Assises, before which we must 
collect togither all writtings concerning that place which I find 
dispersed. As to Mr Mayes, by what business I have had before him of 
late, he is much chainged, and not the Man he was when I left home. I 
never intended him as a principall, but only if he had disjested that 
affair well to have informed some other. Mr Chorley will writt to you 
soon after he receives mine to whose further instructions I referr you. 
In the interim Mr Brown must defend my full, and long accostomed 
right to the last point. Old men must be liveing, that must know this 
well. Theres an old Map of the Mannor of Drax,'*° that must be 
usefull, which is some where to be found in the Closset. Endeavour to 
gett togither all the papers belonging to this Lordshipe, by which I am 
confident my right will easily be made apparent. .... 


154 (DDEV/56/30 f. 168) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Pontoise, 28 September 1742 


The only Letter I have had from you, since my last was two post 
agoe and dated the first of this present instant..... I do not know 
what house Sturk lived in but am glad you are repairing it, and hope all 
that is don is substantially so. In some former Letter I offered to you 
one chainge in what was either built, or was repaired, that instead in 
steping down, into the houses, which was allmost universall in 
Everingham the first floor should be raised six or seven inches above 
ground. This will make all the house|s] more dry more healthfull, and 
last longer. 

I am surprised that my Originall of the Grant of Drax should be so 
much decayed,'?! I have read it all over in my time very distinctly, no 
words, or letters were then wanting. Conserve it with great care as its, 


EVERINGHAM ESTATE CORRESPONDENCE 1726-43 151 


and be sure lett few or none peruse it. Originall deeds must never be 
shown, but upon the last necessity, and must never go out of your 
hands except to such whose honour, and honesty is well known..... 

What I have and shall plant in the Park is certainly the worst ground 
of the whole, and so on to the old flat gate, but I must proceed no 
further than the next piece, if I do, I shall take off all the dry, or at 
least too much. When I come home I shall sell and cut down all the old 
wood in the Park. I shall lye then intirely open to the north east, and 
east. I woud have you consult with those Gentlemen'?* what I must 
do to prevent this, and what places I may plant in the Park, or about it, 
the most convenient and proper, that in time will defend me against 
those two winds..... 

Pray writt to Champney that he adjusts with Mr Wright the bills or 
Moneys he has paid him since my coming abroad. This to be don in the 
same methode you have don your’s. I desire you’! make up accounts 
with my servant at Everingham and with Champney as soon as you can 
conveniently, when done, give me an account as soon as possibly. 


155 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 189-190)! ?° 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 16 November 1742 


Rone William Hatton of Thorp, who is upon Tho: Smiths farme 
pretends to the Rabbits upon that Moor, and has had warreners to take 
them for these two years last past. I am allmost positive he has no right 
to them, and have ordred your servant to forebid him for the future; 
and threatned to send for a warrant if he does. I hope I am not in the 
wrong. Your servant has lett the Rabbets upon the sand hills for 10d 
per couple, what he’ll make of them is uncertain. The purchaser is at 
the charge of taking them. 

Mr Champney was here [and] brought three half years accounts 
with him to wit Martinmass 1740, May Day 1741, and Martinmass 
1741. And the ballance of his last account was 121-18-6%. He brought 
with him 20 Guineas with a prospect to have laid them out at 
Pocklington fair, but the weather being bad altered his resolution, and 
out of fear of being robed left them with me for which I am 
accountable and will be charge[d] in his next account..... 


156 (DDEV/56/30 f. 169) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Paris, 8 February 1743 


At my return here the other day, I found my servants Letter which 
you had ordred him to writt to me. I am affraid the manner that the 
new inclosure is made to the Oxpasture will not do. It must be too low, 
consequently exposed to the water. If it had been made broader, and 
brought more to the Common, If I remember well, it woud have been 
out of danger..... 
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I am very uneasie that a suit should come on just before my return 
home. I shall writt this post to Mr Chorley to put if of[f] if possible 
and think it not inconvenient in any other respect to our summer 
Assisses. I hope you have gott back all the writtings and papers you sent 
to Mayes. He writt to me not long before he dyed, that there were 
many deeds, and writtings very materiall to me in the very case I am 
now to defend. I very much wonder you do not find somewhere in my 
Closet the Map, and survey of my Lordship of Drax. I have had it in my 
hands a hundred times. There are the same for allmost all my Estate. 
This in proportion must be the largest. If you find it you will see a 
small mark in the river opposite to some land then belonging to Philip 
Twissenton Esqr, now to Mr Stapyleton.'?* I carried the said Map once 
with me to Drax, and had viewd that part of the river here excepted. I 
do not know, but do think that John Smith my tennant was with me, 
and am sure he has seen the Map I mention. If you are forced to a tryal 
before my return I wish you success that I may not have occasion to 
renew it at my return..... 


157 (DDEV/60/86 f. 190) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 24 February 1743 


1 am surprized at Mr Chorleys silence, that since you have left to him 
the direction of the suit, he has not as yet writ either to Mr Brown or 
me, who cam hither the other day to know if I had heard any thing 
from him purporteing to the suit, tho the Assizes be at hand, Viz the 
7th of March.'?° and am still more surprised that I cannot have any 
acknowledgement from him of the Deeds of Garthome he received by 
Luke Napier.'?° It appears he is very spareing of his advice and 
writting, tho his obligation [it was], at least to have acknowledged 
receipt of the writtings. 

As to the Map of Drax it was all the time upon the table in your 
Closet. but I misunderstood you of some smaller map in the drawers. 
but this map is only of your estate in Drax, and that the River Ouse 
reaches no further then Langrage ferry, it is far short of AreMouth, 
where your Liberty of fishing either begins or ends.. ... 


158 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 190, 199) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 17 March 1743 


You have here Tho: Watsons request inclosed, which should have 
come in my last letter, but while I was writting the post script in his 
behalf, he put it up, whether out of a designe to alter it (as he has in 
this): or not, he knows best, but in short was not inclosed. You have 
allso Mr Browns Letter to me, from which you may judge of the 
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threatned sute of law about your fishing at Drax....when your 
servant will give in his [account], its hard to say, since the last I had 
from him was Michaelmass 1741. The ballance due to you was then 
£36-16-00%. So much I insinuated in my last, and shall let that rest for 
the future since I have so often pressed him to give in his accounts but 
to noreffects acc I continue very weake. Have not been down stares. 


159 (DDEV/60/86 f. 199) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 31 March 1743 


state eg: On the 27th of this instant I had a Letter from Mr Chorley in 
which he desires to send him the Morgage by Robt Watson to Sr Wm 
Juxon, with all speed, without which he says youll find great 
difficulties, and the want of it causes delay. I doubt not but he had 
your speciall orders to call for it, and therefore yesterday send it to 
Tho: Watson, sealed up to deliver it to Mr Chorley, as directed for he 
sets out to London this day. .... jis 


160 (DDEV/56/30 ff. 169-170) 
CONSTABLE TO POTTS Angers, 15 April 1743 


I had yours of the 17th of March since my arival, and was very much 
surprised by the postcript of your former Letter, which your last 
explains. Robt Watson desires of me in those few lines an impossibility, 
and what woud make people of good sense more suspect that theres a 
secret intelligence between us then before. What can be more evidential 
then the title and purchace deeds that Robt Watson must have in his 
possession. Are not they his proofe, and basis, and title to defend his 
right and his possession against all the world that can attack him. Much 
more therefore the Commissioners, and Assesors to levy the Tax, and 
adjust the same. Further Robt Watson has Married his son since I came 
away, has not he made some settlement of Gardome on that Marriage. 
If he has its an undeniable proofe the Estate is his. You may further 
informe Robt Watson that I have by me a Gentleman at this my 
writting who has been a Commissioner all his life in severall parts where 
his estate lyes, and what I have writt here is by his advice. He thinks it 
sufficient, and all that I can do: But if Robt Watson can find out 
something more satisfactory, lett me know it only, and it shall be don. I 
am going a long journey, and it will be a considerable time before I can 
hear an answer to this. The impossibility that I remarke in the 
beginning of this in the inclosed sent me, is that, he desires I woud 
testifie that Gardome is his Estate. This is what I nor no body else can 
do. An estate that is in fee simple may be made over to an other in half 
an houre, can I therefore testifie its Not. 

I take Robt Watsons case perfectly well. He woud appeal of some 
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part of the Taxes of Gardome, which is more taxed than his 
Neighbours, being once a Roman Catholicks. The parish has allready 
had the burthen of one half when it first came into the hands of a 
protestant: and what Gardome pays more still than the rest of the 
Lordshipe The Proprietors of the Lands oppose him to bring equall. If I 
was in the Country, I coud do him no service, and a strong instance of 
this is the tax I allow him for Arras, which is not only double to every 
freehold in the Parish, but treble if I remember Well. To conclude this 
affaire of Robt Watsons as the Commissioners are Gentlemen of the 
country your deeds of purchace is strongly convincing, and evident that 
the Estate is yours, and no bodys else. I Neither sold, nor bought the 
Estate, and therfore have nothing to testifie. .... 

I am surprised that Marrow permitts my tennants at Everingham to 
run in arrears. He shoud know that that must not be suffered especially 
when a Master is from home. Lett him be ordred to make there arrears 
out of hand, and those who refuse to do it, break them up, and gett 
new tennants. Then make his accounts with you, for I have been too 
long allready without knowing how I am. The sluce or drain that was 
broke down in the Carr [is] to be repaired, and a reward of three 
guineas to any one who shall then discover the Person that did it, or 
ordred it to be don so that he may be brought to justice, and any one 
that shall presume to do it hereafter, the same reward. He must allso 
have particular care of the banks and drains I made in the Carr that 
every one Tennant keeps his shaire in good repaire and above all that no 
road be made over the Carr, that passes over those banks and 
Gratis 5. Were not the two payments made to my Nephew Sr 
Carnaby Haggerston of 500 each payment. .... 


161 (DDEV/60/86 ff. 199-200) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 21 April 1743 


Mpa? . Your Tennants of Everingham about make up there fences. 
Robt Mell who pretends to know your orders in this affair, drew up a 
paper, in which he assigned to every Tennant so many roods 
proportionable to there Oxgangs, which paper your servant and I signed 
in your Name requireing there agreement to it, and accordingly the 
fences were sett out, but some of them will not come into that 
measure, and indeed into none; which is a great damage to some whose 
lands lyes to the fence. Nothing but your authority can remedy this 
evil. 

Peter Kidder of whome I have frequently complained for the 
delapidation of his houses, especially of his barn, and backwardness of 
rents, dyed last week of a day and half sickness. he is three full half 
yeares in arrears 28-04-00. his personall estate with corn upon the 
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ground, is prized at 84-15-6. No doubt but there are other debts, 
besides the arrear of rents. The widow desires to be continued tennant. 
I hear Robt Watson is in a bad state of health, his legs swell, and a pain 
rises in his breast, that he cannot lye..... 


162 (DDEV/60/86 f. 200) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 30 April 1743 


Yesterday Thomas Watson, and his uncle Mr Strumby came here and 
tendered the payment of £500 which I refused to receive as having no 
orders for it. by the enclosed which Tho: Watson brought this morning 
you see what there designs are; When he paid his last Interest moneys 
Sept 27 1742 [he] protested he woud pay no more consideration for 
the £500 of which he had given warning ab[o] ve 6 years agoe, and that 
at May day next following he woud pay in a thousand pounds. .... 


163 (DDEV/60/86 f. 200) 
POTTS TO CONSTABLE Everingham, 16 May 1743 


Upon the receipt of your last Letter from Angers I sent your servant 
with your Letter to read to Robt Watson the part concerning him, 
aboute his title of Garthome, and suppose he’s satisfied, and will rest 
contented. I hear he is some what better as to his illness. 

I made your servant read over your letter..... As allso to writt out 
that Paragraph where you forebid him to suffer the tennants to run in 
arrears, and that he make up his accounts according to your Orders. but 
I have seen nothing of them as yet. he is at present much indisposed, by 
grips and purging..... The two payments made to Sr Car: Haggerston 
were £500 each payment. the first payment was the 18th of Augt 1740 
to himselfe here at Everingham. The second payment of £500 was to 
his steward at York the 19th of March 1741. So far in answer to your 
letier. 

Yesterday Mr Champney sent his Cous: Champney, son to John 
Champney in holderness to me, and to acquaint me that he was in great 
danger of death.’ 78 
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FOOTNOTES TO THE CORRESPONDENCE 


. William Draper Esq. (1701-76) of Berwick Hall, E.R. ‘who bred, fed and 


hunted the staunchest pack of fox-hounds in Europe. ... His stables and 
kennels were kept in such order that sportsmen observed them as schools 
for huntsmen and grooms, who were glad to come there without wages 
merely to learn their business’. — P. R. Chalmers, History of Hunting in The 
Lonsdale Library, vol. 23 (1936), pp. 342-3. 


. ie. a non-Catholic. George Palmes Esq. (1666-1730) of Naburn near York; 


Catholic landowner and, since 1704, widower of Anne, daughter of George 
Witham of Cliffe, co. Durham. — Aveling, p. 353. 


. Thomas Champney was Sir Marmaduke’s steward in Lincolnshire; Sleane 


was probably his housekeeper. 


. MS torn. 
. Sir Edward Gascoigne, 6th Bart. (1697-1750) of Parlington, W.R. was a 


leading Catholic who, like Sir Marmaduke, spent years abroad, many of 
them in the guest-house of the Benedictine convent at Cambrai, where he 
died. On 12 November 1726 he married a substantial heiress and Catholic — 
Mary, daughter of Sir Francis Hungate of Saxton, W.R. — Clay, vol. 3, p. 
102; F. S. Colman, Barwick in Elmet, Thoresby Society, vol. 17 (1908), pp. 
155-6; H. Aveling, Catholic Recusants of the West Riding 1558-1790, Leeds 
Phil. & Lit. Soc. Proceedings, vol. 10, pt. 6, p. 262. 


. Harrison was tenant, at £31 a year, of one of Sir Marmaduke’s farms at 


Acklam. — DDEV/50/191. 


. Robert Watson was a freeholder, having purchased properties in Gardholme 


and Wholsea from the Constables. He was also Sir Marmaduke’s most 
substantial tenant, at £70 a year, of a large farm at Arras, where he engaged 
in sheep farming and kept a large warren. He was a constant source of advice 
for Potts. Myers was one of several local attorneys used by Sir Marmaduke. 
— DDEV/26/30; 50/191; 68/44, p. 2. 


. MS torn. 
. MS torn. 
. Lawson ran the nursery at Scorborough from which Sir Marmaduke 


obtained most of his trees; whether he owned the concern or merely 
managed it for a local landowner is unknown. Thomas Brown of Howden, 
another attorney, supervised the operation of the manorial courts at 
Everingham. ‘Layborn’ was probably the son of Henry Laybourne, Vicar of 
Everingham Parish Church. — DDEV/31/243; C.R.S. vol. 32 (1932), p. 244. 
Richard Wright of Covent Garden, London was a leading agent and banker 
who specialized in servicing Catholic gentry. At about the time of Sir 
Marmaduke’s departure abroad he died and was succeeded in business, and 
in this account, by his son, Anthony. — DDEV/31/183; C. Wilson, England’s 
Apprenticeship 1603-1763 (1967), p. 330. 

Probably Thomas Metcalfe, a Catholic of Aysgarth, later haberdasher of 
Stonegate, York. — Aveling, p. 370. 

Dom Thomas Wilfrid Helme, born at Goosnargh, Lancashire, professed at 
St. Edmund’s Paris in 1699, and since then on the English Mission. Pro- 
vincial of the Northern Province of York 1725-29. — Birt, p. 93. 

Stapylton Palmes gent. (1699-172), third surviving son of George Palmes of 
Naburn; died unmarried. — Clay, vol. 3, p. 290. 

MS torn. 
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Richard Brigham (16?-1739) of a small Catholic gentry family; Freeman of 
York as a woollen draper in 1699, and from 1726 resident in Stonegate, 
York. He did little business as a draper, but gradually became active in a 
variety of legal and other capacities on behalf of his many Catholic relatives 
and friends. His frequent presence at or near Everingham was partially due 
to his journeys between York and his family’s property at Wyton and 
Dunnington in Holderness, which he inherited on the death of his father in 
1735. — Aveling, pp. 362-3. 

George Palmes and his eldest surviving son, Brian. Probably Walter Vavasour 
(1703-66), a Catholic, then of York, and from 1740 Sth Bart. of 
Hazlewood, W. R.; son of Peter Vavasour of York (1667-1735), and nephew 
and heir of Sir Walter Vavasour 4th Bart. (1661-1740). — Clay, vol. 2, p. 
229. 

All editorial insertions in this letter are the result of a torn MS. 


Sir Robert Throckmorton 4th Bart. (1701-91) of Coughton Court, 
Warwickshire and Weston Underwood and Buckland, Buckinghamshire; 
succeeded his father, who was a Catholic, in 1721. — C.B. vol. 2, p. 197. 

3rd Bart. (1698-1745) of Capheaton, Northumberland; Catholic and relative 
of the Derwentwaters. — C.B. vol. 3, p. 124. 

In 1733 Archbishop Blackburn’s Visitation Return for Everingham listed 
Robert Mell, labourer, and his wife, Ann, as supposed Papists. — C.R.S. vol. 
32 (1932), p. 244. 

Marmaduke Middleton Esq. of Stockeld, W.R., Catholic; 2nd, but eldest 
surviving son of Peter Middleton and Elizabeth, daughter of 3rd Lord 
Langdale; died unmarried 1757. — Clay, vol. 2, p. 172. 

Robert Usher, occasionally referred to by both correspondents as Robin. 
Originally employed as an indoor servant, he assumed the responsibility on 
his return to Everingham of steward of the Yorkshire estate under the 
general supervision of Potts. 

(1685-1774) tenant, at £40 a year, of one of Sir Marmaduke’s farms at 
Drax. Both he and his wife, Anne, were returned as Papists in 1735. — 
DDEV/50/187; C.R.S. vol. 32 (1932), p. 239. For the subsequent history of 
this relatively insubstantial Catholic family see: C.R.S. vol. 1 (1905), pp. 
137-42. 

These purchases, in 1730, had cost Sir Marmaduke £120. - DDEV/50/198, 
200. Craddock was an attorney in Beverley, where the East Riding Registry 
of Deeds had been established in 1708. 

If a nurseryman’s stocklist of 1730 is representative of current taste, Sir 
Marmaduke’s fondness for elms was shared by many of his contemporaries. 
— J. H. Harvey, ‘The Stocks held-by Early Nurseries’, Ag. Hist. Rev. vol. 22 
(1974). Ot. 4, Pe 21: 

Watson frequently borrowed on mortgage from Sir Marmaduke. At this 
stage he owed £2,500; the annual rate of interest on the loan was 5% or 
£425. 

Sir Edward Gascoigne’s agent. 

The only extant account of the costs of Sir Marmaduke’s travels covers the 
period July to November 1730; it was. drawn up by a Thomas Lewis. — 
DDEV/56/341. 

Tenant, at £50 a year, of one of Sir Marmaduke’s farms at Drax. — 
DDEV/50/187. 

Dom Thomas Southcote (1670-1748) 3rd son of Sir John Southcote Kt. 
Educated, professed, and Cellarer at St. Gregory’s Douai where he also took 
the degree of D.D. Subsequently sent to England (Southern Province). 
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Appointed Secretary to General Chapter 1705, Definitor of the Regimen 
1713, Abbot of Cismar in France 1717, and for two decades (1721-41) 
President-General of the English Congregation of Benedictines. — Birt, p. 
98; Gillow, vol. 5, pp. 515-16. 

Thomas Knowlton (?-1781) was initially a gardener in Kent but sometime 
before 1730 he took up similar duties for Lord Burlington at 
Londesborough, where he remained for the rest of his life. He was also a 
considerable archaeologist, botanist, and enquiring scientist. — J. Britten & 
G. S. Boulger, A Biographical Index of Deceased British and Irish Botanists, 
2nd edition 1931, p. 177. 

MS worn. 

Joseph Dickinson of the famous Quaker family of land surveyors who were 
much employed by northern landowners in the 18th century. 

Having in 1729 married Anne, daughter of Robert Scarisbrick, Brian had 
succeeded his father, George, on the latter’s death in 1730. — Aveling, p. 
353 

The ‘gentlemen’ being the Land Tax Commissioners. 

Which Dickinson had drafted in October 1728 following the enclosures at 
West Rasen. — DDEV/59/30. 

Marmaduke Langdale Esq. (?-1777) only son of the 4th Baron Langdale and 
Elizabeth, daughter of William, Lord Widdrington; and his uncle, William 
Middleton Esq. (?-1763) 2nd surviving son of Peter Middleton (see above 
Letter 9, note 22) of Stockeld. — J. Kirk, J. H. Pollen, & E. H. Burton (eds), 
Biographies of English Catholics in the 18th Century (1909), p. 147; Clay, 
yok 2,9. 172; 

Dom Ralph Cuthbert Farnworth (1680-17?). From Lancashire, professed at 
St. Lawrence’s, Lorraine in 1701, Northern Provincial 1729-41 (succeeding 
Dom Helme), and President-General of the English Benedictines 1741-53. — 
Birt, p. 100. 

Sth Bart. (2?-1763) of Scriven, W.R. M.P. for Knaresborough 1722-63. — 
Clay, vol. 2, p. 71. 

Wife of Alexander Knight, a troublesome neighbour in Lincolnshire (see 
below Letter 39, note 44). 

Marmaduke, 4th Baron Langdale (?-1771) of Holme-on-Spalding Moor, the 
leading Catholic in the East Riding. Richard, 3rd Earl of Burlington 
(1694-1753) of Londesborough, E.R. famous patron of the arts, a great 
collector of pictures, and himself no mean amateur architect. — J. Kirk et al, 
loc: citzC.P: Vol. 2, ppr432-3: 

By ‘you’ Potts was referring to Sir Marmaduke as the owner of the property 
concerned. The agreement, of 31 January 1671, was in fact between Rev. 
John Davenport, Parson of West Rasen, and Sir Marmaduke’s grandfather, 
the 2nd Bart. It followed a long dispute, again over enclosure. — 
DDEV/44/208-9. 

Alexander Knight of Rearsby who married Mary Rookby of London. For 
the history of this Catholic family, from whom Sir Marmaduke could not 
have expected so much trouble, see: ‘Family Notes of Knights of 
Lincolnshire’, C.R.S. vol. 4 (1907), pp. 260-6. 

Alderman Andrew Perrott, a prominent Hull merchant. See G. Jackson, Hull 
in the 18th Century (1972), passim. 

This previously monastic property was granted to the family by Henry VIII 
by Letters Patent of 22 July 1538. —- DDEV/31/65. 

Sir Marmaduke owned ferry rights over the River Ouse at Drax which he 
leased together with the fishery. - DDEV/50/187. 
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. Mr Culceth, a lawyer of Gray’s Inn, London. 

. Piercebridge, co. Durham, just north of the Yorkshire border. 

. Potts was not so lucky on the next occasion. See below Letter 72, note 64. 
. 2nd Bart. (1660-1740) of Little Compton, Gloucestershire; a non-Catholic 


used as a trustee by Sir Marmaduke in some of his legal transactions in order 
to circumvent the penal laws. — C.B. vol. 3, p. 146. 


. Either Henry Francis Widdrington (1701-74) or William Tempest 


Widdrington (1712-53), surviving sons of William, 4th Baron Widdrington of 
Blankney. See below Letter 104, note 80. 


. The ‘strife’ was of quite legendary proportions. — C. Collyer, ‘The Yorkshire 


Election of 1734’, Leeds Phil. & Lit. Soc. Proceedings, vol. 7. 


. Word indecipherable. 
. Sir Miles Stapleton 4th Bart. (c1708-52) of Myton, N. R. Cholmley Turner 


Esq. (c1685-1757) of Kirkleatham, N.R. Sir John Lister-Kaye 4th Bart. 
(cl1697-1752) of Denby Grange, W.R. Edward Thompson _ Esq. 
(c1697-1742) of Marston, W.R. — Clay, vol. 1, pp. 61, 78, 178; vol. 3, p. 
£53. 

William Anderson future 6th Bart. (1722-85), only son of Sir Edmund 
Anderson 5th Bart. (1687-1765) of Lea, Lincolnshire and Kilnwick Percy, 
E.R. — C.B. vol. 3, p. 136. 

Of the Catholic family of Townley in Lancashire, related to the 
Widdringtons and close friends of the Derwentwaters. — R. Arnold, 
Northern Lights (1959), pp. 53-4. 

P. Johnson of York, perhaps related to Peter Johnson, Recorder of York 
(1758-89) who frequently represented York Catholics. — Aveling, pp. 
116-17, 344. 

Rogation days are the three days preceding Ascension Thursday. They were 
days of fasting on which prayers were said for the success of the 
forthcoming harvest, and were observed by both Catholics and Anglicans. 
Sir Thomas Lumley-Saunderson K.B. (c1691-1752) of Sandbeck, W.R. 
Future 3rd Earl of Scarborough, being brother and heir of Richard, 2nd 
Earl. — C.P. vol. 11, pp. 508-12. 

Perhaps Langdale Smithson of Stanwick, N.R. father of the 4th Bart. (see 
below, Letter 72, note 63). 

Kingerby wood had been acquired in the 1660s when earlier enclosures at 
West Rasen were being contemplated. - DDEV/38/1, 2; 69/49. 

Sir Carnaby Haggerston 3rd Bart. (1698-1756) of Haggerston, Northumber- 
land; Sir Marmaduke’s nephew, being only son of William Haggerston and 
Anne, Sir Marmaduke’s sister. He had succeeded his grandfather, Sir 
Thomas, in the baronetcy. — C.B. vol. 2, pp. 244-5; Foster, vol. 2 
(Constable pedigree). Sir Hugh Smithson 4th Bart. (1714-86) of Stanwick, 
N.R. a Catholic until he succeeded his grandfather as baronet in 1733. In 
1740 he married Elizabeth, only daughter of the 7th Duke of Somerset, and 
on the subsequent death of her brother inherited massive wealth and the 
title of Duke of Northumberland. — C.P. vol. 9, pp. 743-4; R. Sedgewick, 
The House of Commons 1715-54 (1970), vol. 2, pp. 428-9. 

The Minister of Everingham entered nil returns for the last three questions, 
named 24 individuals, including Robert Usher, as ‘supposed Papists’, and 
added: ‘2. There is one, Mr Pots, who is suspected to be a Popish Priest. 3. 
There is a House to which there is a resort of supposed Papists on the Lord’s 
day and at other times’. — C.R.S. vol. 32 (1932), p. 244. 

Ralph Crathorne Esq. (?-1755) of Crathorne and Ness, N.R. a Catholic 
whose brother, Thomas, was a Benedictine at Lambspring. — Clay, vol. 1, p. 
301. 
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A former gold coin of Venice and Turkey. 


In the 17th century the Constables had leased from the Prebendary of 
Weighton the tithes of Weighton, Shipton, and Arras, which they had sub-let 
at a large profit. A mortgage of their interest in the tithes was apparently 
foreclosed in the 1670s. - DDEV/1/34; 17/15-17; 58/115; 60/3. 


Every Kingdom divided will be laid waste. — Matthew, 12, 25; Mark, 3, 
22-217 Luke, £1, 14-22. 

Beilby Thompson Esq. (c1686-1739) of Escrick, E.R. and Marston, W.R. — 
Clay, vol. 3, pp. 151-2. 

Dr. Henry Salkeld, Catholic, resident in York 1735-40. — Aveling, p. 149. 
Dr. Clifton Wintringham of York who in 1743 married Katherine, daughter 
of John Liddell-Bright of Badsworth, W.R. — Foster, vol. 1 (Bright 
pedigree). 

In an area close to the major port of Hull which created a huge demand for 
rope and canvas, hemp was clearly an important cash crop. — G. Jackson, 
op. cit. passim. 

Sir Marmaduke’s leading European agent and banker whilst he was abroad. 
— DDEV/58/118. 

Brian Palmes had fallen heavily into debt after embarking in 1735 on a 
major rebuilding of Naburn Hall. George Reynoldson (?-1765) Catholic of 
Stonegate, York; Freeman in 1716 as an upholsterer and undertaker, he 
married Mary, daughter of Richard Brigham junior. — Aveling, pp. 353, 359. 


The Assembly Rooms in Blake St. York, part of the cost of which was 
raised by public subscription, were designed by Lord Burlington in 1730. — 
N. Pevsner, The Buildings of England: York and the East Riding (1972), pp. 
138-9. 

The family papers contain a brief entitled: ‘Sir Marmaduke Constable versus 
Thomas Hotham — tithes of Storthwaite’. - DDEV/62/12. 


. Lady Langdale was raising money for unspecified charitable purposes. See 


below Letter 143, note 113 and passim. 


. A local attorney. 
. Le. Robert Usher’s wife. 
. The family papers contain a plan (DDEV/68/248, p. 104) which may relate 


to a scheme for a new house entertained by Sir Marmaduke before 1730, 
but which he never implemented. 


. William, 4th Baron Widdrington of Blankney (?-1743) 1st son and heir of 


3rd Baron and Alathea, daughter of 5th Viscount Fairfax of Emley. With his 
two brothers he took a leading part in the °15, was condemned to death but 
reprieved, granted £12,000 from his forfeited estates, and in 1733 relieved 
from certain disabilities. He lived at Nunnington, N.R. of which his second 
wife, a daughter of Viscount Preston, was co-heiress. — C.P. vol. 12, pt. 2, 
pp. 629-30. 

Thomas Hayton, deputy to Potts before 1730 and subsequently assistant to 
Usher. 

John Catton, another of Usher’s former assistants whose duties increased 
from now on. 

As the most substantial tenant at Drax, John Smith was responsible for the 
collection of the quit rents from that property. 

The decision to relieve Dom Southcote of the office of President-General, 
which he held for twenty years (1721-41), had probably already been taken. 
From 1741 he was chaplain to the Benedictine nuns at Cambrai. — Birt, p. 
98. 
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i.e. at the Abbey of SS. Adrian and Denis at Lambspring in Westphalia. — 
Birt, p. xxxi. Castle Howard, then the North Riding seat of the Earl of 
Carlisle and the most renowned example of contemporary domestic 
architecture in the north of England, is 292 feet long. — N. Pevsner, The 
Buildings of England: The North Riding (1966), p. 109. 


. Henry Brewster-Darley (?-1768) of Aldby Park, N.R. son of Henry Brewster 


and Jane Darley; married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Charles Anderson. — B. 
Burke, Landed Gentry (1862), p. 339. 


. Anderson? See above Letter 60, note 56. 

. Thomas Watson. 

. Unidentified, but probably in York. 

. DDEV/1/43, 52. 

. See above Letter 39, note 43. 

. The letter was from a Mr Watton, who was collecting material for an 


historical and genealogical account of members of the baronetage. There is 
no evidence that the work was ever published. 


. ie. a Catholic. 
. A lawyer of Gray’s Inn, London. 
. A Robert Bullock gent. was listed as a papist of York in January 1746. — 


Aveling, p. 272. 


. Mr. L. Eyre has not been identified, but for the family generally and their 


connection with the Radcliffes see: Gillow, vol. 2, pp. 195-6. Robert 
Dolman Esq. of Pocklington, E.R. married Anne, daughter of Richard 
Brigham. — Gillow, vol. 2, pp. 90-3; Clay, vol. 3, p. 163. 


. The name of the new steward is unknown. 
. In 1740, for the first time since 1727, the land tax was raised to a 4/- in the 


£ rate due to the commencement of war with Spain, and was retained there 
for a decade. Throughout the 1730s it had been at 2/-, except in 31-2 when 
it was at 1/-. — S. Dowell, History of Taxation and Taxes in England (1888), 
vol. 3, pp. 85-6. 


. Heath was London agent to Sir Marmaduke’s father, Sir Philip Constable, 


the third baronet. - DDEV/55/71; 60/10, 13. 


It was common in many areas at this time for tenants to be entertained on 
rent collection days by the person who collected the rents. The cost of 
dinner and ale was borne by the landlord, but until the accounts were 
finalized his agent would be ‘out of pocket’. 

I do not refuse work. 

One of the prominent merchants in Hull who were also aspiring landowners. 
— G. Jackson, op. cit. pp. 112-15. 

Sir Marmaduke’s sister Anne, mother of Sir Carnaby and a widow since 
1708. She spent the latter part of her life in the Benedictine convent at St. 
Omers. 

Although prices of agricultural products were generally depressed in the 
century before 1760, the price of land rose progressively, particularly in the 
18th century. Major reasons for this were the unparalleled security of 
investment in land, and the power and prestige derived from substantial 
landownership. — H. J. Habakkuk, ‘The English Land Market in the 18th 
Century’ in J. S. Bromley & E. H. Kossmann (eds.), Britain and the 
Netherlands (1960). 

Continuous improvement and disappointing prices at home made a rising 
agricultural surplus available for export. Export duties on corn had been 
removed under Charles II and William II], and in 1688 the Corn Bounty Act 
provided the grain exporter with 5/- a quarter for wheat, and with smaller, 
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but substantial, amounts for the cheaper grains. — T. S. Ashton, An 
Economic History of England. The 18th Century (1955), p. 49. 

Those that have survived are at DDEV/30 & 31. 

A very brief and uninformative covering note from Potts to Sir Marmaduke 
of 31 July 1740 has not been included here. 

Although Watson was paying Sir Marmaduke 5% on his loan of £2,500, it 
would not have been difficult for him by this time to have borrowed a like 
sum elsewhere at 4%4% or 4%. — G. E. Mingay, English Landed Society in 
the 18th Century (1963), pp. 36-42. 

Which was to be held at the Abbey of Our Lady of Consolation at Cambrai, 
the major English Benedictine convent on the Continent. — Birt, pp. 
XXXIV-XXXV. 

Jesuit and chaplain to the Haggerstons for more than two decades. See 
above Introduction, p. 7, note 26. 

The new steward James Marrow, had taken up his duties. 

W.R. near Leeds, the seat of Sir Edward Gascoigne. 

Fr. Thomas Mannock (?-1748) a ‘fanatically illiberal’ Jesuit who was 
resident in York throughout this period, and sometime chaplain to the Bar 
Convent there. Clearly, he was associated with Lady Langdale in raising 
money for charity. — Aveling, pp. 128, 138. 

Potts’ catalogue of the contents of the cases is dated 22 December 1741 
(DDEV/9/111). Although this letter was dated 21 December, Potts clearly 
waited a few days, and added to the first draft, before posting it. 

Both Catholics: Henry Joseph Scrope Esq. (c1712-60) a merchant at 
Leghorn, and his elder brother Simon Scrope Esq. (c1709-88) of Danby, 
N.R. Sons of Simon Scrope Esq. (1666-1723) of Danby who married, 
firstly, Mary, daughter of Robert Constable, Viscount Dunbar, — Clay, vol. 
2, pp. 7-8. 

Potts left this gap in his copy, presumably because he could not decipher 
the original. 

Two daughters of William Haggerston and Anne (née Constable): Anna 
Catherine (1696-1765) and Mary Scholastica (1700-57) both of whom were 
Benedictine nuns at Pontoise. Their younger sister, Elizabeth Mary 
Scholastica, now dead, had been a Benedictine nun at Ghent. 

James Moyser Esq. of Beverley. — Clay, vol. 3, p. 89. 

4%, or perhaps 44%, but not the 5% which he was paying to Sir 
Marmaduke. See above Letter 129, note 108. 

The only extant map of the family’s holdings in Drax is dated 2 October 
1657. — DDEV/70/1. 

22 July 1538 — DDEV /31/65. 

i.e. Messrs. Lawson and Knowlton. 

The folios of Potts’ copies which were lost before the present MS was bound 
relate to the period March to November 1742, and include the first part of 
this letter. The remaining part is headed ‘a continuation’. 


Nicholas Stapleton Esq. (?-1750) of Carleton, W.R. a Catholic. — Clay, vol. 
1, p. 169. : 

However, a Mr. J. Thompson of Furnivall’s Inn London, perhaps a deputy 
to Chorley, had written to Brown about the fishery dispute on 3 February. 
But the letter was apparently delayed in the post. - DDEV/60/57. 

Robert Watson who owned Gardholme — it had been sold by Sir Philip 
Constable — was worried about the validity of his title to it, particularly as 
he wished to have its liability to land tax reduced. See Letter 160 below. 
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Sir William Juxon had died in 1740. The current need for urgency suggests 
that Sir Marmaduke’s lawyers had overlooked this fact and, in view of 
Watson’s desire to repay the mortgage, were anxious to plug the loophole. 
See above Letter 55, note 51. 

Potts died on 21 June 1743. Sir Marmaduke had lost ‘a true friend’. — R. C. 
Wilton, op. cit., Downside Review, vol. 35, no. 103, July 1916, p.66. 
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GLOSSARY 


Many of these definitions are restricted to the meaning of the words or phrases in 
the context of this correspondence. They have been derived from the Oxford 
English Dictionary, and from J. Wright (ed.), The English Dialect Dictionary 6 


vols. (1898-1905). 


Ague. 
Board wages. 


Breckens 
Candlemass. 


Carr. 

Clog, to. 
Clow. 
Commonly. 
Convenable. 
Distrain, to. 
Domicilian. 
Electuary. 


Encomium. 
Ere. 
Extermitting. 
Fog. 


Foisty. 
Fothering. 


Fret, upon the. 


Furrs. 
Garth. 


Gims, gimes. 


Goods. 
Governant. 
Grips. 

In fine. 
Ings. 


Intack. 
Intendence. 
Intermitting. 
Jane. 

Jap. 
Lammas. 
Magazine. 
Martinmas. 
Mayday. 
Michaelmas. 
Mother, to. 


Acute fever, with cold, hot and sweating stages. 

Rate of wages when, in their employer’s absence, servants 
provided their own food. 

Ferns. 

Feast of the Purification of the Virgin Mary (or the 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple), celebrated with 
candles: 2 February. 

Place-name, particularly for rocky ground. 

To tie a log to an animal to secure it. 

The outfall sluice of a drain leading to a river. 

Meanly or poorly. 

Suitable. 

To obtain satisfaction for unpaid rent by seizure of goods. 
Household. 

Medecine, consisting of a powder or other ingredient mixed 
with honey, jam or syrup. 

A formal or high-flown expression of praise. 

Before. 

A heavy cold. 

Stubble; aftermath of a crop; long grass left standing in a 
field in winter. 

Musty, stale. 

Feeding with fodder. 

Of wine, fermenting. 

Miscellaneous debris, blocking drains. 

A small piece of enclosed ground, usually beside a house: a 
garden or yard. 

Holes washed out of the ground by rushing water following a 
break in a river bank. 

Livestock, cattle, sheep etc. 

Mistress of a household, housekeeper. 

Sharp pains, especially in the bowels. 

In short; To conclude. 

Meadow or pasture, especially low-lying near a river or 
stream. 

Land reclaimed from a river, moor or common. 

The paying of attention, attendance. 

The ague (see above). 

Short for Jane-of-apes, female counterpart of Jackanapes. 
Variation of jaup or jawp; a splash, or to splash, with liquid. 
1 August. 

Quantity. 

Feast of St. Martin: 11 November. 

1 May. 

Feast of St. Michael: 29 September. 

To take care of. | 


Oxgang. 
Pine, to. 
Purging. 
Quartane. 
Quicks. 


Quickwood. 


Quitrents. 


Rafling. 
Scruitoir. 
Smouts. 


Snickles. 
Spaned. 
Stoops. 
Superfice. 
Swatch. 
Tack. 


Valances. 
Wethers. 
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A variable measure of land, usually common field land. 

To starve. 

Excretion by means of a purgative or laxative. 

Troublesome. 

Thorns and prickly bushes for hedge-work. 

The growing part of a plant nearest the roots, tree-shoots. 

A rent, usually of a small amount, paid by a tenant in lieu of 
services which might be required of him. 

Idle, worthless, dissolute, disorderly. 

Writing-desk or bureau. 

A gap in a hedge or fence through which small creatures 
might pass. 

Snares or gins. 

A weaned animal. 

Posts or props. 

Edge or boundary. 

Remnants or shreds of grass or hay. 

To strike with the open hand; thus a bargain or the period of 
an agreement. 

Borders of drapery hanging round the canopy of a bed. 
Castrated rams. 


INDEX 


Absenteeism, growth of, 18 
Acklam, $, 23, 35, 37, 39. 116, 120. 
tS 


Agents, stewards, etc., 18 

Aire, River, 152 

Alehouses, 83 

Alexander, Monsieur, 36, 46, 53 

Allerthorpe, 29 

Anchome, River, 79 

Anderson, Sir Edmund, 114, 159n, 
161n 

——, William, 73, 159n 

Angers, 153, 155 

Antwerp, 30, 142 

Arboriculture, fruit trees, 9, 12, 27, 
34-8, 47, 49, 51-2, 73, 77, 79-80, 
89-90, 101, 105, 138-9 


=——, Gthers, 9, 12, 28-30, 32, 34-5, 38 
40-3, 46-7, 49-50, 52-3, 61-5, 68-73, 


75, 77, 79-80, 82-4, 86, 88-90, 95, 


102-3, 114-16, 130, 133-4, 139-40, 


142, 147, 149, 151, 157n 
Archer, Richard, 32,°35, 37-9 
Arras, 8, 55-6, 61, 73, 126, 154 


Barley, 44, 48, 58 

Barmby on the Marsh, 66 

Bateman, —, 59 

Bateson, William, 108 

Bath, vii, 6-7, 10, 102 

Baxter, John, 125 

Beal, Duke, 37-8, 42, 83, 86 

Beans, 44 

Beer,.22-5,.85, 147 

Bell, Anna, 13, 59-60, 63 

—, John, 40, 58-9, 71, 96, 102 

——, Robert, 96 

Benedictines, 11, 19, 49, 59, 137 

Beverley, 52, 56, 64, 71, 80 

—, Master of Records at, 56 

—, St. Mary’s, 68 

Bielby, 8, 15-18, 30, 63, 104, 106, 
114, 116, 123, 133 
See also Tithes 

Blackburn, J, 37-8, 52, 54-6, 58-60, 
2, OS 

—, Widow, 41, 43, 54-5 

Blois, 38, 40, 43 

Bolderson, John, 29, 40, 45 

Booker, William, 50 

Books, 19, 22, 64, 66-7, 101-3, 129, 
144-6, 148 

Borhaven, Dr, 30 

Bourdeaux, 57, 60 

Bowcherett, Mr, 76, 87, 89-90, 93, 
95 

Bowcock, Edward, 90-1 

Boynton, Jacob, 104 

Brathwaite, Richard, 133 


, lease of manor of, 117, 124, 140 


Bricks, 34, 37-9, 45, 50, 55, 60, 62, 
65-6, 68, 72-3, 90, 94-5. 100, 122, 
132, 143 

Brigham, Mr Richard, 8, 25, 31, 34, 
37-9, 42, 44, 55, 58, 74, 77, 92, 107, 
157n 

Broadley, Mr, 126, 131, 139, 161n 

Brook, Mr, 73, 76-7, 80, 81 

Brown, Mr Thomas, 24, 33, 37, 51, 53, 
DE do, A Matt l Met ahce tek Oe ao. 
134, 136, 138, 150, 152-3, 156n 

Brussels, 30-1, 33, 139 

Bubwith, 143 

Buckley, Mrs, 117 

Building see Property 

Bullock, Mr Robert, 120, 161n 

Burlington, Richard 3rd Earl of, 8, 
$1-2, 73, 77, 81, 114, 137-8, 148-9, 
158n 

Burnby, 65, 114 

Burton, Mr, 105-6, 160n 

Burton, Thomas, 136 

Butterfield, Mrs, 136 

Buxton, 99, 100, 102 


Cade, James, 47, 50, 65, 83, 92, 100, 104 
133 

—, Robert, 100 

Calais, 7, 30 

Cambrai, 34, 88, 110, 112, 119, 123, 
127, 134, 137, 141, 143 

Carr, Mr John, 20 

Carthusians, 46 

Castle Howard, 112, 161n 

Caterpillars, 81 

Cattle, 8, 34, 36, 38, 65, 68, 100 

Catton, John, 8, 10, 13, 22, 26, 28-9, 
34, 36, 38, 40, 42-5, 48-50, 52-3, 58, 
66, 76, 88, 90, 92, 94, 96-7, 103, 
11k, P31, 135, 137-8, 142, 160n 

Cereals, 8 

Cette, 53 

Chambers, Bridget, 125, 128-9 

—, William, 125 

Champney, Thomas, 8-10, 13-15, 19, 
23, 30-3, 35-6, 38-42, 44, 47-50, 
52-4, 56, 58-60, 62-8, 70-2, 75-82, 
85, 87-99, 106-7, 118, 120, 124, 
125, 131, £34, 736, 151, 155 

—, John, 155 

Chancery, Court of, 56 

Charity, 54, 59-60, 63, 74, 79, 105, 110, 
123-4, 142-4 

Chorley, Mr Richard, 120, 124, 145, 
150, 152-3, i6in 

Clark, Mary, 50, 58-9, 98 

—, William, 71, 96, 98 

Cliffe, 44 

Coals, Mr, 91 

Constables, of Burton Constable, 
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Viscounts Dunbar, 1 
Constables, of Everingham 
Lady Barbara, 1 
Lady Margaret, 1 
Sir Marmaduke (?-1545), 1 
Sir Marmaduke (1609-80), 1, 158n 
Sir Marmaduke I'rancis (1682-1746), 
Vii-vili, birth 2, youth 2-3, 
first overseas tour 3, succession 
and early policies 3-4, and ‘15 
Rebellion 4, attitude to marriage 
5, finances 5-6, life-style and 
accident 6, reasons for second 
tour 6-7, insular way of life 
8, tour finances and 
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